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WORCESTER education committee has 
agreed that its new technical college 
shall not have a * fake” exterior so 
as to blend with the surrounding 
Georgian and Gothic buildings. p. 219 


MAJOR UNIVERSITY building 
schemes have been announced in 
Parliament. p. 235 


THE NFBTE’s annual report, presented 
on Wednesday, warns that, unless 
early steps are taken to avert it, 
there is a danger that the building 
industry will go through a ‘lean 
period.” p. 236 

THAT THE TIME HAD COME for 
the industry to throw its full weight 
behind the Institute of Builders was 
a point made at the annual luncheon 
of the Southern Counties. p. 239 


A CALL for a full’ scale impartial 
inquiry into the land available for 
house building is made by the President 


of the Yorkshire Region of — the 
FMB. p. 240 
NEW DEVICES to speed building in 
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ILLUSTRATED BY-LAWS 


ee Department of Health for Scotland, observing that ‘ many of the 

requirements of the new by-laws are not being met” especially in respect 
of fire resistance in houses, has published what might be termed a picture book* 
illustrating some of the ways of meeting the fire requirements. This is both 
imaginative and sensible, because some of the requirements are new. complex 
and unfamiliar to the building industry. Moreover, being expressed in legal 
jargon they are not easily grasped, especially by the craftsman-builder, nor, 
indeed, are they always understood fully by officials who have to administer 
the by-laws, though the Department refrains from saying this. 


By illustrating in clear drawings—some of which are isometric—details of 
house construction showing ways in which the fire requirements can be met, 
the Department is using a method of explanation which is peculiarly suited to 
an industry accustomed to drawings. Readable drawings of what will pass 
the by-laws are far more useful and comprehensible than references to clauses 
and sub-clauses in which the practical man is only too likely to go astray. 


The Department points out that the methods illustrated must not be taken 
as an ‘authoritative interpretation’ of the by-laws, nor are they the only ones 
which could be used. They are no substitute for proper compliance with the 
by-laws and presumably could not be used in a legal argument. In saying this, 
the Department is being careful not to lessen the mandatory force of the by-law 
wording. Nor do the illustrations cover all structural fire requirements, in 
particular, those dealing with external walls and fluepipes, but confine attention 
to those which are less familiar. 


Illustration of building by-laws is a method of explaining them which could 
weil be more extensively used. So far as we know, the only official body which 
has so far done this is the London County Council in issuing an illustrated 
explanatory memorandum on its requirements in respect of means of escape. 
Other by-law-making authorities might well explain themselves through the 
medium of illustration. Saying in effect, * Build it like this—or like this—and 
you will comply with the by-laws,” is likely to save architects and builders, 
as well as officials, much time and argument, as compared with reference to a 
wordy treatise from which one must deduce what will not comply, rather than 
what will. A series of officially-sponsored illustrations of typical complying 
constructions would be helpful in clearing the obscurity which has arisen from 
the new practice of making by-laws specify constructions in terms of their 
properties (such as fire-resistance gradings) instead of the older method of 
specifying thicknesses. 


Scottish methods of building differ somewhat from English, so that the 
Department’s illustrated Memorandum will not be of great use south of the 
Tweed. But it does indicate several weaknesses to be observed in English 
house building, admittedly in that carried out by speculative builders rather 
than by architects. 


In preparing their Memorandum, the Department has consulted the Building 
Research Station. The extent of consultation is not indicated, but it looks as 
if the drawings and much of the text were the work of BRS. May we hope 
that the Ministry of Housing and Local Government will consider approaching 
BRS to collaborate in producing an illustrated volume on the Model By-laws 
in terms of English building practice ? Such a volume might not only clarify 
the by-laws, but also do much to eliminate some of those local interpretations 
which are such a nuisance to architects and builders. 


* Memorandum on Structural Fire Precautions in Houses. Department of Health for Scotland. 


HMSO (Edinburgh), price 3s. 
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PRIVATE PRACTICE 


[' is sometimes difficult to realise that it is nearly twenty years since the 

practice of architecture has been exercised under normal peacetime 
conditions, and that during that time a new generation of architects has arisen. 
There are mature men of over forty who have never known what these conditions 
were like and who have been following their calling under difficult circum- 
stances throughout their professional careers. 

First there was the war and the disturbed year before its outbreak, involving 
for many an entire break from civilian life, and for the few a dull six or seven 
years of air-raid shelters, war damage, temporary hospitals and the like. After 
the end of hostilities the emphasis was upon municipal housing, and such 
private work as arose was conducted under the distracting limitations of a 
licensing system. Only in the last few years has there been any semblance of a 
return to a normal flow of private building, and even this seems a cynical 
description for the immediate present. 

It is not surprising that comparatively few young architects have considered 


entering upon private practice, nor that those who have can find few men of 


experience from whom to seek personal advice as to the wisdom or otherwise 
of their plans. 

Believing as we do that the best work is done where the designer is free to 
make his own aesthetic decisions and that the life of an architect under such 
conditions is potentially a very satisfying one, we welcome anything that will 
encourage the young man to launch his own boat upon the waters of private 
practice. Mr. Maurice Taylor’s book ‘Private Architectural Practice,’ a notice of 
which appears elsewhere in this issue, fulfils this purpose in a quite admirable 
way. and we commend it most warmly to the young man who has felt the urge 
to launch out in one way or the other, while fearful of the consequences of such a 
drastic step upon his meagre resources. 

The chief virtue of this little book is its emphasis upon a modest beginning. 
Young assistants who work in offices upon big contracts and as members of a 
large staff are apt to think that architectural practice can survive only upon 
such a scale. Mr. Taylor's realistic appraisal of practice within a narrower scope 
will encourage them neither to assume the impossible nor to resign themselves 
to a life as subordinates. He warns them also against accepting on their face 
value the glowing prospects of practices for sale, and the dubious value of 
goodwill. At the same time he shows the possibilities of partnerships where the 
vendor intends to remain in the practice for some years, during which a new 
partner can be establishing the goodwill in his own person. 

These and many other friendly hints are there to help the aspirant to decide 
whether or not the way is open to him to escape from a subordinate position, 
and avoid the inevitable restrictions of a public appointment. If we are to 
preserve a free society the private practitioner is an essential part of the pattern. 





FURNITURE EXHIBITION.—The Council of Industrial Design showed for the 

first time at this exhibition at Earls Court. The stand was designed by Misha Black, 

OBE. FSIA ; the display treatment was by Robert Wetmore, MSIA, See comment 
on facing page 
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Notes of the Week 
Renovation at Versailles 
WORK on the 300-year-old P; 


dlace 
Versailles, outside Paris, ane 
just started, will cost millions of francs 
and is expected to continue forsome years 
writes a correspondent. The work, which 
mainly consists of renovations to the 
acres of roof, is made more difficult and 
hazardous because of the strong winds 
which give to the palace the reputation 
of being the only monument in France 
where a flag cannot be flown for long 
without being swept away by the wind 

Because of the special difficulties which 
beset workmen on the vast roof. the 
world-wide rules for construction site 
safety, drawn up by the Internationa| 
Labour Organisation (ILO), are beins 
applied with particular care. ; 

Among the important events in French 
and world history which have been wit. 
nessed by the Palace are the March of 
the Women to Versailles during the 
French Revolution and the signing of the 
Peace Treaty after the First World War 
in June, 1919. To-day, the Palace houses 
some of the finest of the French national 
art treasures. 
39-67, Gresham-street, EC2 

THE Hon. W. B. L. BARRINGTON, Chair- 
man of the Legal and General Assurance 
Society, Ltd., named the company’s new 
premises in Gresham-street * Barrington 
House’ at an informal ceremony on 
January 24. The property was built for 
Site Improvements, Ltd.: architects, Si: 
John Burnet, Tait and = Partners, in 
association with G. Felix and Partners 
The structural consultant was A. E. Beer 
ERD, ACGI, and the builders were 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd, 
Details of this building will be published 
in a later issue. The basement contains 
a 600-seat restaurant divided into three 
parts: self-service, normal waitress ser- 
vice and a small and very expensive 
restaurant which was said to be of the 
standard of ‘The Ritz’ (gold-plated 
spoons and forks are used for dessert) 
Run by. Mecca, Ltd., in a highly efficient 
manner, the décor is wild in the extreme: 
gold leaf on the coffered ceiling and in 
the centre of the main dining area what 
appeared to be an_ old-fashioned ice: 
cream cart from Brighton selling choco- 
lates and cigarettes and taking the mone) 
Great stuff if you like it that way: 


apparently a large number of people do 
Housing Literature Classified 
Houses and home-making present 
problems which naturally concern neatl\ 
everyone, and thousands of books dealing 
with these problems have been published 
To help the layman find his way abou! 
this mass of literature, Nottingham Pub: 
lic Libraries have recently issued a useful 
booklet entitled ‘ Houses Booklist No 
5 in their series. This sets out the books 
available from the library under 15 main 
headings, such as Buying, Selling, Con- 
verting, Modernising, Building, Decorat: 
ing and Furnishing. The list may We! 
prove of interest beyond the city, and 
copies may be obtained from the City 


Librarian, South Sherwood-street, Not 


tingham, price 6d. 
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TWO LONDON 
EXHIBITIONS 


Two current exhibitions visited on 
their shared opening day could 
hardly be more contrasted, though both 
‘home-making * ones. That at the Crafts 
Centre at Hay Hill (until February 23) is 
of Silver and Engraved Glass, together 
with Lithographs by the Senefelder Club. 
The other is the Furniture Exhibition at 
Farls Court, than which nothing could 
be more worldly in the businessman’s 
sense of the word, though it is not neces- 
sarily more realistic on that account. 

There are I think few happier conjunc- 
tions than engraved decoration and 
blown glass. The fluid and glyptic 
shapes arrested, as it were, in full organic 
growth are articulated as well as orna- 
mented by the crisp incision of the 
diamond-point or other tool, and the 
method and medium have attracted some 
of our very best designers. 

Several of them are on show at the 
Crafts Centre, and choice is of course 
a matter of personal preference. I feel 
that formal or cursive lettering can 
hardly be bettered for the decoration of 
glass, and therefore find David Peace’s 
goblets much to my taste. Again per- 
sonally, the less ambitious pictorially the 
more congenial seems the engraving to 
the medium: for that reason, while 
greatly admiring Anthony Pope’s sour de 
forcee— Roman Invasion, fruit of a 
year’s work—I liked almost better his 
delicate and less ambitious dish 
‘Herons.’ 

Nature-forms, naturalistically rendered 
with only the conventionalisation essen- 
tial to the method, have indeed inspired 
several craftsmen, like Harold Gordon's 
‘Spruce’ ashtray, Ernest Dinkel’s 
‘Butterflies > goblet and Stephen Ricard’s 
‘Garland and Tormentil’ sherry glasses. 
It would not surprise me if these were to 
give a lead towards a valid source of in- 
spiration for the r-. val of ornament. 

Of the silversrr:'1s, | felt that Leslie 
Durbin’s gilt dis. and silver cigarette- 
box in their simplicity still kept him 
ahead of the rest, but there are other 
delightful examples. Of the enamels. 
Gerda Flockinger’s are particularly 
stimulating, particularly a small dish of 
jewel-like colour in red, gold and green 
like an ikon, but longer-established mem- 
bers had reassuring * progress reports” to 
make. Space necessitates my passing 
over the Senefelder prints. 


Furniture Exhibition 


This annual event (open until February 
2) has had at least its fair share of 
knocks, ranging from gentle leg-pulling 
to vitriolic axe-grinding by the avant 
garde. Much of this has been well 
deserved, but not so much by the organ- 
Isers of this exhibition, who must take 
things as they find them, as by the in- 
dustry itself, which sometimes seems to 
the rest of us, remaining captious and 
rational to the point of paranoia in face 
of a growing and unmistakable demand 
for something not only better but saner, 
which also takes account of the times. 

From previous experience, therefore, I 
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confess I had gone to Earls Court pro- 
posing to concentrate on the Council of 
Industrial Design’s selective disp!ay as an 
oasis to be approached in metaphorical 
blinkers. But whether due to the innova- 
tion of the ground floor being given 
over to the public, whose predilection for 
‘contemporary’ is now so evident even 
in uttermost Subtopia: or to the influence 
of such bodies as the CoID: or to the 
fact that in the long run sanity and the 
other old-fashioned virtues do prevail, 
this year’s exhibition is a vastly different 
and encouraging story. 

I cannot, however, here command the 
space to do it justice, and can only say 
that the main part of the show is 
heartily recommended for a visit. True, 
there are still the mink-trimmed lamp- 
shades and the still obsessive preoccupa- 
tion with televiewing gimmicks, laugh- 
ably described in the hand-out as cater- 
ing for *‘ this new recreation of ours,’ but 
the proportion of sensible and even good 
design is almost predominant. 

The ColID’s stand appropriately forms 
part of the central hard-core, and 1s of 
serious intention. The 60 or so pieces 
present a survey of what the Council 
wisely suggests is a generally much higher 
average rather than Things of Distinc- 


FURNITURE EXHIBI- 
TION.—Two_ pieces’ of 
furniture shown at Earls 
Court by Thomas de la Rue. 


Above : a___ sideboard 
designed by William 
Murray Dixon, ARCA, 


in dove grey * Softglow’ 
Formica, with doors of 
‘Polar White, * Tone 
Grey” and * Citron 
Yellow” Left: a circu- 
lar dining table designed 
by Ernest Race, RDI, 
FSIA, with a_ revolving 
centre, also made with 
Formica laminated plastic 


tion for eclectic-hunters. This is a jolly 
good thing for most of us, and particu- 
larly for young-marrieds furnishing for 
the tirst (and probably last) time, who 
want to know what’s wnat and get value 
for their shrinking money. 

This representative cross-section sug- 
gests that the needs of restricted living- 
space are at last being constructively 
studied, and flexibility in alternative 
arrangements of combined living-eating- 
working equipment in the open plan. I 
know to my cost that nothing irritates 
the furniture designer more than archi- 
tectural patronising as opposed to 
patronage, but there are some other 
pennies dropping from the architect’s 
drawing-board into an industry which 
has not always had the same objects and 
realities in mind, judged by results 
hitherto. 

Again, colours seem generally to be 
improved out of all knowledge and (sorry 
to rub it in!) of the kind architects have 
been trying to get from textile people for 
years. The fact that one hears them des- 
cribed by the layman as * South Bank’ 
colours, is not without ironical signifi- 
cance. Well done, everybody concerned! 


BASIL MARRIOTT. 
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PRGOIECT : 


Flats at 43-53, 
Shoot-up Hill, 
for the Borough 
of Willesden 

















Front and side elevations to thirty-second scale 
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JOHN C. MORRIS, BSc, AMICE, MlStructE 
MiMunE, Borough Engineer & Surveyor 
T. N. 'ANSON, ARIBA, Chief Architect 


R. W. HALLAM, ARIBA, Chief Assistant Architect 


R. V. WILLIAMS, ARIBA, & A. A. J. PERRY, ARIBA, 
Architects in Charge 


WATES, Ltd., Builders of the structural frame 
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Flats at Shoot-up Mill 


OINT BLOCKS have been accepted 
by the Willesden BC as one of 
the most likely ways of dealing with 
high-density rehousing. Designs have 
heen developed with 10, 11 and 12 
storeys; internal bathrooms and single 
staircases forming the most interesting 
departures from accepted practice. 

The main structure will be a_ re- 
inforced concrete box frame, the walls 
being load bearing, and the external 
wall infilling will be brick/block cavity 
construction. It is likely that the 
windows will be galvanised steel, mostly 
standard with a small proportion of 
special sizes. 

The combined bathrooms and W.C.s 
have been placed within internal walls 
having artificial light and being mechan- 
ically ventilated into a vertical shaft. 
yia branch shafts running parallel to the 
vertical one for the height of one storey. 
This is to prevent in great measure the 
possibility of smoke, which may for 
some reason or other have found its 
way into the main shaft, having a direct 
path into any flat. 

rhe main extract with two fan units 
is at roof level. The changeover from 
one fan to the other, one fan being in 
reserve, iS manually operated from 
ground-floor level on a light signal. 

After a great deal of discussion with 
the fire prevention officer it has been 
decided, in the light of the rapidly 
changing experience due to the design 
and construction of this kind of struc- 
ture, to provide only one main staircase 
with, however, certain provisos, i.¢., 
that the staircase should be fully en- 
closed and ventilated direct to open air, 
that the lift hall should be open to the 
air at the opposite end and that it 
should have through ventilation. The 
latter will be obtained by full width 
ducts formed beneath the soffit of stair 
fights and landings ventilated to open 
air. 

So far it has been a requirement of 
the Council that solid-fuel open fires 
be provided in the living-room of each 
fat. By using the conventional back 
boiler, hot water is provided to fittings. 
and by using a patent hot-water cylinder 
and cold-water storage cistern com- 
bined, long runs of vent pipes with the 
problem of roof discharge are elimin- 
ated. It is to be noted that the water 
authority still requires a full storage 
of 80 gals. per flat, due in the main to 
the need for boosting storage supply. 

[wo pram lifts are to be provided in 
cach block, stopping at each floor 
evel. This is necessary to cope with 
the council’s method ‘of refuse col- 
lection which is to be a small bin issued 
'0 each tenant, emptied at intervals 
Into a larger bin and transported in one 
of the lifts set aside for this and other 
similar work such as fuel deliveries. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
A Drawing by A. C. Conrade 
To the Editor of The Builder 


MIR. I have turned again and again to 

the splendid colour reproduction in 
your New Year number of the water- 
colour drawing of the interior of St. 
Peter's, Rome, by the late A. C. Conrade, 
always to admire the brilliance of the 
draughtsmanship, but always in the 
feeling that there was something wrong 
with the drawing. The following 
curious facts, which come to light after 
comparing it with text-book illustrations, 
may be of interest. 

The top right-hand corner of the 
drawing shows what appears to be a 
large, elongated panel forming the soffit 
of a sort of diagonal vault. This does 
not exist. Here in actuality is a penden- 
tive containing a large mosaic medallion. 
On the right of this we should expect to 
see the beginning of the coflfered vault 
over the south transept; instead, in the 
drawing, we have part of another odd- 
looking panel, also non-existent. The 
whole of this corner of the drawing 
above the great cornice except the sculp- 
ture, is, in fact, imaginary. The east end 
behind the  baldachino also shows 
departures from the actual building, 
notably in the vault, which does not end 
abruptly, as shown, but continues into 
the apse. There are other inaccuracies 
that need not be gone into. 

Obviously, Conrade could not have 
done this drawing on the spot, not that 
that matters much: many a good water- 
colour has been done from a _ picture 
postcard. Mr. Rowland Pierce in his 
article called attention to Conrade’s love 
of invention. There is, of course, much 
to be said for artistic licence, but | 
wonder whether it is justifiable to the 
extent of substantially altering the form 
of a great work of architecture such as 
St. Peter's. What could have been 
Conrade’s purpose in doing this? I am 
mystified. 

G. J. HOWLING. 
Wimbledon. 
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Automation in Working-up 
Quantities 
To the Editor of The Builder 
.1R,—So the spectre of ‘automation’ 
raises its head in that holy of holies 
—the quantity surveyor’s office. The 
article by Mr. H. M. Stafford in your 
issue Of January 11 aims another blow at 
the established procedure for preparing 
bills of quantities and follows immedi- 
ately after the heavy attack from the pro- 
tagonists of elemental bills. 

The idea of performing the whole of 
the squaring, abstracting and billing of 
quantities by mechanical means, using 
punched cards, is revolutionary and, from 
a close reading of the article, the 
mechanical operations certainly appear to 
be possible and practicable. 

The question which does require ask- 
ing is— How universal is the “* standard 
draft bill” upon which the whole con- 
ception stands or falls?’ It would not be 
worthwhile involving costly machines 
unless the standard draft bill were 
suiliciently extensive to cover at least 80 
per cent. of all items in any particular 
bill. But if automation is a desirable 
development and the mechanisation of 
the whole of the working-up process com- 
mends itself to the quantity surveying 
profession, then many of the difficulties 
likely to be encountered would be 
avoided by making agreed adjustments in 
methods of measurement to facilitate 
mechanisation. 

The idea certainly seems much more 
realistic and worthy of discussion than 
the fantasy of elemental bills in that it 
represents a step towards _ greater 
efficiency and speed in the preparation of 
bills of quantities for the purpose for 
which they were originally designed. 

Gro. BLACKER. 

59, Abingdon-road, Davenport, 

Stockport. 


NEW BUILDINGS IN OLD 
CITIES 
Worcester and Bath Propesalts 


WoRCESTER education committee at its 
meeting on January 21 agreed with the 
architect. Mr. Richard Sheppard, FRIBA, 
that the new Regional Technical College to 
be built in Worcester shall not have a fake 
exterior so as to blend with the surround- 
ing Georgian and Gothic buildings. 
Presenting the plans which the committee 
approved, Mr. SHEPPARD stressed that there 
was a need to go ahead and show chang- 
ing conditions. If this were not done, hz 
said, one fake building after another would 
be erected, as was happening in other areas. 
Bath City Council, which has commis- 
sioned Mr. Frederick Gibberd, FRIBA, to 
design a new technical college, may run into 
opposition from the Georgian Group which 
is to‘ scrutinise the plan closely.” The Group 
would oppose any building that was not in 
scale and character with the City generally. 


OBITUARY 
Louis Jacob, FRIBA 
WE REGRET to announce the death of Mr. 
Louis Jacob, FRIBA, FRICS (retired), who 
died on January 27, aged 88. He was a 
Senior Past Master of the Carpenters’ Com- 
pany. 
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Architectural Work West: 


of the Ministry of Works, 








Survey Training School, Oyo. Staff Architect: P. J. V. Gordon, ARIBA 


TMHE work of an architectural department such as that 

attached to the Ministry of Works of the Western 
Region of Nigeria has a special interest for the young 
architect who has a sense of design and is not afraid to 
take a high degree of responsibility. The region is a 
strip of country approximately 150 miles deep from north 
to south and 300 miles wide from east to west, lying 
between 6 and 10 degs. north of the Equator. The scope 


of the work is varied and interesting, and a short list of 


projects undertaken within the last five years would in- 





clude hospitals, schools, post offices, remand homes, law 
courts and, not least, a new parliament building. To 
deal with this volume of work the architectural branch 
has an all too small establishment of a chief architect, 
a senior architect and five qualified architects, plus a 
fluctuating number of drawing office staff normally 
numbering 12. All members have to accept much more 
responsibility and consequently gain much more experience 
in a short time than their counterparts are likely to 
acquire in a similar period in a United Kingdom office. 


The actual construction is carried out by 
the department either with its own re- 
sources or by contract. If it is decided to 
use the department, working drawings are 
prepared and forwarded to the provincial 
engineer who is then responsible for the 
erection, using direct labour under the 
supervision of inspectors of works. Con- 
struction is normally in concrete block 
work or reinforced concrete according to 
the size of the project, with pitched timber 
roofs covered with asbestos sheets or 
alternatively flat concrete roofs with shade 
slabs on top. All major materials are 
imported, which requires considerable 
forward planning. 


Standard type quarters, as built in 
all provinces. Designed by C. S. M. 
Davidson, FRIBA, Chief Architect 
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Western Region, Nigeria 


E. T. S. KING, 


Director of Public Works, Western Region 


Cc. S. M. DAVIDSON, FRIBA, 
Chief Architect, Western Region 


Right: Office block for Inland Revenue and Department 
of Commerce. Designed by Chief Architect. Below: 
Office block at Ibadan for HE the Governor. Designed 
by the Chief Architect, with details by C. H. Roberts, 
ARIBA. Consulting engineer, Ove Arup and Partners 





Right: Office block for the Public Service Com- 
mission at Ibadan. Designed by the Chief Architect; 
Ove Arup and Partners, consulting engineers. 
Below: Small type post office, showing use of local 
stone. Designed by K. A. R. Purdom, ARIBA, Staff 
Architect 





Design Factors: Certain factors control 
design. They are: (a) Exclusion of the sun 
from the interior of the buildings and pro- 
tection of the exterior walls from direct 
rays during the heat of the day; (+) Siting 
sO as to catch as much as possible of the 
prevailing breeze which is south-west; 
(c) The expansion and contraction of the 
concrete blockwork and r.c. work, which in- 
fluences siting and necessitates expansion 
joints; (¢@) The small variation in shade 
temperature coupled with a high differen- 
tial in rainfall, causing high humidity: 
and (¢) Glare, either direct or reflected 
from surrounding buildings or from the 
ground. 

Owing to the volume of work, standard 
plans are used for such projects as hospitals 
and schools, but special buildings are 
specially designed. Constant experiments 
are made and new ideas tried out. There 
is a vast field for research both in design 
and material. Staff architects are each 
given a number of projects to work on and 





left to develop their own ideas, within the 
financial limits set and under the overall 
supervision of the Chief Architect. Colour 
is an important factor in design as, apart 
frem breaking a building from the visual 
point of view, judicious use of pastel 
shades prevents unpleasant reflected glare 
and tends to repel heat. Snowcem or 
emulsion paint are now largely used both 
inside and out, contrast being obtained by 
paintwork on windows, ete. 
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New Parliament Buildings for the Western Region, Vigeria, | [bad 
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TM'HE most important building erected in the western one chamber for the House of Chiefs (46 members) and 

region of Nigeria is the New Parliament Buildings another for the House of Representatives (80 members), 
at Ibadan, opened by HM the Queen on February 15, both sitting at the same time. The procedure of both 
1956. The primary object was to provide a suitable chambers was to be based on the accepted British methods 
building for all processes of bi-cameral legislation, with of parliamentary government. 


South courtyard, connect- 
ing by stepped covered 
way with the Law blocks 
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Ibadan, Nigeria 


Chief Architect 
c. S. M. DAVIDSON, FRIBA 


Architect for Organisation and Equipment 
C. H. ROBERTS, ARIBA 


Details on Contract 
R. D. LYONS, ARIBA 


Details 
G. C. JOHNSON, ARIBA 


Consulting Engineers for RC Work 
OVE ARUP & PARTNERS 


Site. It was decided that the new parliament buildings 
should be sited near to the existing Secretariat where the 
Ministers already had their offices. The existing Western 
Hall, which had been used for meetings of the Legislature, 
had become totally inadequate for present-day needs. 
An excellent site was available with a south-west aspect 
and a commanding view ; the area had been cleared 
five years previously, and planted with flowering trees to 
form a small park which is now matured. 





Chamber of the House of Chiefs 


Requirements. Accommodation was required for two 
debating chambers with ancillary offices for each, so 
arranged that they might be sealed off from each other 
at certain times. On the other hand, as the Assembly sits 
longer and requires more committee rooms, it would be 
convenient if certain rooms, libraries, etc., could be used 
by both Houses, thus avoiding considerable expense. 
Certain major decisions had to be made before planning 
could be started: one of the most important was whether 


West end of buildings. The 
photograph, taken in bright sun- 
light, shows the walls in shade. 
The horizontal fins protect 
the wall from afternoon sun 
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Detail of panelling and furniture of the House of Chiefs. Panelling is in cedar, and the back of the throne 
is enriched by low-relief traditional Yoruba carving in mahogany, executed by a local African carver 


to use air conditioning or not. It was agreed that air- 
conditioning was not required on this site, it being on high 
ground and with no obstruction to the prevailing breeze. 
A system of extractor fans assisted by small fans for air- 
moving was used. 

Planning. The entrance front for ceremonial occasions 
is to the south and a wide carriageway leads to the en- 


trance porch. The west block contains the House of 


Assembly and public galleries, with Ministerial offices 
above. The centre block houses the main entrance hall, 
voting lobbies, etc., with committee rooms and recreation 
room above on first floor, and the main library for both 
chambers on second floor. The east wing accommodates 
the House of Chiefs, with its own entrance. 
the main buildings are two low blocks which house the 
Speaker’s private office and other administrative offices. 
The main members’ entrance is on the north front, as are 
also public and Press entrances. Car parks are planned 
on this side. 

structure is in reinforced 


Construction. The main 


In front of 


concrete, the roof of the two chambers being carried on 
columns with beams spanning between to give an uninter 
rupted floor space. These columns also support the 
Ministers’ offices which are in part 
over the chamber roofs ; this made an 
design problem as they had to be kept down to the slim- 
mest possible section so as not to interfere with the 


cantilevered out 
interesting 


visibility from the public galleries. Both chambers are sited 
so that the prevailing breeze passes across them ; bronze 
removable screens were designed so as to cause as little 
as possible obstruction to this Externally, 


horizontal concrete fins are built into the chamber walls 


breeze. 


and offer protection when the afternoon sun falls on them. 
The whole surrounding area will be grassed as this kills 
glare and absorbs heat from the sun. 
House of Chiefs. The view on this page of the 
chamber shows the dais arranged as for a visit from the 
Governor. The President’s chair, normally placed in 
front of the throne, is seen to the left. The cedar panelling 
is enriched, behind the throne with low-relief traditional 


Yoruba carving, executed by a local African carver. 
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New Parliament Buildings 
for the Western Region, 


Nigeria 


Hangings are in dark blue brocade and gold thread. The 
coat-of-arms is enamelled in 
entrances to the ‘ayes’ and ‘noes’ lobbies are behind the 


heraldic colours. The 
hangings to either side of the throne. Immediately above 
the coat-of-arms is a small gallery which accommodates 
the tape-recording apparatus and the controller who 
Operates the microphones, also the official reporters. 


An open recreation area has been planned for the Chiefs 
at second-floor level. The reinforced concrete coffered 
ceiling required for this span was left exposed, the depth 
of the coffers being reduced by the introduction of hard- 
board panels suspended on blocks. Walls and ceiling 
are picked out in pastel shades of blue, silver-grey, cream 
and mist-blue. The floor is grey-mottied terrazzo. 


House of Assembly. 
of the 


The layout here is similar to that 
of Chiefs, but the chamber is larger. 
Both chambers have corridors on their north and south 


House 


they exclude the 
sun from the chambers, allow circulation space round 
them, and give extra space when required for seating 


sides ; these serve several purposes : 


Detail of the President’s chair and desk in the House of 
Chiefs, executed by a local African carver in mahogany 


guests. They also give a sense of coolness to the chambers. 
Normally, the sliding, folding metal windows are kept 
open, and fold into the space behind the reinforced con- 


crete louvres. 


Equipment. This includes two passenger lifts, tape- 
recording svstem, electric clocks and division bells. All 
main rooms have telephones. Extract fans are fitted as 


necessary. 


Construction arrangements. Authority to proceed was 
given by the Government in March, 1954,and the project 
was entrusted to the PWD to undertake by direct labour. 
1954, and was 


completed to schedule in March, 1956, in time for the 


Building actually began on November 12, 


budget session. During the construction period, an ad hoc 
committee of Ministers and officials sat to advise on details 
of equipment and furnishing, and to consider arrangements 
for the speedy execution of the project. It is estimated 
that the final cost will be in the region of £400,000, includ- 
ing all fixtures and fittings. 
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The House of Assembly Chamber 
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New Parliament Buildings 


for Western Region, Nigeria 





Circulating corridor. Both chambers have 
such ‘corridors to north and south sides 


The north elevation 


Detail of open recreation area for Chiefs. 
Special attention was paid to colour 
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PROJECT: 


POINT BLOCK FLATS for 


R. A. H. LIVETT, OBE, ARIBA, 
City Architect 


REEMA CONSTRUCTION, Ltd., 


Builders 














UPPER FLOOR PLAN. 


TYPICAL PLAN, Scale: | inch = 32 feet 





the City of Leeds 


HE City of Leeds Housing Committee 
has approved a scheme for the 
erection of 720 flats in the form of 12 
point blocks to be built on five sites 
situated on the outskirts of the city. 
Building operations are expected to com- 
mence early this year. 

Each point block will be ten storeys 
in height and provide 30 two-person 
flats, floor area 478 sq. ft. and 30 three- 
person flats, floor area 604 sq. fi. 


The flats, which are not planned for 
families with children, will be serviced 
at each floor by two lifts, an interlocking 
staircase, centrally situated refuse chutes 
and a large clothes-drying room. Space 
heating and domestic hot water will be 
provided by fully automatic  oil-fired 
boilers situated in the basement. Each 
block will stand in its own grounds suit- 
ably landscaped and there will be ample 
provision for garages. 

The Housing Committee has recom- 
mended the acceptance of a tender for the 
whole scheme amounting to £1,405,305 
for the whole of the works and services, 
the average gross cost per flat being £1,952. 

This is the first scheme for the erection 
of point blocks of flats to be approved in 
Leeds, and it is interesting to note that the 
City Architect is now busily engaged upon 
the preparation of a further scheme for 
ten blocks to be erected on specially 
selected sites. 
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The Building of a New Town—Crawley 


3.—THE 


YOUNGER GENERATION 


By S. Gordon Joseph 


N his annual report for 1955, the local 
Medical Officer of Health stated 
what appears to be a rather remarkable 
fact: namely, that the birth rate for the 
Horsham Urban District (Sussex) was a 
little below average, whereas that for the 
Rural District was not only high, but ex- 
ceptionally high. The explanation is to 
be found in the fact that Crawley New 
Town was part of the Rural District at 
that time, and the new town has an un- 
usually young population. 

Statistics show that the ages of the 
thousands of new inhabitants coming 
into Crawley each year are well below 
the national average. Those under 44 
years form approximately 90 per cent. of 
the town’s population, compared with the 
national proportion of 65 per cent.: and 
the majority of them are under 35 years 
old. This is reflected not only in a high 
birth rate but also in a large child popu- 
lation, which is expected to increase con- 
siderably during the next decade or so. 

Another feature of the general youth- 
fulness of new town parents is that the 
majority of children are still under teen- 
age and, in fact, the teenage group at 
present is actually below the national 
average proportion. The consequences 
of these various facts upon the building 
programme, both present and future, are 
extremely important: not only with 
regard to schools but to a much wider 
range of buildings — youth club centres, 
entertainment and recreational places 
and eventually the possible extensions of 
factories and other employment 
premises. 

Building Programmes Inadequate 

This prob!em is, of course, a national 


one. But it is particularly acute in 
Crawley with its higher-than-average 


birth rate and where no less than one- 
third of the town’s population is of 
school age or younger. A_ youthful 
population was certainly anticipated by 
the planners, but hardly to the extent 
that has actually taken place. Neigh- 


bourhood building programmes, based 
on the estimates and indeed even the ex- 
periences of three or more years ago, are 
already proving inadequate in some dis- 
tricts and categories. And it can be ex- 
pected that a programme of building 
based on present youth needs will almost 
certainly be insufficient for the immediate 
future. 

Yet to provide a larger quantity of 
such buildings {even if that were possible 
under current financial restrictions) 
would involve another kind of risk. For 
in the more distant future, Crawley’s 
population-figure abnormalities may 
tend to iron out and approach the 
national norm—meaning that the town 
wou!'d then be left over-supplied with 
special types of permanent buildings and 
burdened with the costs of maintenance 
or conversion. 

Here is a close-up example of the 
problem in terms of just one neighbour- 
hood. Langley Green alone has a popu- 
lation of about 7,000, out of whom more 
than 1,000 are under five years of age. 
Yet in the whole of Crawley (consisting 
of at least six completed neighbourhoods 
so far), there are only 1,200 teenagers. 
Thus facilities which are barely adequate 
for a whole town of teenagers in 1956, 
will be inadequate for even a _ single 
neighbourhood of teenagers in 1966! 
Yet in ten years’ time, that part of the 
population younger than teenage may 
well be much less than the present figure. 
Building plans, therefore, which try to 
cater for today’s low-teenage high-junior 
figures must also take into account to- 
morrow’s high-teenage possibly lower- 
junior trends. 

The provision of sufficient school room 
has become one of the most urgent prob- 
lems in the new town. Almost as fast 
as a school is erected, new c!assrooms are 
needed. Only a short while seems to 
pass before the familiar public announce- 
ment reappears in the local press: 
*Notice is hereby given in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 13 (3) of 
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the Education Act 1944... 


ae -” and goes o; 
to propose establishing ati 


“a new county 


secondary grammar school for 549 . 
+ ‘ 


and girls between the ages of 11 and 1¢ 
"a new county junior and infants hog 
for 560 boys and girls between the see 
of five and 11,’ ‘a new county secondan 
modern school for 600 boys and gir 
between the ages of II and 15” 0 
various specified sites in the Crawle 
area. These three notices did in fy 
appear recently, all with the same ri 
of origin. And when the Minister 9; 
Education came down to Crawl 
recently, it was not just to open ong 
school or even two, but nine, which hai 
accumulated over the past year or so 1 
await their official opening. The amouy 
of school building scheduled for Crawle 
for 1957-58 is 87 per cent. of the whol: 
of Sussex’s programme for that year 
to the tune of over £360,000. And yet 
the new town is still chronically short oi 
school room. 


School Building in Arrears 


The reason for the shortage is not on 
the greater-than-expected increase jn th: 
number of schoolchildren, but also be. 


cause even the planned school-building 


programme is falling behind schedule, 4 
new school at Langley Green, for e. 
ample, was expected to be finished by 


this January, but will probably not te 
autumn. — Much 


next 
behind 


Past 


before 
of the falling 
financial reasons. 
costs, based on 
levels with a margin for upward trend 
have often turned out to be too low, s 
that sometimes even the lowest tender 
received by the county authorities hav 
been much greater than the authorised 
expenditure. Thus the new schools c: 
scarcely be erected without economising 
and features which are not absolute 
essential will have to go. It has been 
admitted that the latest schools cann 
hope to be as good in so many respects 
as those built two or more years ago. 
Meanwhile, the fact remains that man 
of Crawley’s schools at present face ti 
threat of overcrowding. Even if th 
Langley Green school instanced abov 
had been ready right on the schedule 
date, it has been estimated that within 
year there would once again have aris: 


ready 
i’ due { 
estimates 0! 

















Left: The main entrance of St. Margaret's Church of England Primary School; completed in 1955. 


Architects: Woodroffe, Buchana' 

and Coulter. Right: Part of the north frontage of Hazlewick County Secondary Modern School, showing the dining hall (left) a 

the art room which stands above the main entrance hall; the main assembly hall lies behind facing south over extensive playing fields 
Architect: J. Catchpole, ARIBA, County Architect, East Sussex 


contemporary _ pric: 
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shortage of classrooms. The difficulty 
sthat the choice, where there is a choice, 
seems to fall between overcrowding in 
the present and the near future, due to 
the unusually high child population, and 
the possibility of empty or under-em- 
loved classrooms in later years, should 
ihe child population figures fall towards 
the national norm. 

The solution lies to some extent in the 
provision of emergency school quarters 
and the temporary school hut has in fact 
yecome an accepted feature of Crawley 
New Town life. At Langley Green, for 
example, new temporary hut-classrooms 
have been in the process of construction 
since the last winter term began, each 
with a capacity for 40 children. These 
are not even the first to be erected at 
Langley Green school, so that by now no 
less than six emergency hut-c!assrooms 
surround the permanent school building. 
Other neighbourhoods have their share 
of huts, too. These buildings have been 
designed to be transferred to other 
schools as necessary. 

The peculiarities of the youth-age- 
group distribution in Craw!ey also exerts 
its influence on recreational buildings. It 
soon became clear that the existing facili- 
ties in the old town were not going to 
prove adequate for the increased youth 
population. The idea of the Community 
Centre, proposed in the Master Plan as 
afeature of each neighbourhood, was to 
provide a convenient and suitable venue 
not only for adult but also youth leisure- 
time activities. The permanent Centre 
built in the first of the neighbourhoods, 
West Green, has in fact become partly 
an HQ of youth activities. And though 
none of the other neighbourhoods has, 
or looks like having, its own permanent 
centre in the near future, neverthe!ess the 
temporary community huts are available 





The 


Residential street in Pound Hill. 
trees were part of the former woodland, and 
were retained to grace the neighbourhood 
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Part of the shopping centre of Langley Green neighbourhood where 20 shops, with 
maisonettes above, cater for a population of some 7,000 


equally to adults and youth organisations 
for their meetings. 

The aim of Crawley’s Youth Leaders’ 
Council, however, is to have a special 
hut-building provided for each neigh- 
bourhood. The Development Corporation 
has accordingly made designs of youth 
club huts, of a more or less permanent 
nature, which they are prepared to build 
for the West Sussex CC to lease. 

Such huts would be constructed only 
as the sufficient demand arose in the 
neighbourhood concerned. In designing 
huts exclusively for youth, every feature 
is able to be considered solely from the 
standpoint of the young person and the 
strenuous use which the building is likely 
to undergo as an indoor games centre: 
while their contemporary design aims to 
avoid the drab * hut look.’ 


Dual-purpose Parilions 


Another idea proposed for providing 
premises for youth activities is the dual- 
purpose pavilion. The need for sports 
pavilions on playing fields was accepted 
recently by the Urban District Council, 
ata figure of £3,000 each. But organisa- 
tions such as the Youth Advisory Com- 
mittee felt that it would be a better plan 
to spend two or three times that sum on 
dual-purpose buildings. For, in their 
capacity as ordinary sports pavilions, the 
buildings would be used merely as 
refreshment- and changing-rooms, pos- 
sibly as equipment storage rooms in some 
instances, on weekend afternoons only 
existing for no other purpose during most 
of each week. Far better to plan a sports 
pavilion of a type which could also be 
used intensively as a youth centre for the 
rest of each week, all the year round. 
This would increase the cost to about 
£8,000, but would still be more economic 
(in money, land and provision of mutu- 
ally-usable facilities) than one building 
for youth and another for sports clubs. 
Both the Urban District and the County 


Council are in favour of the idea. Mean- 
while, government approval is awaited. 

The youth population * bulge. then, 
moving through the infant and junior 
age-groups during the next few years, 
will have passed into the teenage cate- 
gory by the mid-1960's, radically chang- 
ing the youth population structure and 
bringing new pressures to bear on build- 
ing requirements. At present, there are 
less than 500 in the 15-17 year old age- 
group in the new town—a figure well 
below the national average. By 1961, 
their number is estimated to rise to 2,500 
(equal to the national average): and by 
1966, there will be some 3,500 in that 
small age-range alone (or twice the 
national average). 

Other things being equal, a large pro- 
portion of these future teenagers will 
look to Manor Royal and the rest of the 
industrial area for their livelihood. Their 
influx into industry, if the latter can 
absorb them, must result in further fac- 
tory building or extension. If, however. 
they cannot be absorbed. because of 
limits to the scope of individual firms. 
they will have to turn elsewhere for em- 
ployment, possibly outside the new 
town. According to the extent to which 
they are forced to take the latter course. 
so a feature of the new town ideal is 
weakened—namely, the chance for 
citizens to work near their homes. Any 
future expansion of industry will most 
likely have to come from the firms exist- 
ing in the Manor Royal area four or five 
years hence. For it is anticipated that 
the current volume of transfer of industry 
from London to the new town will have 
slowed down considerably in the late 
1950’s and more or less ceased by 1960- 
61. But in any case, there will certainly 
be plenty of ground space within the in- 
dustrial area, for the growth of both light 
and heavy industry for the new town and 
its future working citizens. 

(To be concluded) 











HOUSE AT CLEY, 


Architect: J. FLETCHER WATSON, 


Builders: H. BULLEN & Son, Ltd. 


HIS four-bedroom house recently built 

in Norfolk has some _ interesting 
details. Centrally heated, lavatory basins 
are provided in all the four bedrooms. 
Insulation is by glass wool at first-floor 
ceiling level. External bricks are Rustic 
flettons; roofing is Smut pantiles; windows 
are purpose-made timber. The Georgian 
pilasters at the front door are made up 
by projecting brickwork 43 and 9 in. and 
applying wooden mouldings in appropriate 
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places. Total cost £5,005. 
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SECTION AA 


Subcontractors and suppliers: Boiler, Crane; 
floor tiles, Accotile; electrical installation, L. 
Hack: door furniture, Comyn Ching and Co. 
Hall Main entrance 
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News of the Week 


RIBA Contract Recommendation 


THE 23RD ANNUAL REPORT of the Tor- 
quay and District Joint Consultative 
Board of Architects and Builders, now 
circulated to members, states that the 
RIBA Form of Contract has been closely 
gudied by the Board in the course of 
the year. The final outcome was to re- 
commend that as soon as the new Form 
of Contract is drawn up its use should 
be barred unless used in its entirety and 
without major amendments. 


Children’s Essays 

Tue Council for Visual Education has 
now made its award in the competition 
for essays on * Beautiful Buildings I have 
seen.” The competition was divided into 
three age groups (10-13, 14-15 and 16 and 
over) and prizes of book tokens value £4 
and £2 were offered. 251 essays were 
submitted. In the junior class, the winner 
was Charles S. Scott, of Alloa, Clack- 
mannanshire, Hilary V. Sweet being 
second. In the intermediate section, the 
winner was Lorna Petty, of Lincoln, 
Leonard G. Smith being placed second. 
In the senior class, the winner was John 
H. Champness, of Hackney, second prize 
being shared between Roger Castle and 
Peter Maidwell. 


Altogether 251 essays were submitted, 
but probably many more were written but 
not adjudged by the form masters as up 
to standard. Few, state the judges, dealt 
with modern buildings, and all three 
winners took medieval buildings as their 
subjects. There may be a moral in this, 
but if so it may not be of any great 
assistance to architects who are faced 
with the problem of building structures in 
contemporary style to meet current needs. 
May we suggest to the Council that 
they might consider a special section in 
which buildings erected since, say, 1920 
should form the subject of the essay? 


The New President, LMBA 


THE pleasant annual custom whereby 
the new President of the London Master 
Builders’ Association meets representatives 
of the technical Press concerned with 
building and architecture, at an informal 
luncheon, was continued on Monday this 
week, by Mr. W. Kirby Laing. This was 
no occasion for speechmaking, but in a 
‘ew quiet words Mr. Laing indicated that 
his own interests lie in the field covered 
by the Duke of Edinburgh’s Study Con- 
lerence—that of improving human rela- 
lions in industry. This, said the new presi- 
dent, was a broad field and was not con- 
fined only to the construction side of the 
building industry—it would cover, for 
example, the obligation of a firm not to 
leave a site in such a condition that it 
would remain an eyesore to the public for 
many years to come. 

Mr. Laing was asked a number of 
Pertinent questions about the building in- 
dustry, ranging from petrol restrictions 
and elemental bills to negotiated contracts 
and research, and his off-the-record re- 
Plies Were much appreciated for their 
frankness and the careful thought he put 
into them. At a time when the building 
industry, in common with British industry 


COMING EVENTS 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 
INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS: Licentiate Discussion 
Club.—Annual dinner and dance at the Bon- 
nington Hotel, Southampton-row, WC1. 6.30 
p.m. Tickets from the Hon. Sec., 48, Bedford- 
sq., WCI. 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4. 
INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (Junior 
Section).—Practice Arbitration. 98, Gloucester- 
place, Wl. 7 p.m. J 
SocieTy OF ENGINEERS.—Inaugural meeting. 
Presidential address by E. C. Le Jeune, FSE, 
MIGasE, MSocCE (France), MIIA. Geolo- 
gical Society, Burlington House, W1. 5.30 p.m. 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5S. 
RIBA.—General meeting. Presentation of 
prizes by President. Criticism of work by Sir 
Hugh Casson, FRIBA. 66, Portland-pl., W1. 


6 p.m. 
INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS.— Large- 
span Prestressed Concrete’ Bridges Con- 


structed by the Freyssinet System.’ By Y. 
Guyon, Institution of Civil Engineers, Gt. 
George-st., SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

JOINT CONSULTATIVE BOARD OF ARCHITECTS 
AND BUILDERS.—Annual general meeting. Vic- 
toria Hotel, Belgrave-rd., Torquay. 7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 6. 

WOLVERHAMPTON AND STAFFORDSHIRE COL- 


generally, is having to do a good deal of 
heart-searching over the future, the Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association are 
fortunate in having as their president the 
head of a world-wide building organisa- 
tion, who can be expected to view the 
day-to-day problems of the industry in 
the wider context of the national interest. 


Wise Old Bird 


Ir 1s reported from Santa Barbara, 
California, that Mr. Frank Lloyd Wright 
is to go to Iraq in March in order to 
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LEGE OF TECHNOLOGY.—Annual prize distribu- 
tion. By A. A. Part, MBE, BA, Under-Secretary, 
Ministry of Education. Civic Hall. Wolver- 
hampton. 7.30 p.m. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MuseuM.—‘ Decora- 
tive Painting in England.—II: Mid-Georgian to 
Regency.’ By E. Croft Murray, South Ken- 
sington, SW7. 6.15 p.m. 

LONDON BUILDERS’ FOREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. 

-Educational lecture. Memorial Hall, Far- 
ringdon-st., EC2. 6.15 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17. 

TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE.—General meet- 
ing. ‘Some National Park Problems.’ By Mr. 
Patrick Monkhouse, Livingstone Hall, Broad- 
way, Westminster, SW1l. 6 p.m. 

RiCS (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—‘ Settlement 
and Sub-Soil,’ By Mr. Fordham Pryke, 12, 
Gt. George-st.. SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8. 

BIRMINGHAM AND FIVE COUNTIES ARCHITEC- 
TURAL ASSOCIATION.— Tall Office Buildings.’ 
By Erno Goldfinger, LRIBA, 8, Newhall-st., 
Birmingham. 6 p.m. 

LONDON AREA PLUMBING TRADES APPREN- 
TICESHIP COUNCIL.—Prize giving. ‘County Hall, 
Westminster Bridge, SEl. 7 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9. 

EcCLESIOLOGICAL SOcIETY.—Visit to Corpus 
Christi (RC) Church, Brixton Hill, and St. Mat- 
thew, Brixton. Water-la., Brixton. 2.30 p.m. 


design and build an opera house in 
Baghdad at the invitation of the Iraqi 
Government. 

‘I would not give a hoot, he com- 
mented, * to build an opera house in New 
York or London, but Baghdad is a differ- 
ent story. I shall have two acres in the 
middle of the city, a completely free hand 
and no cost limitations.’ 


Chair of Structural Engineering 


A CHAIR of Structural Engineering has 
been established in the Faculty of Tech- 


i 


SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE—The Premier of New South Wales, Mr. Cahill, 
announced on Tuesday the result of the award in the architectural competition for 
a New State Opera House to be built in Sydney. The award is: 1st (£45,000) : 
Joern Utzon, Denmark ; 2nd (£A2,000): A group of seven architects, Messrs. 
J. Marzella, L. Loschetter, W. W. Cunningham, W. Weissman, M. Brecher, 
R. Geddes and G. Qualls, of Philadelphia ; 3rd (£A1,000) : Boissevain & Osmond, 
2, Field Court, Gray’s Inn, WC1. A view of the model of the British design placed 
third is given above ; it shows the main opera house and smaller concert hall, with 


a restaurant linking the two and the piazza between. 


This block model of the 


opera house is not quite as in the final version, but is substantially the same 
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nology to which the University Council 
and the Council of the Manchester 
College of Science and Technology have 
appointed Mr. Wilfred Merchant, MA 
(Oxford), SM (Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology), DSc (Manchester), 
MIStructE, AMIMechE, at present 
Reader in Applied Mechanics in the 
Faculty, with effect from January 1. 
Gatwick Airport Building 

THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT and 
Civil Aviation, Mr. Harold Watkinson, 
on the advice of Messrs. Frederick S. 
Snow and Partners, the Ministry’s con- 
sulting engineers. for Gatwick Airport, 
has awarded the contract for the terminal 
building to Messrs. Turriff Construction 
Corporation Ltd., of Warwick. The 
value of the contract is £939,286. The 
architect for the terminal building is Mr. 
F. R. S. Yorke, FRIBA, of Messrs. 
Yorke, Rosenberg and Mardall. 


An RSH London Meeting 


WE regret that our ‘Coming Events’ 
column recently made reference to a 
lecture on ‘Sanitary installations and 
appliances: their place in good building 
design,’ as being arranged for January 24. 
The lecture, which is by Mr. Alister Mac- 
Donald, FRIBA, is in fact to be given on 
Wednesday, February 13, at the Caxton 
Hall, SWI (2.30 p.m.). 

NCB Divisional Architect 

THE NATIONAL COAL BOarD invite 
applications by February 28 for the post 
of Divisional Architect, South-Western 
Division, Architects’ Branch. Salary 
range, £1,725-£2,400 per annum. 


‘Professional Announcements 


Mr. S. T. C. ReEEKS, ARIBA, has retired 
from the partnership of S. T. C. Reeks & T. L. 
Brown, PO Box 629, Khartoum, Sudan, and 
has taken up residence at * Rosemullion,’ St. 
Mawes, Cornwall (St. Mawes 374), from which 
address, at present, he will practise; trade cata- 
logues will be acceptable. 

Messrs. CectL HOwItTT AND PARTNERS, 
architects and surveyors, of Nottingham, will 
open a new office at St. Andrew’s House, 48, 
Princess-road, Leicester, today, February 1. 
Trade catalogues would be appreciated. 


From * The Builder’ of 1857 
Saturday, January 31, 1857 


A FEW woRDS to those who consider 
themselves the guardians of the work- 
man’s right. You have shown a vast 
amount of zeal in forming trades’ unions 
—in levying contributions to support 
strikes, sometimes of a frivolous nature. 
Here then is a subject at which you may 
employ your Zeal to good account: 
thousands are out of employment owing 
to the depression of trade; thousands of 
innocent children are suffering the pangs 
of hunger owing to this depression. You 
have societies already organised, 
resources at your command, in readiness 
to combat with any employer who 
chooses to infringe upon your alleged 
rights. Cannot these resources be 
brought to bear upon the present existing 
emergency? A work of charity—a work 
of mercy presents itself to your notice, in 
which we are deeply interested. Such 
a step on your part, I am_ persuaded, 
would meet with public approval and, in 
addition, public co-operation. 

A STONEMASON. 


BOOK 


+ Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., ‘The Builder, 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





PRIVATE ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE. By 
Maurice E. Taylor, ARIBA. (London: 
Leonard Hill (Books) Ltd.). Price 15s. 


MPuis is a book which many will open 

with some scepticism. How can such 
a diversified subject be treated in any 
adequate way within the covers of such a 
slender volume? This is the question that 
plants a seed of unbelief, 


The cure for any such frame of mind in 
this case is to read it, and a very few pages 
will be sufficient to hold the reader’s interest 
and to convince him that this is a serious 
work and one which has been well worth 
compiling. It is also one which appears at 
an appropriate time, for the immediate post- 
war mood which began to take for granted 
the inevitability of a bureaucratic State has 
begun to wear off, and the longing for some 
measure of freedom in the daily life of the 
artist is no longer a mere dream without 
hopes of fulfilment. 


More and more young architects feel the 
urge to practise their art outside the 
confining influence of official offices and 
committee rooms so easily entered and so 
hard to break away from. To such as these 
the problem of existence while these dreams 
are to become realised is a difficult one, and 
the men who have passed through similar 
experience to whom they might turn for 
advice are fast disappearing. 

Mr. Maurice Taylor proves himself to be 
a real friend to such as these and has 
succeeded in this book in conveying the 
pleasure to be gained from free practice on 
the most modest scale, and in applying to 
his conclusions a measure of common sense 
without which fatherly advice contains no 
practical stimulus. He strikes the happy 
mean between the recklessness of the young 
man who buys a name plate in the faith 
that the gods will do the rest, and the one 
who wraps himself in such excessive caution 
that he can never start at all. 

Every book can be criticised, and this is 
no exception, but these observations are 
made with sympathetic intentions and with 
an eye upon a second edition which it is 
felt will inevitably follow. Figures are 
quoted of probable costs and _ living 
standards, and it would indeed be difficult 
to exclude them and still carry the point. 
But figures can be very deceptive, par- 
ticularly in such times as these when the 
value of money continues to fall overnight, 
as it were. For instance, the prospect of 
earning a steady £1,000 a year is not now a 
very encouraging inducement to enterprise, 
nor will it be easy to find an office at £1 a 
week, nor shared secretarial assistance for 
£2. These are matters which might be put 
with more reserve before young readers take 
them too literally. 

The last few chapters dealing with a few 
specialist subjects seem a little out of balance 
in that they cover only one or two 
administrative specialities in details, while 
leaving many others of equal significance 
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unmentioned. Of the former the chapter 9 
‘That Survey’ must be excepted, jn that it 
is first rate and well in the spirit of the book 

How excellent also is the chapter on the 
collection of fees! The old-fashioned 
nonsense of professing to regard the charo. 
ing of fees as something almost indecent nd 
be postponed as long as possible, has led to 
more unpleasant disputes than anything else 
and Mr. Taylor’s advice to charge what . 
due when it is due explodes the myth very 
satisfactorily. j 

The young architect need not hesitate to 
invest his money on this admirable |iitle 
work; it may well show him a profit in the 
end. 

G. MAXWELL AyLwin, 


R. S. REYNOLDS 
MEMORIAL AWARD 


25,000 Prize for Design in 
Aluminium 


HE American Institute of Architects 
have now announced plans for admini- 
stration of the R. S. Reynolds Memorial 
Award, a $25,000 annual prize for the archi- 
tect making the ‘most significant contribu- 
tion to the use of aluminium” in the building 
field. Some details of the award were given 
in The Builder of December 21 last. 


Leon Chatelain, jr., president of the AIA, 
said in Washington on January 14 that 
‘entry blanks’ have been mailed to archi- 
tectural societies throughout the world, 
Architects practising legally in any nation 
are eligible. Membership in a professional 
society is not a requirement. The Institute 
will name a five-man jury to screen nomina- 
tions and select the winner of the award. 

Closing date for submission of nomina- 
tions is February 15. Nominations may be 
submitted by the architect himself, by his 
firm, by the owner of the building or struc- 
ture involved, or by others, Mr. Chatelain 
pointed out. 

Nominees will receive from the Institute 
a special binder for dispiaying photographs. 
site plans and other descriptive data. The 
binder must be returned to the AIA by 
March 25. Judging will be conducted at 
the Octagon, Washington, headquarters of 
the AIA, and will be completed by April 3. 

Rules set up by the Institute provide that 
‘the award may be made for a structure of 
any classification” completed prior 10 
January 1, 1957. ‘Nor. is it necessary,’ 
according to the Institute, * for the structure 
to have been designed for human habitation: 
it may be entirely utilitarian or principally 
symbolic or decorative, or a structure featur: 
ing integral architectural sculpture. Prime 
consideration will be given to the creative 
value of the contribution, and its potential 
influence on the architecture of our times. 
rather than to the size or type of structure. 

The $25,000 honorarium will be accom 
panied by an appropriate aluminium emblem 
designed by a prominent sculptor. Af 
aluminium plaque will be presented to the 
owner of the building for which the award 
is given. 

All communications to the R. S. Reynolds 
Memorial Award, The American Institute 0! 
Architects, The Octagon, 1735 New York 
avenue, NW, Washington 6, DC. 
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—the home of all that is best in modern 
building practice. 

The accumulated experience of over 60 
years’ service is at your command. 


MULLEN & LUMSDEN Lid 
Cmtractord 


N° 4/-EAGLE STREET: HIGH HOLBORN: LONDON: WET 
CHANCERY 7422-3-4 








SMALL WORKS DEPT. : SOUTHAMPTON: JOINERY WORKS: 
COPTIC STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 151 ROMSEY ROAD, SHIRLEY GRESHAM WORKS, SOUTH NORWOOD 
MUSEUM 3705 SOUTHAMPTON 73176 ADDISCOMBE 1264 
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HOUSING THE CITY DWELLER 


Association of Building Technicians’ Conference 


Tue Association of Building Techni- 
cians held a conference at the Archi- 
ectural Association, Bedford-square, 
wel, January 24, attended by town 
planners, architects and others interested 
in the housing problem, from all over 
Britain. Mr. Arthur Ling, MA, FRIBA, 
MTPI, city architect and planning officer 
for Coventry, was in the chair. 

In his opening remarks Mr. LING 
emphasised the qualifications of the ABT 
to speak on a comprehensive basis on the 
subject to be discussed, namely, * Housing 
the City Dweller.’ ‘ This is the first time,’ 
he said, ‘that elected members of local 
quthorities, their officers, research 
workers and all who are interested in 
planning and building, have had the op- 
portunity to meet and discuss the difficult 
problems of city reconstruction.” 

Mr. Ling went on to state that since 
the end of the war there had been power- 
ful and successful propaganda for decen- 
tralisation, dispersal and for dealing with 
overspill by the construction of new and 
expanded towns, but very little had been 
heard about the problems of the inner 
areas of the cities. ‘ Yet, he said, ‘I 
believe the reconstruction of these twi- 
light areas is the real objective of dis- 
persal. The intention was to give elbow 
room, in these older areas, at the centre 
so that a renewal could take place. 

‘The Town and Country Planning 
Association,’ he continued, “have been 
most successful in their fight for new 
towns as part of a general dispersal 
policy, but I believe there has been no 
similar drive to create public opinion and 
Government support for the arrest of 
decay and the renewal of life in the city 
centres. It is perhaps symbolic of the 
situation that this conference was origin- 
ally planned for the autumn of last year, 
but when it was found that the date coin- 
cided with the conference of the Town 
and Country Planning Association on the 
subjects relating to decentralisation, the 
ABT gracefully gave way. That in fact 
is what has been happening in respect 
of city reconstruction. It has so far had 
to take second place or no place at all. 


Powerful Drive Needed 


‘There is, however, a growing body of 
opinion that we cannot neglect city recon- 
struction for the city dweller any longer 
and a powerful drive should now be 
started to focus public attention on this 
essential need.’ 

Regarding the problems involved, Mr. 
Ling went on to say that the most out- 
worn housing areas had been left un- 
touched, but new sites were almost ex- 
hausted. The crucial point had arrived 
when we could no longer ignore the 
problems of reconstruction in and around 
the centre. ‘It is significant that so far 
there have been built in the new towns 
around London only 30,000 houses. I 
Say only, but this is a really big achieve- 
ment, Whereas in the suburbs there have 
been built 300,000.’ 

Continuing, he said that one of the 
main reasons why the dispersal policy 


had failed was that it had been too one- 
sided—too much to the dispersal side and 
not enough to the city, and we had been 
bedevilled by the necessity of having to 
cope with the housing waiting list, other- 
wise it would have been possible to get 
on with the decanting process very much 
quicker. He suggested that the housing 
waiting lists be ignored in the reconstruc- 
tion of the twilight central city housing 
areas, Otherwise the gaps created on re- 
housing would be fiiled again and these 
old buildings remain a continuing source 
of housing need. ‘I think we can 
assume,’ he added, ‘that we are talking 
about areas of high density,up to 200 per- 
sons to the acre. The so-called contro- 
versy of houses versus flats does not 
really enter into our discussions for cen- 
tral areas.’ 

In conclusion, Mr. Ling said that in 
the complicated problems to be faced it 
would help if we could share our experi- 
ence and pool ideas. That is why the 
conference had been called. 


No Adequate Answer 


Mr. R. W. Toms, on behalf of the 
Association, introduced the discussion 
memorandum. He referred to the in- 
creasing financial problems besetting local 
authorities in addition to the shortage of 
sites. ‘Because of this the much more 
permanent and physical problem of 
where to build tends to be obscured. Pre- 
sent plans have no adequate answer to 
this problem and even with other diffi- 
culties lessened or removed there is little 
hope of a decent home for thousands of 
families on the waiting lists unless we 
can find a solution to this sites problem. 

“To see the way forward even in the 
sphere of housing, the memorandum con- 
siders it necessary to re-examine many 
of the basic assumptions which lie be- 
hind planning to-day. There is no doubt 
we cannot continue to build in the way 
we have built since the war. Most of 
the buildings have been built on virgin 
land and there is all too little of this left 
within reach of the centres. Inside the 
cities nearly all sizeable vacant or blitzed 
sites have been built on and all of. us 
are aware of the continual search for new 
sites, however small.’ 

Stressing two points, Mr. Toms said: 
‘First, we cannot afford to spread our 
cities as some other countries might. If 
we do this we would soon have a con- 
tinuous built-up area from the South 
Coast right up through the heart of the 
country. Secondly, we have a vast legacy 
of outworn buildings in the great cities 
and conurbations. These slums and near- 
slums must be swept away. Yet in these 
cities is invested a tremendous industrial 
and social capital in work places, social 
facilities, transport systems, etc. 

‘The memorandum disputes two basic 
ideas behind present planning,’ he said. 
‘ First, the idea that the lower the density 
the better the density. Secondly, that 
decentralisation to new or expanded 
towns is the key to the problems of the 
cities; the assumption that it is the essen- 
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tial first step before the congested areas 
can be dealt with. On the first point there 
are now strong currents of opinion 
against low densities as a desirable objec- 
tive in planning. “ Prairie Planning,” as it 
is called.’ 

Continuing, Mr. Toms said that the 
ABT disputed the idea of the lowest prac- 
tical densities ‘ because it accepts and per- 
petuates the sprawl. It ignores the com- 
munity structure of a great city and its 
surroundings which, we hold, should be 
the basis for future development. On 
decentralisation the ABT were firmly of 
the opinion that it has become a diver- 
sion, an escape from the main task of city 
reconstruction. 

‘They considered that the new towns 
or expanded towns cannot make a sig- 
nificant contribution to the relief of con- 
gestion in particularly worn-out areas to 
enable rebuilding to proceed.’ 


Aims of Decentralisation 


“In our view any measure of decentralisa- 
tion must aim at the following: the develop- 
ment of any existing town must be primarily 
in the interest of that town and its hinter- 
land. The siting of new towns can be 
important in the bringing of life to a whole 
region. In general there is every reason 
why they should be sited outside the spheres 
of influence of the community.’ 

Mr. Toms went on to say that in the 
memorandum it was propused that there 
be a levelling up of low densities and the 
enforcement of these minimum densities; 
a new attitude to obsolescence in old pro- 
perty. ‘Reconstruction implies demoli- 
tion,’ he said, ‘and we must determine those 
buildings which are obsolescent and which 
it will be in the interest of city develop- 
ment to demolish first of all. The classifica- 
tion of all existing dwellings together with 
other buildings interspersed with housing— 
on the lines we have suggested—is, we feel, 
an essential basis for any planned measures 
of reconstruction. 

‘As to the tactics of the housing opera- 
tion. Each project should be a part of a 
programme of stage by stage decanting 
and rebuilding. This involves the selection 
of sites suitable for early development with 
high-intensity building related to the ulti- 
mate plans of communities and to afford 
immediately the greatest housing gains. 

‘It means early concentration, not neces- 
sarily on congested slum sites but as much 
on major developments elsewhere for the 
primary purpose of relieving congestion in 
the crowded districts to enable stage by 
stage rebuilding.’ 

In conclusion, Mr. Toms referred to some 
of the implications of this approach—such 
as the more strategic use of tall buildings 
and the development of new forms and 
layouts of high-density housing. ‘ Piecemeal 
development does not pay. We need unified 
direction of all development in a particular 
area.’ 

COUNCILLOR R. EDMONDS, chairman of the 
Town Planning Committee of LCC, opened 
the afternoon session of the conference. He 
began by stressing that what the gathering 
was concerned with to-day were the great 
conurbations such as Leeds, Glasgow, Man- 
chester, Birmingham, etc., and in considera- 
tion of these things the city dweller must 
be taken into account. 
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‘Have we enough private opinion to pro- 
claim centralisation to be a new truth?’ he 
said. ‘I would say not if this means whole- 
sale modification of our density standards. 
Have we still enough private opinion to 
proclaim in decentralisation a truth to which 
all of us must hold fast? What the Barlow 
Commission proclaimed in 1940 was clear- 
cut thinking based on the belief that plan- 
ning is a national rather than a local affair.’ 


Mr. Edmonds went on to say that the 
legacy left us by jerry building and the 
Victorian age must be put right and in put- 
ting it right it seemed that we had reached 
a stage of indetermination, ‘and that,’ he 
added, ‘ is what I would like to see altered.’ 

Referring to two ‘twilight areas’ now 
being rehabilitated in the Brandon-st. area of 
Southwark and from Edgware-rd. to Kensal 
New Town and the Lockbridge, Mr. Ed- 
monds said, ‘The whole area is a tragic 
blight. Slum clearance is going on at present 
and rehabilitation is moving ahead. I am 
thankful to say that even shopping front- 
ages have finally been brought into the 
scheme—in spite of opposition.’ 

On the question of low density the coun- 
cillor referred to one of the previous 
speakers who had made reference to high 
density in Chelsea. ‘I would draw attention 
to central Chelsea,’ he said, ‘where there 
has been persistent development at half the 
zone density. I think the planners should 
fight for full zone density unless there are 
unusual circumstances. 


Expanded Towns 


‘On expanded towns and new towns, in 
terms of the Barlow Report, I think we 
must hold fast to this policy,’ he went on, 
‘in spite of the handicaps of the credit 
squeeze and the money policy. In every ex- 
panding town and the new towns. this 
thought of “dear money ” must almost stop 
them in their tracks, but in spite of these 
things the expanded town policy is work- 
ing. Let us get the Government to agree,’ 
he added, ‘to a very handsome ration—if 
the expanded town policy is to work we 
need a minimum of £1 million.’ 

Mr. Edmonds concluded his speech by 
urging those present to continue along the 
lines of the Barlow Report. 

One of the visiting speakers. who contri- 
buted to the afternoon’s discussion was Mr. 
IvaN Morris, ARIBA, of the Sheffield city 
architect’s department. 

In telling of the difficulties faced by the 
housing authorities in Sheffield, Mr: Morris 
said that their problem was mainly geo- 
graphical. Sheffield had a peak district on 
its doorstep and much of the land was 
steeply sloped, which resulted in a shortage 
of good building land. Houses were being 
built on gradients of up to 1 in 6. 

Other problems to be met were mining— 
which limited the types of building used— 
and an immovable heavy industry in the city. 
‘There are large areas of back-to-back 
houses,’ he said, ‘and some areas are very 
sordid. The council have acquired a lot 
of land for development. In other areas they 
are pulling down and rebuilding. Of the 
houses being built 44 per cent. are old 
persons’ flats in two or three storeys. The 
overspill problem,’ he added, ‘is being kept 
back at the moment.’ 

Another delegate, Miss ELIZABETH DENBY, 
feared that the planners were losing their 


contact with the people in their anxiety 
about sites and densities. On references 
made by previous speakers to the way Con- 
tinental cities had handled their building 
problems, she said, ‘ Cities on the Continent 
contain different problems to ours, Their 
policy has been to decrease the density of 
built-up areas, ours has been to pull back 
density. We must not take the difficulties of 
these countries and try to solve our own 
with their solutions.’ 

Miss Denby went on to ask the ABT not 
to emphasise bricks and mortar but to con- 
sider more the people who were to be tam- 
pered with. 


ESTIMATING: ART OR 
SCIENCE ? 
An Essay Competition Organised 
by Institute of Building Estimators 


A COMPETITION designed to convey to the 
Industry some of the problems of present- 
day estimating for building and _ civil 
engineering contracts is being held by the 
Institute of Building Estimators. 

The Institute is calling for papers on the 
following subject: ‘ ESTIMATING—AN ART OR 
ScIENCE?’ The competition is open to all, 
including members and students of the Insti- 
tute. Papers of approximately 3,000 words 
in length are invited and are to be submitted 
in type script (double line spacing) in 
quadruplicate, to the National Secretary, 
Institute of Building Estimators, 10, Crom- 
well-place, South Kensington, London, SW7, 
on or before March 30 next. Authors 
should write a distinguishing motto on their 
entries and attach a slip repeating the motto 
and their name and address to their entries. 

A first prize of £25, second prize of £10 
and third prize of £5 will be awarded. Prize- 
winning papers will become the property of 
the Institute and the paper awarded first 
prize will be published in The Builder, 

A Select committee appointed by the 
Institute will act as the adjudicating body. 
Members of the Committee are Messrs. 
J. C. P. Cocksedge, FIBE, L. J. Bradshaw, 
MIOB, FIBE, and C. Walker Smith, MA, 
AMInstCE, FIBE. 


JIC SCHOLARSHIPS, 1957 
Opportunities for Apprentices 


THe National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry announce that the follow- 
ing scholarships for Higher National 
Diploma Courses in Building will be offered 
for competition in 1957: 

(a) National Joint Apprenticeship Board. 
—Two Scholarships open to (i) Registered 
Apprentices aged 17 years or over at Sep- 
tember 1, 1957; (ii) Craftsmen (previously 
registered as apprentices with the NJAB or 
the BATC) aged not more than 26 years at 
September 1, 1957. 

(b) Special Scholarship for Plasterer 
Apprentices——One Scholarship (sponsored 
by the British Plaster Board (Holdings) 
Limited), open to Plasterer apprentices, 
registered with the NJAB, aged not less 
than 17 years at September 1, 1957. 

The scholarships will cover all tuition and 
examination fees and there will be an ade- 
quate maintenance grant. Details from the 
principals of local technical colleges or 
from: The Clerk to the Council, NJCBI, 
11, Weymouth-street, London, W1. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
By Our Parliamentary Correspon dent 
The Rent Bill 


NY prospect that MPs might have 
entertained that the advent of a ney 
Prime Minister could result in a reappraisal 
of Government legislation outlined for this 
session, more particularly the Rent Bill, was 
completely shattered by MR. MACMILLAN jn 
the Commons on January 22. 

Answering Mr. ARTHUR Lewis, who had 
asked what action the Prime Minister jp. 
tended to take about such controversial 
legislation, Mr. MACMILLAN ‘stated jin 4 
written reply: * Subject to the exigencies of 
the parliamentary time table, the Govern. 
ment hope to go forward with their legis- 
lative programme.’ 

Nor did the new Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, in whose charge the 
Rent Bill is, hold out any hope of a with- 
drawal when answering questions on the 
same day. But MR. BROOKE indicated that 
he had not closed his mind to amendments 
which might be proposed. 

The Minister promised to send copies of 
letters which Mr. Sandys had received from 
the TUC, the Islington Borough Council 
and the Finsbury Borough Council together 
with the replies which had been made, 

Mr. Lewis asked if the TUC had been in 
favour or against the Bill, and whether the 
revolt of the Conservative members who 
had been to see him during the recess had 
been instigated by the TUC. 

‘I have not met any revolting Tory mem- 
bers,’ the Minister retorted, amid loud 
laughter, provoked mainly by his slight 
emphasis on the adjective. 

Mr. ERIC FLETCHER protested against the 
Minister’s unsatisfactory reply to the Isling- 
ton condemnation of the Bill, and said that 
there was mounting indignation against the 
Bill which would lead to thousands of 
tenants being turned out of their homes at 
six months’ notice. 

Mr. BROOKE said that he wanted to do 
the best to satisfy everyone if possible, but 
the Bill had been referred to a committee. 

Mr. Victor COoLLins said that in Fins- 
bury one in three of the private houses 
would be decontrolled under the Bill, and 
the remainder would have rent increases of 
more than £1 a week. The Bill would in 
flict unbelievable misery on people in the 
Metropolis and other large cities. 

Mr. BROOKE said that he was a London 
member and hoped that he would keep the 
special needs of London in mind through- 
out the discussions on the Bill. : 

DAME IRENE Warp, asked the Minister 0 
Housing and Local Government, whether 
he was aware of the continued shortage 0! 
housing in the northern region; and how 
this compared with that of other regions. 

Mr. BROOKE: ‘The housing conditions 
vary greatly in different parts of the region, 
so that it is not practicable to generalise 
about the region as a whole or its compart: 
son with another. 

DAME Warp asked the Minister to accept 
her assurance that the housing conditions 00 
the north-east coast generally did 10 
warrant the introduction of the full implica 
tions of the Rent Bill, particularly in view 
of the lack of security of tenure for tenants. 
She also asked him to accept her assuranct 
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3,000 
MILLION 
BRICKS 


WERE USED IN ERECTION WITH MORTAR 
PLASTICISED WITH FEBMIX ADMIX DURING 1956 








SUCH RECOGNITION IS NO CHANCE HAPPENING—IT 
MUST BE EARNED—AND EVIDENCE OF THIS CAN 
BE FOUND IN THE POWER STATIONS, SCHOOLS, 
HOSPITALS, HOUSING SCHEMES AND GOVERNMENT 
BUILDINGS WHERE FEBMIX ADMIX HAS IMPROVED 
QUALITY OF WORK AND REDUCED BUILDING COST. 


Introduced to Great Britain in 1952 Febmix Admix, the first and original air-entraining 

plasticiser for mortar, is today an established product that has been used in the erection 

of thousands of buildings, and which is approved by all Government Departments, 
158 Municipal Authorities and leading Architects and Builders. 


FEBMIX ADMIX 


First in the field and still the best 


Write 
for brochure (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 


102 KENSINGTON HIGH STREET EF; E B ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY, 


LONDON, W.8 WES 0444 MANCHESTER, 21 CHO 1063 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 





BUILDING CONTRACTORS 





CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 


is our watchword and to do things finely and 


thoroughly is Our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 
which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 + BISHOPSGATE : E.C.2 


Telephones: 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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that she would rather have him as Minister 
of Housing than any member of the Oppo- 
sition. ; 

Mr. BROOKE said that comparisons were 
lways odious, but he was grateful to Dame 
Ward. He was not unaware of the housing 
conditions on the north-east coast. As for 
ihe Rent Bill, there would be considerable 
debate on that topic, 

Mr. MARQUAND asked the Minister to take 
an early opportunity of considering repre- 
gntations made to his predecessor by in- 
dustry, employers and labour and _ local 
juthorities in the northern region about the 
aisting difficulties of attracting skilled 
labour to that region because of the short- 
age of housing. 

Mr. BROOKE said that that went beyond 
the terms of the original question. 


University Building Schemes 
[% the House of Commons on January 22 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. 
THORNEYCROFT, gave the following list of 
major building schemes at universities in the 
next three years. ‘The programmes for the 
last two years,’ he said, * may still be subject 
to some alteration. Certain very large pro- 
jects are authorised in successive stages. 
Each stage constitutes a virtually self-con- 
tained section which can be used indepen- 
dently of the remainder of the project.’ 


Major building schemes to be started in the 
years 1957-1959 in addition to buildings for the 
expansion of Imperial College, London. 


1957 


BIRMINGHAM: Chemistry Laboratories, Hall 
of Residence ; CAMBRIDGE: Chemistry Labora- 
tories (Stage IID); DurHamM Co.ieGes: Hall 
of Residence (Stage I); DurHam KING’s: 
Physics Laboratories (Stage I), Library; Exe- 
Ter: Students’ Union (Stage 1); Leeps: En- 
gineering Laboratories (Stage I), Boiler House, 
Teaching Accommodation for Arts (Stage I); 
LeicesTER: Chemistry Laboratories (Stage I); 
LIVERPOOL: Physics Laboratories; LONDON 
University COLLEGE: - Engineering Laboratories 
(Stage 1); QuEEN Mary Co.iece: Engineering 
Laboratories (Stage III) ; MANCHESTER UNI- 
versity: Science Laboratories (Stage II); 
MANCHESTER COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND TECH- 
Nology: Chemical Engineering Laboratories ; 
NormincHaM: Agricultural Sciences Labora- 
tones, Chemistry Laboraturies ; OxForD: 
Organic Chemistry Laboratories, Institute of 
Oriental Studies (Stage I), Metallurgy Labora- 
tories; READING: Physics Laboratories; SHEF- 
FIELD: Fuel Technology Laboratories, Boiler 
House; SOUTHAMPTON: Hall of Residence; 
ABERYSTWYTH: Botany and Zoology Labora- 
‘ones; CARDIFF: Mining Laboratories (Stage 
ll); SWANSEA: Chemistry Laboratories; ABER- 
DEEN: Hall of Residence; GLascow: Physics 
Laboratories; St. ANDREWS: Library. 

1958 

BIRMINGHAM: Civil Engineering Laboratories, 
Physics and Mathematics Laboratories ; 
BristoL: Medical School (Stage I); Cam- 
BRIDGE: Chemistry Laboratories (Stage IV); 
DurHaM, KinG’s: Medical School Extension ; 
DURHAM CoLLeGes: Chemistry and Geology 
Laboratories ; EXETER : Students Union (Stage 
1); Hutt: Library (Stage I); LetcesTer: Hall 
of Residence ; LiverPooL: Hall of Residence, 
Gri and Nuciear Engineering Laboratories ; 
Pek Not yet finally decided ; MANCHESTER 
NIVERSITY: Refectory and Union ; Man- 
La TER COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY : 
écture Room Block (Stage I); NorTH STAFFS. : 
Yes of Residence ; NOTTINGHAM: Engineering 
re oratories (Stage I); Oxrorp: Institute of 
ba Studies (Stage 11); Reaptnc: Hall of 
meee; SHEFFIELD : Refectory and Union, 
wis and Mathematics Laboratories ; SouTH- 
oe: Senior Common Room, Engineering 
den oratories (Stage Ila) ; Bancor: Hall of Resi- 
tones» eae II), Applied Electricity Labora- 
Une: CarpiFF: Hall of Residence ;, SWANSEA: 
le ¢rsity House; ABERDEEN: Marischal Col- 
8€ reconstruction; EDINBURGH: Veterinary 


Field Station (Stage 1), Engineering Labora- 


tories; Giascow (U.):_ Physical Education ; 
St. ANDREWS: Physics Laboratories. 
1959 
BIRMINGHAM: Biological Sciences Labora- 


tories (Stage I), Refectory and Common Room; 
BrisToL: Halls of Residence; CAMBRIDGE: 
Teaching accommodation for Arts (Stage I); 
DurRHAM COLLEGES: Applied Physics Labora- 
tories, Hall of Residence (Stage I]); DurHam 
Kina’s: Hall of Residence, Physics Labora- 
tories (Stage II); Exeter: Administrative 
Block; Hutt: Chemistry Laboratories (Stage 
Il); Leeps: Mechanical Engineering Labora- 
tories, Hall of Residence (Stage I); Leicester: 
Physics Laboratories (Stage 1), Chemistry 
Laboratories (Stage II); LrverPooL: Veterinary 
Science Laboratories; Lonpon: Not yet finally 
decided ; MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY: Engineer- 
ing Laboratories (Stage I); MANCHESTER COL- 
LEGE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: Civil En- 
gineering Laboratories (Stage 1); NortH 
STaFFS.: Library (Stage I), Hall of Residence, 
Science Laboratories (Stage HD; Norrine- 
HAM: Engineering Laboratories (Stage ID), 
Teaching accommodation for Arts (Stage I); 
OxrorD: Engineering Laboratories; READING: 
Sedimentology Laboratories ; SOUTHAMPTON: 
Physics Laboratories, Engineering Laboratories 
(Stage IIb), Chemistry Laboratories ; ABERYST- 


wYTH: Hall of Residence; BANGor: Hall of 
Residence (Stage III1); Carpirr: Botany and 
Geology _Laboratories; _ Swansea: _ Natural 


Sciences Laboratories; EpINBURGH: Teaching 
Accommodation for Arts (Stage I); GLascow: 
Building for Wind Tunnel; Sr. ANDREWS: 
Queen’s College reconstruction (Stage II). 


School Building Programme 


WHATEVER views the Minister of Edu- 
cation may have about the size of 
the school-building programme remain to 
be revealed, and all that SiR E>warD BOYLE, 
his Parliamentary Secretary, would tell the 
Commons on January 24 was that Lord 
Hailsham was not yet able to make any 
statement about an enlargement of that 
programme to deal with the increasing 
overcrowding in secondary schools. 

Sir Edward said that Lord Hailsham was 
fully aware of the increasing pressure in 
the secondary schools, and was at present 
examining the size of the building pro- 
gramme. About 80 of the projects included 
in the 1955-56 programme had not been 
started, but 250 of the projects in the 1955- 
56 programme which did not start by 
March 31 last year had been started by 
December 31. Sir David Eccles, when he 
was Minister, had had seven projects for 
comprehensive schools submitted to him in 
the last three years, and had rejected three 
because they failed to provide suitable con- 
ditions for the experiment to have a real 
chance of success. 

Mr. Lestie Hae asked Sir Edward to 
what extent site values and cost of site 
works and professional fees incurred in 
building were computed in the total capital 
cost of voluntary schools to qualify for 
Government grant. THE PARLIAMENTARY 
SECRETARY replied that approved expenditure 
by the promoters of new voluntary schools 
on providing the site and carrying out 
necessary site works was taken into account 
as part of the cost of providing the school 
where that cost was eligible for grant from 
the Minister or the local education authority. 
The same applied to professional fees 
reasonably incurred on the design or altera- 
tion of schools. 

Asked for the number of new major 
primary and secondary schools approved 


for Government grant in the current 
year and for the previous three years, 
Sir Edward gave the totals as: 1956- 
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57, 750, providing 234,000 places; 1955-56, 
639, (194,000); 1954-55, 511 (163,000); 
1953-54, 585 (194,000). All the totals, 
he added, were made up partly of 
projects originally put forward by local 
education authorities for starting in the 
previous year, but not actually started then, 
and partly of projects put forward in the 
first instance for starting in the year in 
question. 

In a circulated answer he gave the num- 
ber and estimated cost of voluntary schools 
included in approved post-war building 
programmes, up to and including the 1956- 
57 programme (that was, those which started 
or were due to start before October, 1957) 
as: Church of England, 72, £5,600,000; 
Roman Catholic, 354, £28,100,000; others, 
13, £1,300,000. 

OTHER BUSINESS 
Building Costs 

Mr. ARTHUR LEwis asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, on January 
22, if he would state how much he estimated 
the cost of a council house would rise be- 
cause of the recent increase in building 
workers’ wages. 

Mr. Brooke: Wages are only one of the 
items making up the cost of a council house. 
The recent award will add £8 or £9 to this 
particular item, out it is not possible to say 
what effect, if any, this increase will have 
on the actual cost. 


Kent Development Plan 


Mr. IrvING asked the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, on January 22, 
when he hoped to be able to announce his 
decision on the Kent Development Plan, 
Part B. 

Mr. Brooke: A good deal of detailed 
work has still to be done and, although 
there will be no avoidable delay, I cannot 
promise that I shall be able to announce 
my decision much before the end of the 
year. 

He added, in a further reply, that he was 
aware of the urgency of this matter and was 
extremely anxious that there should not be 
any delay. 


Development Plan Amendments 


Mr. A. J. IRVINE asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, on January 
22, what arrangements were being made to 
ensure that those who examined an approved 
development plan could readily tell what 
amendments to that plan had been approved 
by his department; and what was the effect 
of such amendments. 

Mr. Brooke: I am considering whether 
there is any advice which I can usefully give 
to local planning authorities about ways of 
showing amendments to approved develop- 
ment plans so that the effect can be readily 
understood. 


ICWA Dinner 


The annual dinner of the Institute of 
Clerks of Works is to be held at the Con- 
naught Rooms, Great Queen-street, WC2, 
on April 27. This will also celebrate the 
75th anniversary of the foundation of the 
Institute. Guest of honour will be Pro- 
fessor Basil Spence, OBE, ARA, ARSA, 
FRIBA. Tickets are obtainable from Mr. 
R. Harmer, 80 Stag Leys, Ashtead, Surrey. 
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
Annual Report Gives Warning of ‘Lean Period’ Ahead 


T'HE seventy-ninth annual report of the 
National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, which was presented 
by the retiring President, Mr. Nigel 
Hannen, at the annual general meeting in 
London on Wednesday (January 30), 
gives a warning that unless early steps are 
taken to refill the pipe-line of work in 
preparation there is a danger that the 
building industry will have to go through 
a ‘lean period’ -before any appreciable 
volume of new work comes forward. 
Following are extracts from the report: 


General Review 


Whereas a number of industries began 
during 1956 to feel the effects of the dis- 
inflationary measures taken by the 
Government, the building industry main- 
tained its record of full employment and 
even expanded its volume of production. 
In the first nine months of the year the 
tetal value of all building work carried 
out was about 12 per cent. more than in 
the corresponding period of the previous 
year: this was made up of a 15 per cent. 
increase in new construction and a 6 per 
cent. increase in repair work. Allowing 
for the rise in the cost of labour and 
materials—about 5 per cent.—the actual 
physical expansion in 1956 as a whole 
will probably prove to have been of the 
order of 6 per cent., which, after allow- 
ance has been made for an increase in 
the building labour force, represents 
some increase in output per man. 

_ Analysis of the figures of new construc- 
tion shows that there has been a reduction 
in housing, but this was more than offset 
by increases in industrial and commercial 
building and in other forms of social 
investment. Industrial building and other 
new building for private owners, exclud- 
ing housing, has risen by about one-third; 
new building for public authorities, again 
excluding housing, rose by about one- 
fifth. On the other hand, the total number 
of houses completed up to the end of 
November was about 16,000 less than in 
1955. In this connection it should be 
noted that the swing from local authority 
to private enterprise housing continued; 
more houses have, in fact, been completed 
for sale than in any corresponding period 
since 1939, 

The Future.—The wage claim which has 
been submitted by the National Federation 
of Building Trades Operatives will come 
before the National Joint Council at a time 
when there are definite signs that there will 
be a noticeable slackening in activity within 
the next six months. Building firms in cer- 
tain parts of the country, particularly the 
smaller firms in some rural areas, are report- 
ing that they are already short of work, 
although in other areas the demand is, for 
the time being, as heavy as ever. 

If the total demands on the industry in 
1957 proved to be not more than 10 per 
cent. lower than in 1956, there would be no 
justification for pessimism or drastic mea- 
sures; indeed, the completion of contracts 
on time and at a lower cost might well be 
facilitated. Looking further into the future, 
however, there are significant indications 


that the amount of work now in prepara- 
tion in architects’ and quantity surveyors’ 
offices is less, taking the country as a whole, 
than at any time in recent years. This will 
necessarily be reflected sooner or later in a 
reduction in the volume of work put out to 
tender and, unless early steps are taken to 





MR. L. A. WALDEN, FIOB, the new 
President NFBTE. Some biographical 
details are on page 238 


re-fill the pipe-line of work in preparation, 
there is a danger that, when the work at 
present in hand or in an advanced state of 
preparation has been completed, the build- 
ing industry will have to go through a lean 
period before any appreciable volume of 
new work comes forward. 

The time-process of formulating and 
carrying out a building contract bears a 
close resemblance to the formation of an 
iceberg, the greater part of which is always 
out of sight. The uninstructed onlooker 
must be brought to appreciate how much 
time necessarily elapses between the original 
decision to build and the laying of the first 
brick. The prospective building owner has 
to decide what sort of building he wants 
and to ensure that the necessary finance will 
be available; the architect has to draw up 
plans and specifications; the quantity sur- 
veyor has to prepare a bill of quantities; 
the necessary by-law and planning consents 
have to be obtained; finally tenders are 
invited and the contract is let. The whole 
of this process may in many cases take over 
a year to carry through, even for a relatively 
small job. 

It is necessary for those who are respon- 
sible for the general oversight of our indus- 
trial activity to be continually reminded of 
these facts and of the danger of too rigid 
adherence to a prescribed policy. It is, of 
course, recognised that some reduction in 
the pressure of demand on the building in- 
dustry would be beneficial in the national 
interest and might also be to the advantage 
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of the industry itself. On the other hand 
if Government policy were to fail to take 
into account the time-lag between the cop. 
ception and the execution of a building pro- 
ject and if the credit squeeze were to be 
maintained in force too long, large-scale 
unemployment would be caused in the indus. 
try. 

The problem—and this is the Govern. 
ment’s responsibility—is to judge correctly 
the time when the existing financial restric- 
tions upon building development ought to 
be relaxed, and the industry has a right to 
demand that remedial action is not delayed 
until heavy unemployment actually shows 
itself. 

Petrol Rationing 


The more immediate anxiety in the minds 
of many building firms at the present time 
is whether they will receive sufficient petro! 
and fuel oil to carry out the contracts which 
they already have in hand. 

The locations and circumstances in which 
building work has necessarily to be carried 
out and the large areas ever which many 
building firms operate make the building 
industry more dependent than most static 
industries upon receiving adequate supplies 
of petrol and fuel oil and make it less 
possible for it to rely upon rail deliveries 
or upon public road transport. Reduced to 
simple essentials the basic needs of this 
industry are (i) that materials should be 
delivered to the jobs at the times. and in 
the quantities required; (ii) that operatives 
should be able to reach their work; (iii) that 
plant should not remain idle for lack of 
fuel; and (iv) that management should be 
able to give the work adequate supervision. 


Materials Supplies and Prices 


Despite the restrictions on credit and on 
capital investment, there has been little 
noticeable change in the materials supply 
position during the course of the year. Sup- 
plies of bricks and cement have, in general, 
kept pace with demand but, despite further 
increases in output, steel joists and sections, 
reinforcing rods and steel sheet piling have 
all been difficult to obtain. The position 
with regard to joists and sections and re- 
inforcing rods became a little easier ‘owards 
the end of the year, but delays of up to nine 
months are still occurring in the case of 
steel sheet piling. The Federation has con- 
tinued to emphasise the importance of 
adequate supplies of building steel for home 
use, even if some reduction in exports 1s 
thereby involved. There have been occa 
sional shortages of other materials, ¢9. 
plate glass, lavatory basins and gutters. 

Although a number of manufacturers gave 
undertakings that, subject to certain con 
ditions, the prices of their products would 
not be raised for various specified periods, 
the over-all price of building materials, 
according to the official index, rose by about 
24 per cent. during the course of the yea’, 
the biggest increases being in the price of 
steel products of all kinds. Higher fuel and 
road haulage charges might be felt in some 
quarters to justify still further increases, 
despite the Chancellor of the Exchequers 
recent appeal to the business community 
that they should make every effort to avoid 
passing on the increased fuel duty in highe: 
prices. oe 

The manufacturers of building materia’ 
would, nevertheless, be well advised to ¢0% 
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der whether, in view of the prospective 
situation of the industry, it would be in 
their own interests to make any further 
increases in prices at the present time. The 
high cost of building work may not, so 
jong as inflationary conditions persisted, 
have been more than a minor deterrent to 
those contemplating new construction, but, 
when powerfully reinforced by shortage of 
finance as a result of the credit squeeze, it 
may well prove to be the deciding factor 
in reducing the demand for building to a 
level which would be uneconomic both for 
the industry itself and for the related 
supplying industries. 


Joint Consultation 

The Joint Consultative Committee of 
Architects, Quantity Surveyors and Builders 
has continued to meet regularly for the dis 
cussion of questions of common interest to 
the contracting and professional sides of 
the industry. The subject of most immediate 
importance is, of course, whether sufficient 
work will be forthcoming to keep the indus- 
try fully occupied after the next few months, 
and it is understood that, arising from the 
Committee’s discussions of the position, 
members of the RIBA Council are being 
asked to report confidentially on the trends 
of activity in the building industry as indi- 
cated by the level of work in their own 
offices. 

The Committee realises the importance of 
maintaining an even flow of work and feels 
that the Government should already be 
taking definite steps to ensure that plans 
up to the working drawing stage should 
now be prepared to enable work to be put 
in hand without delay as soon as the need 
arises, 

Labour Relations 

During the year, agitation was stimulated 
by forecasts that the development of auto- 
mation would soon revolutionise industrial 
production and lead to redundancy on a 
large scale. 

In the building industry there can be 
little fear that automation will adversely 
affect employment. Indeed, the labour force 
of the industry can usefully be augmented 
by the return of those former building 
workers who left the industry for factory 
work. The real threat to employment in 
this industry arises rather from the high 
cost of building, to which one of the main 
contributory factors is the effect of higher 
wage payments than are justified by produc- 
tion, 

Perhaps the most difficult long-term 
problem is the manner in which the labour 
force of the industry can be adapted to 
meet new technological processes whose 
introduction in the case of certain large 
Projects is causing a considerable change 
of method in the planning and organisation 
of building work. One important new tech- 
nique entails the preparation, away from 
the site, of precast and prestressed concrete 
units, the actual site work consisting of 
Placing these units into position. The 
Operatives’ Federation has recently called 
attention to the labour problems likely to 
lollow and has requested joint consideration 
of these problems. 


Education and Training 


Training for Management.—The Federa- 
‘ion's Management Training Committee is 


at present engaged on an inquiry into the 
executive, managerial and technical adminis- 
trative grades in the industry and the 
qualifications and annual rate of recruitment 
required. As a basis for this inquiry a 
questionnaire has been sent to a representa- 
tive number of members, inviting them to 
assist by supplying information about the 
organisation of their own firms. When this 
information has been received, the Com- 
mittee hopes to prepare an estimate of the 
number who require to be trained cach year 
for executive and managerial positions. The 
Management ‘Training Committee is also 
cxamining the existing arrangements for 
training young entrants, with a view to 
making recommendations for their develop- 
ment and extension in the light of the 
number of trainees required. 

The Committee feels that some provision 
should be made for specialised technical 
training for arts and science graduates wish- 
ing to enter the building industry and has 
invited the Board of Building Education to 
give consideration to this matter. 

Apprenticeship.-The total number of 
apprentices in all trades on the National 
Joint Apprenticeship Board's register at the 
end of the year was 39,502; 5,321 Comple- 
tion Certificates were issued during the year, 
including 304 to apprentices on the old 
BATC register. 

Attendance at technical classes is an im- 
portant part of an apprentice’s cducation 
and training for his craft, and it is desirable 
that employers should have no difficulty in 
satisfying themselves that their apprentices 
are attending classes regularly. Sometimes 
information in regard to attendance at 
evening classes is difficult to obtain. The 
NJAB Education and Training Committee 
has been conducting an inquiry into the 
practice of local education authorities in 
providing reports on attendance at evening 
classes and is considering the possibility of 
introducing record books which would be 
issued to cach apprentice and would be used 
to record his technical college attendances 
and progress. 


Building Research and Technical 
Information 


Full-Scale Trials.—The series of full-scale 
trials of new materials and processes under 
actual working conditions, which have been 
organised by the Federation’s Building 
Research and Technical Information Com- 
mittee in conjunction with the Building 
Research Station, are continuing to provide 
valuable information. 

The Federation's Liaison Committee with 
the Research Station has considered a num- 
ber of suggestions from members of subjects 
for further trials to be carried out in con- 
junction with the Station. The Committee 
decided that the problem of smoky chimneys 
should be examined first, and a preliminary 
questionnaire, which seeks to determine 
whether this problem is particularly acute 
in certain areas, to what extent the Station’s 
recommendations (contained in Digest No. 
18) are being followed, and the value of 
throat restrictors, has been circulated to a 
cross-section of the membership. 

The Liaison Committee is examining the 
possibilities of polythene tubing in relation 
to frost damage, and at the request of the 
Liaison Committee the British Standards 
Institution is reconsidering the possibility of 
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preparing a British Standard for meta! 
window mastics to protect the industry 
against the early failure of many of the 
mastics which are at present being marketed 
The preparation, at the request of the 
Liaison Committee, of a Ministry of Works 


Advisory Leaflet about beetle attack on 
wood is also nearing completion. 
Building Advisory Service. -Vhe estab 


lishment period of the Building Advisory 
Service, during which valuable help was 
received from American Conditional Aid 
Funds, has ended, and the Committee of 
Management are pleased to record that the 
now independent service is fully occupied 
The team of five consultants -a cost 
accountant has been added during the year 

has been engaged on assignments for indi 
vidual building firms in all parts of the 
United Kingdom. After initial assignments 
several firms have asked the service to make 
further investigations into other sections of 
their organisation. The principal subjects 
on which the assistance of the service has 
been sought are programming, costing and 
site organisation, but the service is equipped 
to render practical advice on all aspects of 
the management of building undertakings 
Several assignments have taken the form 
of lecture courses on work study and site 
firm’s supervisors, and 
kind are 


organisation for a 
‘tailor-made’ courses of — this 
proving popular. 

Housing 


This subject is dealt with in the annua! 
report of the Council of the Federation of 
Registered House-Builders (affiliated to the 
NFBTE) which appears in the NFBIE 
annual report as an appendix. Following 
are some of its main points: 

Both the immediate future for private 
house-building and also its long-term 
prospects are beset with difficulties. It 1s 
likely that the housing total for 1956 will be 
about 300,000, of which about 120,000 wil! 
be by private builders. But restrictions on 
credit have been enforced with increasing 
and it has been made clear in 
statements that building, house- 
building and house purchase cannot be 
exempted. The expansion of private 
enterprise housing is being thereby restricted 
and it is expected that, with the anticipated 
decrease in local authority housing resulting 
from the reduction made twelve months ago 
in the amount of the general subsidy, there 
will be a further reduction in the total output 
of houses in 1957. 

The whole question has been the subject 
of close consideration and discussions have 
taken place with the Building Societies 
Association on: 

(a) the present position in regard to 
house-building finance and, so far as they 
could be foreseen, the prospects for the 
next year or two, and 

(b) the possibility of special considera 
ticn in present circumstances for 
Registered House-Builders and certified 
houses. 

It is understood that some building socie- 
ties make a point of inquiring as a regular 
procedure whether a house in respect of 
which a mortgage is desired will be built 
under the certification scheme of the 
National House-Builders Registration Coun- 
cil. It is hoped that this practice wil 
become more widely adopted. 


severity, 
official 
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Housing costs have continued to follow 
the general upward trend of materials and 
labour costs, the increases in which have to 
a great extent offset the economies resulting 
from the freedom of private builders to 
develop on a larger scale than was possible 
under the physical controls previously in 
force. 

The Land Problem.—The problem of 
land for house-building in England and 
Wales is bound to become progressively 
more difficult and will be felt most keenly 
in those areas where the housing need is 
greatest. The whole country is now covered 
by Development Plans. In the preparation 
of these plans the planning authorities were 
asked by the Minister to bear in mind the 
needs of the private developer, but, in some 
areas at any rate, the amount of land so 
designated is completely insufficient. 

Local committees of Registered House- 
Builders are urged to give consideration to: 

(a) advising members, particularly the 
smaller firms, on the problems arising in 
regard to the acquisition and servicing of 
land; 

(b) the possibility of purchasing land 
and providing roads and services col- 
lectively; 

(c) giving close attention to the revision 
of the Development Plan for their areas, 
so that the need for the reservation of 
adequate amounts of land for private 
house-building is not overlooked in the 
quinquennial review. 

Design of Houses.—Al\though it is reliably 
estimated that, as far as the Federation’s 
membership is concerned, a considerable 
proportion of their private house-building 
work is architect-designed, it is unfortun- 
ately true that design in private enterprise 
housing in general is frequently the subject 
of adverse criticism. Recognising the 
importance of this subject, the Council 
stresses that it is the policy of the Federation 
to encourage its members to employ, where 
possible, the services of qualified architects 
in their work. It is hoped that it may 
eventually be found possible to agree a scale 
of charges for private estate development 
which will be regarded as economically 
practicable by both architects and builders 
and thus further encourage the carrying out 
of this policy. 

As a progressive step in the right direction 
the Council has welcomed the RIBA Small 
House Design Scheme at present in course 
of preparation. This scheme envisages that 
approved designs will be made available at 
a small charge and _ selected working 
drawings will thereafter be obtainable at a 
fixed cost. Inquirers using the scheme 
would be given helpful information, includ- 
ing the names of Registered House-Builders. 


The New President 


Mr. LEONARD WALDEN, who was elected 
as the new President of the NFBTE at the 
Federation’s annual meeting on Wednesday, 
was educated at Henley Royal Grammar 
School and during his early training for a 
career in the building industry he spent two 
years in an architect’s office. 

His training was interrupted by the First 
World War and after being commissioned 
in 1915 he served with the Northumberland 
Fusiliers. After sustaining severe wounds 
at Bapaume and being pronounced unfit for 
“further military service, Mr. Walden was 
seconded to the Aeronautical Inspection 


Directorate until 1919, when he returned to 
the family business of Messrs. Walden and 
Son (Henley) Ltd., of Henley-on-Thames, 
of which he became managing director in 
1932. 

The firm has been responsible for the 
construction of several interesting buildings 
in different parts of the country, including 
the rebuilding of Wargrave Church (after 
it was burned down by the Suffragettes), 
and the new churches of St. Dunstan, Bell- 
ingham (London, SE), St. George, Barking- 
side, and St Alban, North Harrow. Messrs. 
Walden and Son also carried out the early 
sections of the building work which followed 
upon the parish church of St. Thomas a 
Becket, Portsmouth, being raised to the 
status of a cathedral. 

Since 1920 Mr. Walden has played an 
active part in the affairs of the building 
industry. He was president of the Reading 
and District Association of Building Trades 
Employers in 1937 and again in 1951, and 
was elected president of the Southern 
Counties Federation of Building Trades 
Employers in 1946. In this connection it is 
interesting to record that in 1956 Mr. 
Walden completed 21 years’ continuous 
membership of the council of the Southern 
Counties Federation and that for 12 of those 
years he had been a member of the council 
of the National Federation. He also serves 
on the executive committee of the NFBTE, 
the National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry, and the National Conciliation 


NFBTE PRIZE SCHEME 
National Awards for 1956 
HE Council of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers has 
approved the following awards under its 
National Prize Scheme: 
MEDAL AWARDS 


(i) To Craft Apprentices and Young Crafts- 
men.—Bronze Medal, Certificate and cash prize 
of £40 to E. M. Plumbley, bricklayer, of Bolton 
(formerly indentured to J. Gerrard & Sons, 
Ltd., Manchester). Bronze Medal, Certificate 
and cash prize of £40 to J. W. Wilson, brick- 
layer, of Halifax (formerly indentured to Pickles 
Bros. (Builders), Ltd., Mile Thorn, Halifax). 

(ii) To Building Students.—Silver Medal, 
Certificate and cash prize of £50 to K. G. Ilett, 
estimator and surveyor, of Upper Stratton, 
Swindon (formerly articled to Pope Bros., 
Swindon). ve Medal, Certificate and cash 
prize of £40 to F. R. Emburey, building surveyor 
and estimator, of Ramsgate (formerly articled 
to Grummant Bros., Ramsgate, Kent). 


REGIONAL PRIZES 
(i) To Craft Apprentices (1st prize £25, 2nd, 
£20). 





Eastern Federation: Ist, P. G. F. Tucker, 
Chatteris, Cambs; 2nd no award. : 
London Federation (LMBA): Ist, R. J. Biggs, 


Boswell, Bucks; 2nd, W. J. Blamire, New 
Eltham, SE9. 
Liverpool Federation: Ist, L. D. Provan, 


Prescot; 2nd, D. P. Ellis, Liverpool, 17. 

Midland Federation: Ist, G. E. Cheetham, 
Loughborough; 2nd, G. G. Vass, Leicester. 

North Western Federation: Ist, Cyril Roe, 
Bamber Bridge, Preston; 2nd, Ronald Ellison, 
Manchester, 11. 

Southern Federation: Ist, N. K. Collins, 
Eccles, Kent; 2nd, P. J. Hart, Portsmouth. 

South Western Federation: Ist, no award; 
2nd, D. C. Burgess, Barnstaple. 

Yorkshire Federation: Ist, Donald Marsland, 
Illingworth; 2nd, Geoffrey Barber, Pellon. 

Token Awards of £10 each to: South Wales 
Federation, Colin Parker, Skewen; W. 
Probert, Langstone. 

South Western Federation, D. R. Colwill, 
Bodmin. 
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Panel. He is vice-chairman of the Standing 
Joint Committee for the Standard Methog 
of Measurement. 

During the Second World War My 

Walden was an area leader in the Works 
and Buildings Emergency Organisation and 
was in charge of the civil defence rescue 
service at Henley. He is now county 
leader for Berkshire. 

Mr. Walden lives with his wife at Henley- 
on-Thames. He has three daughters ang 
one son, the son—Mr. David Walden—also 
being in the family business, having recently 
been appointed a director. 


The Senior Vice-President 


Mr. C. P. HOWELLS, the new Senior Vice- 
President of the NFBTE, was educated at 
Christ College, Breton, and received his 
early training in the building industry in the 
firm of his father. Since 1927, when the 
firm became T. F. Howells, Ltd, Mr. 
Howells and his brother, Mr. T. C. Howells, 
have been directors of the firm. Mr 
Howells has been president of the East 
Glamorgan Association of the National 
Federation on three occasions since 1930 
and was elected president of the. South 
Wales Region in 1938. He was a South 
Wales member of the National Council of 
the NFBTE for four years from 1938 to 
1941 and has served continuously on that 
body from 1947 onwards. He has also 
served on the NJC since 1947. 








(ii) To Building Students (\st prize £25, 2nd, 
£20). 


Eastern Federation: Ist, A. J. Tyler, Hert- 
ford, 2nd, R. J. Brown, Cambridge. 

London Federation: Ist, M. J. Evans, Bexley- 
heath; 2nd, R. J. Wigington, Ilford. 

Liverpool a. Ist, T. S. Davies, 
Pensby ; 2nd, J. Allison, Greasby. 

Midland After Ist, Neville Horrey, 
Sutton-in-Ashfield ; 2nd, John Gobourne, Penn, 
Wolverhampton. 

Northern Federation: Ist, George Knaggs, 
West Hartlepool; 2nd, no award. 

North Western Federation: Ist, Frank 
Payne, Droylsden; 2nd, W. B. Minnit, Monton. 


Southern Federation: Ist, M. J. Padgham, 
Paddock Wood; 2nd, M. R. Quinton, Ports- 
mouth. 

South Western Federation: Ist, D. J. Turk, 
Swindon; 2nd, D. J. Butt, Teignmouth. 


Yorkshire Federation: Ist, Jeffrey Harland, 
Hunslet; 2nd, no award. 

The medal awards are made to the two 
best young craftsmen or apprentices and the 
two best building students in England and 
Wales who obtained the Higher National 
Certificate in Building during the year. This 
year the Council of the Federation decided, 
in respect of the Silver Medal Award for 
Craft Apprentices and Young Craftsmen, to 
make no award. 

The Regional Prizes are awarded to the 
two best young craftsmen or apprentices 
and the two best building students in each 
of the Federation’s ten Regions who obtained 
the Ordinary National Certificate in Build- 
ing during the year. 

The awards are open to young craftsmen, 
apprentices and students who have been 
indentured or articled to firms in member 
ship with the NFBTE. 

The medal awards were presented at the 
Federation’s annual general meeting at the 
Victoria Halls, Bloomsbury, WCl, 
January 30. The Regional awards will be 
distributed at local ceremonies. 
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e126 


your lifting problems can be easly solved by Skyhi. . 






ou can save the labour and wages of Six 


i 3 " For 
Men by using a Skyhi Quality Loader e LIFTING 
| . e@ DUMPING 
Read the following extracts from a letter received from a Skyhi owner: @ LEVELLING 
“On our Building Department your Skyhi Loader has worked @ SHOVELLING 


@ BACKFILLING 
@ BULLDOZING 
@ TRENCH FILLING 


continuously for two years in carting thousands of yards of ballast 
and hardcore, carting all kinds of material, e.g., cement, bricks, and 
mortar, from mixers to bricklayers, concrete to site foundations 

: ° @ LAYING PIPE LINES 


on about 350 houses. 
" P = One man can handle them alt 
We estimate your equipment to be comparable to six men edits: ite abl a6ce 


on the site. 

We must say that the Skyhi Loader does all you said a a 

it would, and more. It has never been out of action for any aoa essa 
fault of the equipment. We are more than satisfied and would Donnan —— 
not hesitate to order Skyhi when replacing.” . 


These are the facts!—So why not fit a Skyhi Auytiaullee 


Loader to your Tractor and save yourself 


time and money ? QUALITY LOADER 


Can be obtained from any Main Agent or Plant Equipment Dealer. Write us for details. 


SKYHI LIMITED, SKYH! WORKS, WORTON ROAD, ISLEWORTH, MIDDLESEX 


Telephone: Hounslow 2211/2/3 





a 
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“UNDULITE,” the translucent building material, cuts costs because it's lighter 


A covered car-wash, built on to the garage, may be the car-owner’s dream of utopia — 
but with ““ UNDULITE,” it’s a very practical and inexpensive idea. “ UNDULITE” is 
a translucent corrugated plastic sheeting, reinforced with fibreglass. It’s so light and 

easy to handle that man-hours are cut to a minimum and the simplest framework 
gives adequate support. “ UNDULITE” and a little imagination will provide an 
effective answer to hundreds of building problems. It’s tremendously strong, durable 
and shatterproof. Use it for roofing, skylights, wall lights, panels and partitions. 
Use it to let the daylight into farm buildings, factories, shops and office buildings. 


ia ica “UNDULITE” is made in standard sized sheets to 
nest with standard pitches of other materials, and it 
can be cut, sawn, drilled, clipped or even nailed with 
ordinary tools to suit your particular requirements. 
For further details, please write for a copy of our 
illustrated folder. Delivery of standard profiles ex 
stock. 





made by AShdowns 


ASHDOWNS LIMITED, ECCLESTON WORKS, ST. HELENS, LANCS. TELEPHONE: ST. HELENS 3206 


* Registered Trade Mark Ashdowns Limited is a subsidiary of Pilkington Brothers Limited ; 
ia 





THE BUILLE 


soul 
Minis 


THE an 
Coun 
Trades Ei 
on Janua 
Lovell, M 
the ensull 
FIOB, © 
Senior Vi 
bon, MBE 
J, B. Rat 
Warlinghé 
Presidents 
FIOB, 0 
Honorary 


TI 


Over 3. 
ded the < 
principal 
Walker-St 
State, Boz 

After | 
SWAYNE 
Smith to 
students a 
National 
of their si 
certificate 
past year, 
one of th 
Mr. F. R. 
Grummar 
gained a | 
awarded © 
his outst: 
National 
the incey 
Apprentic 
fewer tha 
trained in 
alone. 

Proposit 
Governme 
must be fa 
building 1 
industry, ¢ 
loss not ¢ 
the effect 
nation as 
any stead) 
to buildin 
quate time 
pessimistic 
we have | 
Region th 
of buildin 
accruing 2 

For ma 
the buildi 
cerned wi 
believed, | 
able imp) 
the costs 
parison w 
modities < 

In resy 
WALKER-S 
importanc 
economy, 
country 
dollars f 
Fund, an 
earning a 


1 1957 





THE BUILDER February 1 1957 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
BUILDERS 


Minister of State on Building 
Productivity 


THE annual meeting of the Southern 
Counties Federation of Building 
Trades Employers was held in London 
oo January 25, when Mr. P. H. P. 
Lovell, MIOB, was elected President for 
the ensuing year. Mr. C. G. Drewitt, 
FIOB, of Bournemouth, was elected 
senior Vice-President; Mr. R. H. Bray- 
son, MBE, MIOB, of Brighton, and Mr. 
|, B. Ratcliffe, DSO, of Caterham and 
Warlingham, were elected Junior Vice- 
Presidents; and Mr. G. O. Swayne, OBE, 
FIOB, of Guildford, was _ re-elected 
Honorary Treasurer. 


The Annual Luncheon 


Over 350 members and friends atten- 
ded the annual Juncheon, at which the 
principal guest was the Rt. Hon. Derek 
Walker-Smith, QC, TD, MP, Minister of 
State, Board of Trade. 


After the loyal toast, Mr. G. O. 
SwaYNE invited Mr. Derek Walker- 
Smith to present the prizes to the 


students and apprentices who had gained 
National or Regional awards as a result 
of their success in the National Diploma 
certificate examinations held during the 
past year, and recalled with pleasure that 
one of the Southern Counties students— 
Mr. F. R. Emburey, employed by Messrs. 
Grummant Bros. of Ramsgate—had 
gained a bronze medal and a prize of £40 
awarded by the National Federation for 
his outstanding success in the Higher 
National Certificate Examination. Since 
the inception of the National Joint 
Apprenticeship Scheme in 1945, no 
fewer than 10,000 apprentices had been 
trained in the Southern Counties Region 
alone. 

Proposing the toast of ‘Her Majesty’s 
Government,’ the PRESIDENT said the fact 
must be faced that if there were a prolonged 
building recession many would leave the 
industry, and this would be a most serious 
loss not only to the industry itself but to 
the effective industrial resources of the 
nation as a whole. He therefore urged that 
any steadying or corrective action in regard 
to building work should be taken in ade- 
quate time. ‘In case these comments appear 
pessimistic,’ said the President, ‘may I say 
we have reports from certain areas in the 
Region that there is now a definite shortage 
of building work, with actual unemployment 
accruing as a result.’ 

For many years all those connected with 
the building industry had been deeply con- 
cerned with low output and high costs; he 
believed, however, there was now a consider- 
able improvement in production, and that 
the costs of production would bear com- 
Parison witk most other major basic com- 
modities and services. 

In responding, the Rt. Hon. DEREK 
WALKER-SMITH referred to the heightened 
mportance of exports in the national 
conomy, and reminded his hearers that this 
country had drawn a considerable sum in 
dollars from the International Monetary 
Fund, and was now faced with the task of 
tarning additional money to meet our repay- 


ment obligations. Compar- 
ing 1956 with 1955, exports 
increased by 9 per cent., 


whereas imports remained 
steady. The average 
monthly trade deficit had 


accordingly diminished from 
£72m. in 1955 to £48m. in 
1956. The country was 
now faced with the complex 
temporary difficulties arising 
from the closing of the Suez 
Canal and the disturbance 
of world oil supplies. He 
appreciated that the build- 
ing industry had its share of 
these problems and difficul- 
ties, and that many required 
petrol and derv for the 
transport of their plant, 
workmen and_ materials. 
“You may rest assured,’ 
observed the Minister, ‘ that 
your problems are fully 
understood, and you will 
receive a fair share of the 
limited supply.’ 

Turning to production in the building in- 
dustry, the Minister of State remarked that in 
the first three quarters of 1956 the output was 
7 per cent. higher than in the similar period 
of 1955, and there was an accretion in man- 
power of 30,000. Taking the longer period 
from 1951 to 1955, the output of the build- 
ing industry increased in value by 31 per 
cent. and in volume by 15 per cent., while 
the increase in value in 1956 over 1955 was 
124} per cent. The building industry, con- 
cluded the Minister, had a large and endur- 
ing part to play both at home and overseas. 

The President then presented a pair of 
Georgian silver candlesticks to the retiring 
President, Mr. E. G. Llewellyn, and Mrs. 
Llewellyn. Mr. LovELL paid warm tribute 
to Mr. Llewellyn’s wise and energetic leader- 
ship. Mr. LLEWELLYN made suitable ac- 
knowledgement. 


A Great Opportunity 
Mr. C. G. Drewitt, Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent, proposed the toast of ‘Our Guests.’ 
Mr. NIGEL HANNEN, BA, FIOB, President of 
the National Federation, and Mr. IAN M. 


Lestig, OBE, Editor of The _ Builder, 
responded. Mr. Leslie referred to what 
was, in his opinion, one of the most 


important matters facing them today—how 
to secure their share of the right type of 
young man for the building industry. It 
had been stated that by 1962, three boys 
would be coming forward for every two 


that were coming forward now. Were 
there sufficient vacancies for them? Had 
steps been taken to make the available 


vacancies as attractive as those in the civil 
engineering field? 

‘These are not academic questions,’ said 
Mr. Leslie; ‘the efficiency of an industry is 
in close ratio to the type of young men 
coming into it. While keeping the craft 
and apprentice side of the industry strong, 
we need also to build a bridge between the 
public and grammar schools and industry. 
Young men of today are looking for an 
academic degree that enables them at the 
end of their time to go out properly trained 
and qualified, and it is the business of the 
Institute of Builders to ensure that this is 
available to them.’ Under the wise and 
energetic direction and leadership of Mr. F. 


Llewellyn (Immediate Past President) ; 
Lovell ; Mr. P. H. P. Lovell( President ) ; Rt. Hon. Derek 
Walker-Smith, MP (Minister of State, Board of Trade) ; 
Mrs. E. G. Llewellyn ; and Mr. Nigel Hannen (President, 
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES FEDERATION.—A group 
taken before the annual luncheon. Left to right : Mr. E. G. 


Mrs P. H. P. 


National Federation) 


Leslie Walfis, followed by Mr. Oddie, con- 
siderable progress had been made, but some- 
thing yet remained to be done, particularly 
in regard to bringing the examinations into 
line with what was needed at the present 
time. ‘A move is being made in that direc- 
tion,’ said the speaker, ‘ but I feel the Insti- 
tute now needs and deserves the whole 
weight of the industry behind it. More 
membership is needed from this Federation 
and from all Federations up and down the 
country—not just as members but as mem- 
bers who are prepared to play their full 
part in securing the future of these young 
men and, in turn, of the industry.’ 


Prize List 


ORDINARY NATIONAL CERTIFICATE 

(a) Apprentices and Young Craftsmen.— 
First prize (£25), N. K. Collins, A. Burren & 
Sons, Eccles, Nr. Maidstone ; second prize (£20), 
P. J. Hart, J. H. Day, Farlington (both National 
Federation). 

(b) Students.—First prize (£25) M. J. Padg- 
ham, R. Corben & Son, Ltd., Maidstone; 
second prize (£20), M. R. Quinton, F. J. Privett, 
Ltd., Portsmouth (both National Federation). 

Regional Prize.—{£12) G. D. Hewlett, Wm. T. 
Nicholls (Southern), Ltd., Southampton 
(Southern Counties Federation). 

HIGHER NATIONAL CERTIFICATE 

(a) Apprentices and Young Craftsmen.— 
Regional prize (£25), J. H. May, Brazier & Son, 
Ltd., Southampton (Southern Counties RJAC). 

(b) Students.—Regional prize (£25), R. A. 
Adams, Fussell (Southampton), Ltd. (Southern 
Counties Federation). 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES SCHOLARSHIP 
AND WELFARE FUND FOR HIGHER 
EDUCATION IN BUILDING 
Higher National Diploma in_ Building. 
Prize £25, A. J. Carmichael, James Longley & 

Co., Ltd., Crawley. 

Ordinary National Diploma in Building.— 
>rize £20, T. C. King, T. King & Sons (Builders), 
Ltd., Andover. 

FAS Meeting 

Two new groups of the Faculty of Archi- 
tects and Surveyors have béen proposed. 
In connection with these, Mr. G. S. Agar, 
president, and Mr. H. M. Hoar, secretary, 
are to attend meetings at Sheffield on 
February 7 (details from Mr. S. R. 
Collis, 6 High-court, High-street, Sheffield 1) 
and at Mersey on February 8 (details 
from Mr. F. C. Farrell, 22 Woodland- 
avenue, Widnes, Lancashire). 
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‘SALT OF BUILDING’ 
Tribute to Builders’ Foremen 


“TINHE salt of the building earth.’ This 
description of the builder’s foreman 
was applied by Mr. IAN M. LEs.ie, OBE, 
Editor of The Builder, when addressing the 
Officers’ Annual Festival of the London 
Builders’ Foremen’s Association, held at the 
Peter Jones Restaurant, Sloane-square, SW1, 
on Saturday, January 26. Mr. F. J. Beach- 
Barnard, President, was in the chair. 


Submitting the toast of the Association 
and its President, Mr. LESLIE said that the 
foreman carried the responsibility placed on 
the builder of translating the architect’s 
plans into bricks and mortar. ‘It is a job 
with great responsibilities, and with great 
satisfactions, but those responsibilities go 
much farther than the site—they extend to 
the future, and this must mean recruiting 
more men of the right type to the Associa- 
tion’s ranks, and of arranging and carrying 
through their further education and train- 
ing. 

‘I am delighted to know that the Asso- 
ciation has recently begun to admit to its 
ranks Associate members who, while not 
necessarily eligible for full benefits of the 
Association, are yet able to take part in and 
benefit by the training courses and discus- 
sions by which you are all striving to 
improve your efficiency and extend your 
knowledge, said the speaker, who com- 
plimented the Association and Mr. W. R. 
Taylor on the liveliness of the quarterly 
* Journal.’ 

Keeping Abreast of Progress 

‘At a time when new constructional 
methods and new materials are sweeping 
into the building field, it is vitally important 
that the foreman should be well abreast of 
progress. On him lies the responsibility of 
making these new processes work. I should 
like.” added Mr. Leslie, ‘to see manufac- 
turers making more use of the foreman’s 
knowledge of the efficiency of their pro- 
ducts than some of them do.’ 


The speaker concluded by paying a warm 
tribute to the President whose standing in 
the industry and whose work for the Asso- 
ciation made him a President whom they 
might well honour. 


Responding, Mr. BEACH-BARNARD wel- 
comed Mr. and Mrs. Leslie, Mr. and Mrs. 
G. H. A. Hughes, and the officers and guests 
who made up a party in excess of 170 in 
number.. He thought that the aims and 
purpose of the Association were becoming 
better known, and he hoped that the 
organisation would expand. 


The toast of ‘The Ladies’ was proposed 
by Mr. W. R. Taylor and responded to 
admirably by Mrs. F. S. PiesseE. Dancing 
and a cabaret followed. 


During the evening illuminated certificates 
recording many years’ service in furthering 
the progress of the Association were pre- 
sented to Messrs. W. T. Eagles, W. F. 
Simpson, C. E, Pocock and A. T. Bint. The 
presentations were made by Mr. G. H. A. 
Huaues, OBE, Director of the LMBA, who 
paid felicitous tribute to the recipients who, 
he said, had spent their working life in 
building stepping stones for mankind. Mr. 
SIMPSON responded. 


The festival committee responsible for 
the admirable arrangements (which included 
gifts for the ladies) were Messrs. A. Wright, 
W. Trickey, W. R. Taylor, H. T. Piesse and 
F. Simpson. 


HOUSING IN RUSSIA 
New Devices to Speed Building 
By GUY PHILLIPS 


HE shortage of housing in Russia is still 
acute, and—since more freedom was 
given to the ordinary Russian to speak his 
mind—the Soviet Press has been constantly 
full of references to the need to speed the 
housing programme. One result is that the 
newspapers give much publicity to every new 
invention that may accelerate or cheapen 
the process of building. For instance, in 
Estonia—where timber plays the major part 
in house-building—the Building Department 
of the town of Paides has put into operation 
a petrolatum timber-drier. Petrolatum is a 
by-product of the oil industry. Using it, 
planks up to two inches thick take only from 
four to eight hours to dry out, as com- 
pared with five to ten days in conventional 
driers. 


A new building material has been evolved 
in the neighbouring Soviet republic of 
Latvia, where the Institute of Building and 
Architecture of the Latvian Academy of 
Sciences has invented ‘kostro-concrete.’ 
This, it is claimed, works out at a quarter 
the price of bricks. It is made of concrete 
strengthened with ‘kostritsa’—the refuse 
from dressed flax; flax is a major crop in 
Latvia. 

‘Foam-ceralite’ is to be produced at the 
Bunkovsky ceramic works, Moscow. This 
is described as an excellent sound and heat 
insulating material which will be very useful 
in big-panel building. Heat insulation is, of 
course, of great importance in the Russian 
winter—and for that matter in the summer 
as well; and the new demand for privacy in 
the home gives added significance to sound- 
proofing. 


At Stalingrad, on the lower Volga, the 
first section of a ferro-concrete products 
factory has started operation. Its capacity 
is about 5,700,000 cubic feet of concrete 
manufactured per year for the building 
industry. The whole works is said to be 
fully automatised. 


The Asbesto-Cement Research Institute 
has produced ‘Isol,’ a new roofing and 
waterproofing material. It is a combination 
of bitumen and certain kinds of processed 
rubber waste—‘ old car hoods, goloshes and 
the like,’ as Izvestia says. Isol is claimed to 
be practically completely non-porous, very 
durable and elastic—a sheet of it can be 
stretched to twice its size without affecting its 
proofing quality. 

It can be produced in three forms—rolls, 
roofing tiles and mastic. The rolls are simply 
unrolled on the roof. The tiles can be nailed 
or glued to the joists. The mastic is used for 
waterproofing seams. Houses in Moscow 
and Kiev have been roofed with Isol, and 
observations on these and experiments in 
artificial climates are said to have shown 
that it stands the weather very well. A 
factory is being erected to produce 20,000,000 
square feet of Isol a year. 


THE BUILDER February 1 1957 


LAND FOR HOUSr 
BUILDING 


Call for National Inquiry 


TP\HERE were so many big issue 
decided at this time that we Were j 

: -3 i] 
danger of overlooking a much less glamorous 
but very important problem that affected ys 
all—housing, MR. E. CLose, president of the 
Yorkshire Region of the Federation of 
Master Builders, said at the annual dinner 
of the Hull Branch on January 22, About 
330,000 operatives were engaged in ney 
housing work, yet he doubted if there was 
any other industry of comparable size which 
was subject to so much uncertainty about jt 
basic need as was housing. 

* This may surprise you,’ Mr. Close cop 
tinued, ‘ but it is true. The basic need for 
housing is land. Without land there can he 
no houses, yet this land question has never 
received serious consideration. We have 
decided, as a nation, to preserve our green 
belts. We hope—and indeed I believe we 
intend—to rebuild the worst areas of oy 
cities, and we wish to maintain home agri: 
culture. But it does not seem that we are 
very clear how best to use the available land 
for all these purposes.’ 

Economic circumstances had forced the 
country to realise that the building of 
houses for general needs was best done on 
a private enterprise basis. But the private 
builder asked where was the land? ‘Take 
Hull for instance—there is virtually no land 
left here for private house building unless 
the green belt policy is altered. The two 
main housing agencies—that is private 
enterprise and local authorities—are, there- 
fore, placed in the position of traders at a 
horse fair, bargaining for advantage, stand- 
ing up for what they consider to be their 
rights and generally hating each other’s guts, 

This housing problem must be sorted out, 
For years, builders and local authorities 
had been voicing their doubts about the 
future, but no one had really sat down to 
tackle the problem. 

‘Is it not time,’ Mr. Close asked, ‘fora 
full scale impartial inquiry into the land 
available? Many local authorities in the 
country either hold land or have a lien on 
land which they haven’t a hope of develop- 
ing in the near future. Similarly, many of 
the advocates of green belts seem to wish, 
not so much to preserve the countryside as 
to sterilise it. We are tackling this problem 
only half-heartedly and piecemeal. It is 
too serious for that.’ 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Lead Disposals 


S being 


THE Board of Trade announced on 
December 7 their intention of seeking trade 
advice about the best way to dispose of 
lead from the Board’s stocks without unduly 
disturbing the market. These consultations 
have been completed. 

The Board have decided to sell about 
30,000 tons’ of lead for delivery and pricing 
over a period of nine months beginning 10 
March. Some 4,000 tons of this will b 
offered by open competitive tender and the 
remainder, to which special considerations 
apply, will be offered back to the origina 
suppliers or their agents. The availability 
of tender forms for the 4,000 tons will be 
advertised in due course. 
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LIVERPOOL 
FEDERATION 


president’s Annual Report 
HE annual report of the Liverpool 
T Regional. Federation of Building 
trades Employers was delivered by the 
retiring president, Mr. T. V. Prosser, at the 
Federation’s annual general meeting held in 
Liverpool on January 21. Later in the pro- 
yedings Mr. R. O. Lloyd, OBE, FIOB, 
yho was National president in 1950, was in- 
dalled as president for 1957. Other 
ngional officers elected for the year were: 
senior vice-president, Mr. H. Snow (Messrs. 
w. H. Snow, Ltd.); junior vice-president, 
\r, R. E. Costain (Messrs. R. Costain & 
sons (Liverpool) Ltd.); honorary auditor, 
Mr. J. L. Rawsthorne (J. L. Rawsthorne. 
Ltd); honorary treasurer, Mr. T. Wilfrid 
Platt. 

Following are extracts from the Presi- 
dent's report. MR. PROSSER said: 


General Review.—The year 1956 has cer- 
uinly not been an easy year for the build- 
ing industry. We had been looking forward 
0a period of reasonable stability for our 
industry; to the time when we could do 
without the fluctuations clause in our con- 
tracts and get back to the practice of obtain- 
ing and giving firm prices, and taking the 
contractual risks involved. 

We had in fact already accepted a return 
to this basis in regard to contracts of cer- 
tain size and restricted duration and the 
Ministry of Works, in May last, embarked 
on an experiment of obtaining firm prices 
for a few selected contracts of up to 
£100,000 in value. This experiment was 
subsequently to be extended to all types of 
Government contracts. 

The financial policy of the Government 
has, however, itself militated against the 
achievement of this object, and the sudden 
imposition of the new petrol tax, which will 
affect the prices of all our vital materials, 
has completely undermined any possibility 
ofa reasonably early return to anything like 
stability in building costs. 

When the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
anounced the tax he said he hoped §in- 
dustry would carry the additional cost and 
not pass it on to the consumer, so as to avoid 
anew inflationary spiral. And yet it was 
4 Nationalised Industry (the British Road 
Services) which, within a few hours, an- 
nounced that its charges would be put up 
immediately by 74 per cent. 


Unemployment Threat 


Credit Squeeze—Already there are signs 
that unemployment in the industry is greater 
than can be attributed to a seasonal falling- 
of in work, and our architectural friends 
tll us that they have little new work on 
heir drawing boards. 

We have repeatedly reminded the 
Government that our industry cannot, by 
the Very nature of things, maintain a healthy 
talance if it is to be subjected to alternat- 
ing short-term policy changes of contraction 
and expansion. Just as it takes some time 
Pe the full effects of credit restriction to be 
o on the industry, so it will take a very 
ong While for the industry to get back into 
8 stride again when there is a reversal of 


it Present financial policy of restricting 
‘apital investment. 


The Government should therefore recon- 
sider its credit squeeze policy in relation to 
the building industry before the volume of 
work in the industry falls below the danger 
level with consequent serious effects not 
only on the industry itself byt on the 
national economy. 


Petrol and Oil Supplies-——-We cannot but 
view with the gravest concern the present 
position in regard to the administration of 
the rationing scheme. ‘This must inevitably 
increase the cost of building, quite apart 
from the increases in transport costs them- 
selves, because it will result in severe dis- 
location on jobs, under-employment of 
operatiyes, with additional payments for 
guaranteed time, and proportionally higher 
on-costs. 


In a situation so fluid as obtains at the 
time of preparing these notes it is difficult 
to forecast the pattern of developments in 
1957. I do not wish to paint a gloomy pic- 
ture but it would indeed be grossly foolish 
to minimise the problems with which the 
industry will be confronted during the year 
ahead. 

Unofficial Strikes—There is still an all- 
too-prevalent tendency on the part of 
stewards to call men out on unofficial strike 
(completely contrary to the Working Rule 
Agreement) on the slightest pretext; very 
often in an attempt to coerce the employer 
into giving way to demands which could not 
be sustained under the Working Rule 
Agreement. 


Appeal for Apprentices 


Intake of Apprentices.—In my half-yearly 
review I drew attention to a serious decline 
in the number of new apprentices taken on 
in our area. In 1956 the total was 366 com- 
pared with 420 in 1955 and 581 in 1954. It 
is estimated that Merseyside needs at least 
500 new building trades apprentices each 
year to maintain the requisite craft labour 
force and it will he readily apparent that 
unless the leeway can be made up very 
quickly the industry's labour problems in 
the years ahead can become quite serious. 
I do, therefore, as each of my predecessors 
in office has done, urge all members to 
recruit as many new apprentices as they are 
able to train. 

Firm-Price Contracts.—A few months ago 
there were indications that the Ministry of 
Works intended to extend their ‘ experi- 
ment’ of seeking firm-price tenders for 
various building and civil engineering works. 
In present circumstances it would clearly be 
absurd for the Government or any other 
employing authority to expect contractors 
to enter into commitments over which they 
have no control: and it would certainly be 
highly imprudent of any contractor to accept 
a contract on those terms while the present 
uncertainties obtain. 

National House builders Registration 
Council—In the early post-war years, 
builders did not experience any difficulty in 
disposing of all the houses they could build, 
whether or not they carried the NHRC cer- 
tificate. It is evident, however, that this 
position is altering quickly for, with greater 
selectivity of houses from which to choose 
those who are in a position to buy a new 
house are, I am glad to say, increasingly 
insisting on having one which carries the 
guarantee of the Registration Council. 
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EASTERN FEDERATION 
Election of Officers for 1957 


T the annual general meeting of the 

Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers held at Cambridge on January 
23 the following were elected officers for 


4 


1957: President, Mr. R. E. Perrott (Dan- 
bury); senior vice-president, Mr. H. G. 
Holmes (Gorleston-on-Sea); junior vice- 


presidents, Messrs. C. C. Wiggins (Thun- 
dersley), W. C. Warton (Bedford) and D. M. 
Chaston (Hoddesdon); hon. treasurer, Mr. 
B. T. Henman (Luton); immediate past- 
president, Mr. R. G. Carter (Norwich). 

The principal guest was Mr. N. Hannen, 
National president, who addressed the meet- 
ing. Other guests included Mr. E. G. 
Llewellyn (Southern Counties president) and 
Mr. S. Hearder (National director). 

Apprentices’ Week-end Course 

A WEEK-END residential course for senior 
apprentices is likely to become a permanent 
feature of the training programme of the 
Eastern Federation as a result of a recent 
successful experiment. 

Thirty apprentices were selected to parti- 
cipate in a course at Belstead House, 
Ipswich, over the week-end January 18/20. 
Places were in the nature of an award, 
recommendations being made by masters in 
respect of those apprentices showing special 
promise and likely to reach a senior position. 

The subjects included Building as a 
Career, the Structure of the Building Indus- 
try, Managing a Building Contract and Brit- 
ain’s Economy. The members of the course 
testified to the fact that the talks and dis- 
cussion groups had contributed greatly to a 
widening of their outlook—the declared in- 
tention of the course. Emphasis was laid 
on the part played by management and the 
problems which confronted it. The senior 
apprentices were also reminded of the 
importance of hard work and the contribu- 
tion they could make to the economic well- 
being of the country. 

It was clear from discussion on a wide: 
variety of questions that these selected 
apprentices were keen observers of manage- 
ment, and several interesting suggestions 
were made on technical training, industrial 
efficiency and employer/employee relation- 
ships. 

NORTHERN FEDERATION 

Effects of Petrol Rationing 

AT THE annual meeting at Sunderland of 
the Northern Regional Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, a report was sub- 
mitted on the effects on the industry of 
petrol rationing. Strenuous efforts had beer 
made, stated the report, to ensure that the 
authorities were fully aware of essential 
needs of the industry. 

Building contractors were urged, when 
submitting tenders for future work, to make 
a proviso that, owing to the difficulties of 
petrol rationing, they could not guarantee 
regular progress on the work, which might 
be subject to interruption. 

Mr. Arthur Robinson, of Middlesbrough, 
was elected president of the organisation. 


Timber Course, Oxford 


Dr. H. E. Desch, FRICS, 11, Haymarket, 
SWI, is repeating his one-week timber 
course at Oxford from March 25-30 next. 
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NEW CITY BUILDINGS 


Multi-storey Garage Schemes 
Approved 


lwo applications in connection with the 

building of multi-storey garages in the 
City of London came before the Court of 
Common Council on January 24. Both 
related to sites among those earmarked for 
«car-parking purposes by the Court under its 
resolution on December 13 last. 

On January 24 the Court granted permis- 
-sion for development, in accordance with 
:plans submitted, of a multi-floor car park 
-and workshops with petrol-filling station and 
‘car sales showroom. The proposed site is 
1158 to 170, Aldersgate-street, 1 to 5, 16 to 
22, and parts of 6, and 11 to 15, Manchester- 
avenue, and Manchester-avenue, part of 
Queen-square, and 5 and 6, parts of | to 4, 
and 7, Queen-square, Bowmans-buildings, 
3 to 6, and part of 1 and 2, Half Moon- 
court, and parts of 30 and 31, Bartholomew- 
close (Architect: O. Garry, ARIBA). 

In the case of the second multi-storey 
parage with petrol-filling station, the Court 
granted permission on an outline application. 
This garage would occupy a site bounded by 
Queen-street-place, Upper Thames-street, 
the Public Cleansing Depot, and a line 
approximately 170 feet from Upper Thames- 
street. (Architects: Shingler and Risdon). 

Welcoming the Aldersgate scheme, SIR 
GEORGE WILKINSON said the war had been 
over for 12 years and this was the first sub- 
stantial building project in the Ward that 
.was likely to receive confirmation. 


'Pricate Developers Welcomed 


“Deputy ALFRED INSTONE said fears had 
‘been expressed, when the Court discussed 
the provision of multi-storey garages, that 
the Corporation might have to carry out the 
work, But he was pleased to see private 
developers coming forward. 

Mr. JouHN Batty, chairman of the Im- 
provements and Town Planning Committee, 
also expressed pleasure that two private 
developers had come forward. ‘As regards 
other sites,’ he said, ‘I have no information 
on firm proposals, but I do feel that there is 
teal hope that private developers are 
seriously interested in this aspect of City 
development.’ 

A condition concerning right of way to 
the nearby GPO building is attached to per- 
mission in the case of the Aldersgate scheme. 
In the second scheme, one condition is that 
the boundaries of the site must conform to 
‘boundaries to be determined by the Corpora- 
‘tion. Another is that the building must con- 
‘form to heights in relation to St. Paul’s 
“Cathedral, to be determined by the Corpora- 
‘tion, and with the Corporation’s require- 
ments as to daylighting. 

Approval was also given, subject to con- 
‘ditions, to an application to develop a site 
at 80 to 83, Long-lane (Developer: H. Selby). 
The site would be occupied by a four-storey 
‘commercial building consisting of warehouse, 
‘showroom and ancillary offices. 


Building Approved 
Drawings, to which approval was given, 
relate to the following proposed develop- 
ments: 
Erection of a building to be used as offices, 
licensed premises, bank and retail shops, at 


10, 11 and 12, New Bridge-street; 1, Bride- 
well-place; and 14, Bride-lane (Architects: 
Shingler and Risdon). 


Erection of a building comprising base- 
ment, ground and five upper floors for use 
as offices, at 5 Plough-place (Architects: 
Knapton and Deane). 

Rebuilding 5 to 8 St. Dunstan’s Hill to 
the same cubic content as previously exist- 
ing (Developers: Hildebrande and Glicker), 

Erection of a new building at 12 to 17 
Addle-street and 58 and 59 Aldermanbury, 
comprising basement for use as storage, 
ground floor for use as office and car park- 
ing, and five storeys over for use as offices, 
the new building incorporating the existing 
structure known as 12 and 13 Addle-street 
(Architect: Montague Evans). 

Permission was also given for develop- 
ment, at 37 to 44 Snow Hill and 65a, 65b, 
65c and 66 and 67 Holborn Viaduct for the 
erection of a new building for use as offices 
(Developers: P. E. Owen). 

This is subject to no direction being made 
by the Minister under the Town and Coun- 
try Planning (Development Plans) Direction, 
1954, as is approval for an outline applica- 
tion in respect of 61 to 64, 65a, 65b, 65c, 66 
and 67 Holborn Viaduct, 37 to 44 Snow 
Hill and land over the disused railway 
station next to Snow Hill. Proposed 
development is for the erection of a new 
building for use as offices at a plot ratio of 
3 to 1 (Architect: J. Seymour Harris, 
FRIBA). 

The Court refused another application 
for development, on this site, of a building 
comprising basement, lower ground floor, 
ground floor, with five floors over for use 
as Offices with car park in the basement 
(Architects: T., P. H. and E. Braddock). 

The reason for refusal, states the com- 
mittee, is that the proposed massing and 
blocking of the development is  unsatis- 
factory on this site and in particular the 
scheme has no regard to the proximity of 
St. Sepulchre’s Church or the form of 
development now existing and proposed in 
the area. 

Continuation of the use of a number of 
sites as car parks was also approved. One 
is an island site, situated on the south- 
eastern corner of Fetter-lane and Plough- 
place, and bounded by Fetter-lane, Plough- 
place and a service roadway. 

In order that permanent redevelopment 
should not be prejudiced, there is a condi- 
tion that the use of the other sites must 
terminate on June 30 next. These sites 
are: 

Part of Three Cranes Wharf; Part of Red 
Lion Wharf; Cameron Wharf; 77 Upper 
Thames-street; 1 Greenwich-street; Suffer- 
ance Wharf; Dowgate Dock; and land at 
the rear of 83 Upper Thames-street. 


Compulsory Purchasés 


It was reported that the Minister had con- 
firmed a purchase notice in respect of the 
following properties: 180, 181, 182 and 183 
Aldersgate-street; 6, 7 and 8 Westmoreland 
Buildings; and 18 and 19 Albion Buildings. 
Total compensation: £62,500 plus £667 16s. 
surveyors’ fees. The War Damage classi- 
fication of 180 to 183 Aldersgate-street is 
‘Not Total Loss,’ and the classification of 
the other property ‘ Total Loss.’ 

The Minister had also confirmed a com- 
pulsory purchase order relating to 119 and 
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120 London Wall and 56 and $7 Fore.c, 

(standing and occupied building), sa 
pensation: £131,000 plus £1,402 165 ,,.. 
veyors’ fees and legal costs, iad 


Approval was given for terms r 
an exchange of land between the 
tion and the Worshipful Company of Mer- 
chant Taylors. The exchange ‘relates ; 
the proposed comprehensive developmen 
by the company of the site bounded by 
Ropemaker-street, Moorgate, the southern 
boundary of 165 to 171 Moorgate, Moor- 
fields, Tenter-street and Moor-lane, and is 
being made with a view to consolidation of 
the sites. 


SUBSIDENCE: NEW 
CONSTRUCTION PLAN 
Derbyshire CC Seek Solution 


JDERBYSHIRE Education Committe 
hopes that a new construction system 
will solve the problem of building schook 
on sites likely to be affected by mining 
subsidence. ‘ 
Some time ago, Derbyshire Coun 
Council’s Architectural Services Committe 
were advised that the problem of providing 
schools on such sites should be investigated 
further, and it was recommended that two 
firms of consulting engineers should b: 
appointed to carry out the work. The 
proposal was not implemented, howeve;. 
because it was felt that the Ministry of 
Education should sponsor the scheme. 

Now, with Ministry approval, the count 
architect of Nottinghamshire has made a 
investigation, with the assistance of th: 
National Coal Board, the Building Research 
Station, the Universities of Durham and 
Nottingham, a firm of general contractors 
and a commercial undertaking fabricating 
steel frameworks for buildings. 

This was revealed to members at a met: 
ing on January 16 of Derbyshire County 
Council and they were told: * Investigation 
have reached a stage where it is possible to 
proceed with the construction of schools 
utilising the new system. The Council have 
been invited to make use of the results of 
the research and development and the 
Education Committee are considering the 
erection of a school using this particular 
type of construction.’ 


It was then reported that a furth 
invitation had been received suggesting cdl: 
laboration between the Architectural Servicss 
Committee, Nottinghamshire Count) 
Council and Coventry City Council to agre 
on problems of design, price and organisi: 
tion in their dealings with the manufactures 
and to ‘maintain control and insure that 
each authority has equal consideration in 
the matter of supplies, to control price and 
further the development.’ 

The Nottinghamshire County Architet! 
has offered to contribute immediate) 
standard drawings, information on price. 
technical knowledge on mining subsidence 
and information sheets. The Architectur 
Services Committee have agreed to (0: 
laborate with the other authorities so far # 
the resources of the architect’s departmen 
will allow, and at the same time have 
expressed their thanks to the Nottinghatt 
shire County Council for the valuable wot 
which has been undertaken by their Coutl) 
Architect, 
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SMOKE CONTROL 
AREAS IN LONDON 


Co-operation Between Local 
Authorities 


From a Correspondent 


AN indication of how London 
43 poroughs may combine to share 
responsibility and expenditure in the 
administration of smoke control areas is 
given in a special report by Dr. H. D. 
Chalke, medical officer of health to 
Camberwell, and also LCC divisional 
\OH for Camberwell and Lewisham. 

In a preamble, Dr. Chalke stresses the 
need for education of public opinion— 
the most important factor both as regards 
the industrialist and the domestic con- 
sumer, he says. 

‘It is of the greatest importance,’ says 
Dr. Chalke in his report, ‘that persons 
responsible for tending and stoking 
boilers should be properly trained. 
Arrangements were made for special 
gasses at the Borough Polytechnic for 
sokers and firemen. A_ letter was 
addressed to 44 industrialists in Camber- 
well inviting their co-operation. The res- 
ponse Was extremely disappointing, only 
four firms involving eight men agreeing 
to the suggestion.’ 

Then Dr. Chalke tells how Camber- 
well has tackled the first stages of imple- 
menting the Clean Air Act, 1956. The 
report continues: A survey was started 
of all industrial and domestic heating 
plants with an output of 55,000 BTUs or 
over for the purpose of compiling details 
of the number, type and rating of fur- 
naces, the type of fuel and fuel consump- 
tion, method of firing, instrumentation 
(moke density recorders, draught 
gauges, etc.), grit and dust arresting 
plants, number and position of chimneys. 
At the time of the inspection, advice is 
offered to managements, where necessary, 
with regard to any improvement or 
alteration in the plant, fuel or method of 
use which it is considered would be help- 
ful in reducing to the minimum any 
atmospheric pollution. 


Complete Information 


It is estimated that there are 500 such 
plants in the borough, and, up to the end 
of December, 79 of them had been fully 
dealt with by the smoke inspector. By 
he time the Clean Air Act comes into 
operation [certain of its provisions came 
into force on January 1] it would be 
desirable for the Public Health Depart- 
ment to have complete information of all 
industrial premises so that attention can 
te directed immediately to those where 
the heating plant is considered to be least 
satisfactory. 

Regarding those provisions of the Act, 
the report continues, which enable the 
local authority to make an order declar- 
ing the whole or any part a smoke con- 
‘tol area, we have provisionally desig- 
tated an area in the north-west of 
Camberwell (bounded by Camberwell- 
toad, Camberwell Church-street, Peck- 


ham-toad, Southampton-way and New 


Church-road). 
This area contains the LCC Picton- 


street housing scheme and also the 
borough council’s Camberwell House 
site, so that a large proportion of it will 
consist of newly-built flats owned and 
controlled by a local authority. 

It may be considered that this would 
be a convenient ‘core’ which could be 
extended, by degrees, to cover the whole 
of the borough. 

Dr. Chalke then brings two other pro- 
posed control areas to the attention of 
his council. One is in the Dulwich 
Village area going up to the Lewisham 
borough boundary. ‘There is no heavy 
industry in this area and it contains a 
considerable number of local authority- 
owned properties,’ reports Dr. Chalke. 
‘Little or none of it is likely to be 
developed in the near future.’ 

‘There is a similar area in the adjoin- 
ing borough of Lewisham, which that 
council, if approached, might be willing 
to deal with in a similar manner, so that 
a much larger area might be smoke-con- 
trolled with a division of responsibility 
and expenditure between the two local 
authorities.’ 

Of the other zone, in the Nunhead dis- 
trict and against the Deptford Council 
boundary, Dr. Chalke says: ‘ This con- 
tains a considerable expanse of open 
space including two cemeteries, Peckham 
Rye park, a golf course, One Tree Hill 
and Metropolitan Water Board lands. 
It might similarly be made contiguous 
with a smoke control area in an adjoin- 
ing borough by inter-borough co-opera- 
tion.’ 

Dr. Chalke suggests that the council 
should second Mr. A. G. O’Gilvie to 
build up the smoke control staff, and 
this has been agreed. The council al- 
ready has Mr. H. Dray as chief smoke 
inspector. 


LAW REPORT 
Disputed Liability for Repairs 
QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION 
BEFORE LORD JUSTICE PARKER. 
Webster v. G. E. Askew 


N the Queen’s Bench Division on January 
16, Lord Justice Parker gave judgment, 
with costs, to Mr. William Webster, a 
builder and estate agent, of New Romney, 
Kent, for £306 in respect of materials sup- 
plied and repairs and decorations carried out 
by him to a property purchased by the 
defendant, Mr. G. E. Askew, of Greatstone, 
Kent, who denied liability. 

Mr. Victor Lemieux, for plaintiff, said 
that six months after the writ was issued in 
April, 1953, Mr. Webster suffered a brain 
injury, and because he was now of unsound 
mind, the claim was made by his wife Mrs. 
E. S. Webster, who helped him to run the 
business. 


Judgment 


Lorp JusTICE PARKER, giving judgment, 
said Mr. Webster at the end of July 1952, 
agreed to purchase a property known as 
‘Dacres,’ Greatstone, Kent, from a client 
for £2,250, provided he was given sufficient 
time to put the property in habitable condi- 
tion. This was necessary in order to obtain 
a mortgage. In September, 1952, Mr. Web- 
ster applied to the Halifax Building Society 
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for a loan, and to the borough surveyor for 
a building licence for work amounting to 
£750. Mrs. Webster’s story was that she, 
as manager of the estate agent’s business, 
agreed to let Mr. Askew take over the con- 
tract to purchase ‘ Dacres,’ but told him he 
would have to come to some arrangement 
about repairs which had been carried out 
by Mr. Webster. 

His lordship said Mr. Askew paid a 
deposit of £225 to Mr. Webster in respect 
of the purchase of ‘ Dacres ’ from his client. 
Work on the property was continued by 
Mr. Webster but later Mr. Askew refused 
to pay for it. Mr. Askew’s case was that 
Mr. Webster came to him at the end of 
August 1952, and asked him to buy 
‘ Dacres’ for £2,250. He was then interested 
in buying the property because all the 
repairs had been done. There was no ques- 
tion that he (Mr. Askew) should pay for 
repairs and no discussion about payment for 
future repairs. In October Mr. Webster 
came to him with a schedule of work done 
and asked for payment on account. Mr. 
Askew denied liability. It was the first 
occasion he was asked to pay for repairs. 
When Mr. Webster received an account in 
December, 1952, he thought it was a ‘try 
on’ and did nothing about it. 


The judge said although Mr. Askew was 
an honest witness, he was satisfied his 
memory was at fault in many respects. It 
was quite clear that the bulk of the repairs 
to ‘Dacres’” was done after he had agreed 
to buy the property and after he had signed 
the contract. There was evidence to show 
that he knew the work was being done. 

His Lorpsuip added: ‘I have come to 
the conclusion that I can accept Mrs. Web- 
ster’s story. I prefer her evidence and 
credibility to that of Mr. Askew, as being 
more in line with the probabilities. I am 
satisfied that an agreement was arrived at 
and Mr. Askew undertook to pay for the 
repairs.” 

His LorpsHip gave judgment for Mr. 
Webster for £306 with costs. 


LIVERPOOL OVERSPILL 
No Subsidy from MHLG 


LIVERPOOL Corporation Housing Com- 
mittee has had a nasty shock delivered by 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, writes a correspondent. The com- 
mittee is dealing with a considerable over- 
spill of population problem, and is building 
a big estate at Kirkby on the outskirts of the 
city. Now they have been told by the 
Ministry that 5,500 dwellings, yet to be 
completed, will not be eligible for subsidy 
as the Ministry contend Kirkby cannot be 
regarded as coming under the 1956 Act, 
which provides for subsidies of £24 on 
houses in overspill projects. 

Liverpool Corporation is taking steps to 
ascertain whether this project at Kirkby is 
a genuine overspill one. Without the sub- 
sidy the committee may be compelled to 
curtail its housing schemes. One of these 
applies to a project for Skelmersdale, also 
on the city outskirts, where it is proposed 
to build 3,000 dwellings where the subsidy 
would reach nearly £3,000,000 on a 40 years 
subsidy at £24 per dwelling. Liverpool has 
to move 130,000 people or more from the 
congested areas into overspill areas during 
the next 15 years. 
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materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. a + vege 4 : Burnt Multi Stock "Facings “3 la at in ‘ 
ndon sites ra 
AGGREGATES AND SAND Glazed Bricks (London sites) Wait, Ivory, ae * CU — 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for Stretchers... : 64 0 0 
Bonseehs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and a. : *e eee eee ‘ 63 0 0 STON 
t. Pancras. Quoins, Bullnose and = in. - Flats eee ate Mi 80 0 0 Rath St 
PIVBANASE. Wigs. “Gasr ed Gay Oe aeapenyd i 5 $ Double Headers ‘ 7 1 0 a 
ea a me : oe sar a oethapanr oe, se . - © 2 0 0 ‘Da 
fin. Shingle ee ane ae : 1 311 oe - B00 Doultn 
meee tc, fo. io Se 106 ream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other oa 
Peninrnee bs oe ie if 10 9 colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. sad » 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate... ... per ton 3 50 All above prices plus 25% for Best quality and. — 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. Plus 25% less 10% for Second quality. al 
CEMENT, etc. PARTITION SLABS, etc. Sou 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) yal 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- HOLtow Ctay PartTiTION BLOcks (Keyed) ¥ 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. Minimum a le 
—— and upwards, site... sibs ... per ton 5 4 6 7 lorry loads Din ny 
o 6 tons, site 5 516 6 ins) “sec eee eee 140 yds. soe eee din. » 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- *23 in. ... a soe 140 yds. oe eee —- ‘ : Din 
oe hadi ny » «5:15 0 «|| 3 in Beavityy” =) 0 yds. : $3 0 isin 
o6tons do. site : - 6 7 0 P = 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per *3 in. (6 cavity) anit _ (Keyed) ga 
ton on ordinary cement prices. *4 in. (6 cavity) ee 95 a i Z ee Temp! 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 6 in. (83 in. x S$in.) 1,250 + "ners ae # te ‘the 
ordinary cement prices. * Half blocks ae no extra ch — a ee D 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ike = s t.a pale nto bric 
Other colours according to colour. : CLINKER CONCRETE Hard Y 
In 4-ton lots from 298s, Od. to 688s. Od. per ton. Zin, wove ove 100. yds. ++ Per yd. sup. 3 9 Lin 
White Portland Cement oa si ee 13 5 0 2h in. ... ia wai 85 yds. as ad ” 44 14 in. 
brandy pean edt, ‘3 0 Bin, ve vee ane TS ydS. ane ane 5 3 doo 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots a ae a on 55 yds. we pae » 6 5 12 in 
and upwards per ton 617 0 : CRANHAM 2in. B 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above 2in, ss oe oo ote on oo see ” 6 9 in. S 
Soutiond Gesune BS a tebe ae ogee eee Goat, eee 7 $ ia 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 8s. Od. to £14 3s. Od. A %» 8 9 
(1-ton loads and upwards). ; 4 in. en eae ee See ae 10 9 TILES . 
Lightning and — tyre Brands High Alumin- 44 in. Load bearing quality... ‘5 11 10 Deli 
Ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 5 1415-9 tH 
— Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 72) See ase _~— Buocks 16 3 mr 
on . 617 6 ec Go 2a ds 
Moler Mortar Powder -_ Flue Bricks ‘Condon ; os sth ae aS 100 = a = “i i6 1 _— 
sites)... .. _perewt. 110 0 4in. *.. 90 yds. 2 20 0 oe 
BRICKS LIGHTWEIGHT CoNcRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS Machine 
Full Loads. o4 SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE Hand-m 
Tits . .« »§ »«— ewe ian. = =< * a = Sl ar aoe 
’ in. ... ore ave 80 yds. aes sae es 7 0 Concrete 
Second Hard Stocks ... sa ise ne sem a 1116 O 3 in. 65 yds 8 2 d 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... see tee gg 9 1 6 Mee) ae ae Ma 30 yds, a Ee e 9 8 Nott.—-1 
Mild Stocks — ... af 816 6 —. 2. a sl lCU 10 4 = 
All — free into lorry * the works, The question Git, =. oe ni 33 oa. ee ii i 13 104 
of haulage is still v It Pee ae es : 3 
dl pre ee Ase Pe A job. and prices must sii THERMALITE- YTONG PARTITION Buocks pis 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in — bin. .. we sie 144 yds. ary fs si Fitst-qua 
District Commons ... 3 515 0 . Tuermatire-YToNo LOADBEARING INSULATING BLOCKS paid ir 
TOC Scag > Seg “Gea a 515 0 Zim we 120 yds. wee ase ” 8 6 ge 
Keyed do, «.. ise sie oes ans te 517 0 4in,... eee ore 90 yds. ore ove ” i | fell 
Rustics 2 sie aes a ees ae ie 1-30 Sin... ore oe 72 yds. oe oe ” 13 10 ot 
Cellular Rustics ... - a cea te me 7 3S. 40 6in.  ... ore ore 60 yds. oe ote ” 16 7 2 x | 
Single Bullnose Commons a ae ee. ee 7 38 Shin, eee ae 42 yds. » 39 . i 
—* oe see oe soe ove 8 2 6 FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER Tites . : 
uscans.... sas aes se Sas sis eS 817 6 3 in. Floor Blocks = in. einai 12 in. delivered in full 18 x 
Saxons bee an ee ee ae aa 9 5 6 lorry-loads ... : .. per 1,000 34 1 0 : 
ES ga Re haa 912 6 ce tes! gee ae a 36 10 0 ol 
Dapple Light ie _ 10 7 6 5 in. dO: sé Ses - aes es See . 43 15 0 : 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ Aa 28 15 6 6 in. Os 522 aes es we eee igs ; 49 19 0 — 
,, Bullnose (London Stations) ... in! ae 29 9 6 Tin. BGs aire ck ee) ae . 61 8 0 
pant Aang ce aa fe one A : ae vis = Fv ° : pio do. S 71:19 0 TIMBEF 
idhurst Lime Bricks (London sites S66 ae i ”% 3° x }’ Filler Til i 42 15 0 
—. when Come sites) aie " . 917 0 13° x4" x xf 1 rng es in mu tiples of 10 tiles per 1 ,000 multiples ort Softwood 
ecial Purpose Sandlime Bricks ndon ‘sites) . a 718 6 Joiner 
ain Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London . STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. , Caras 
Stations) - ~ 27 16 3 The following are the percentages to be added to the Revised Standar in. Ty 
3in. do. | (London Stations) .. ae ioe 33 8 O List (Nov., 1956) prices delivered London Area. Hardwoo 
3 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) és mS 36 0 0 Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. Mahog 
2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces do. 
(London sites) o 15 8 6 Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2 tons Oak 
2} in. mea -made Multi Red Facings (London dias Best Quality ... —Tk% +83% +15% 5% “ 
sites » BSS Best do.... +10% —7$9 +10% +83° +10% 41 0. 
2} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (Condon Tested Quality MO eS) Hea $42 +374 4415) Teak 
sites) .. ~ 15'43' 6 BSS Tested do. +474%—-74%  +474%483% + 474%+ 13h Walnu 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued 


£. 
3in. Land Drain — ade 12 in. ae . per 1,000 11 5 6 
4 in. GO. «ies a aaa pee 1416 6 
6 in. OO. <2 eee a eer a ees $i 30 14 0 
9 in. GO: <3 aus ta ee Poe aa Ni 58 9 O 
DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 
delivered London area . per yd. sup. Ke 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per ‘yd. sup. do. do. eS 5 6 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 94 Ib. per yd. sup. do. 12 6 
j8in. x 9 in. British damp course slates a 1,000 pe 12 8 
14in. ¥ 9 in. do. do. iui ‘ a 0 0 
Qin. X 9 in. do. do. see see e 3 z 6 
18 in. X 4} in. do. do. aa aaa ‘ee 19 2 6 
j4in. X 44 in. do. do. aa aad ws 15 4 9 
Jin. x 4} in. do. do. ~~ am ia 10 5 3 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park “a aes ae . per ft. cube 8 1h 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground ~ a 9 1h 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area 8 11 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ‘ ae 8 5 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region ele nF $.=3 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Qui ility. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 
stooled cills i ; +o ft. cube 3 17 9 
12in. x 6 in. do. do. es 215 6 
12in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ee 2. = @ 
12 in. x 3 in. ae and _ throated coping zh 3 
14in. x 6 in. 2 211 9 
4$in. x 9in. Plinth, Ee pa top and ‘face P i 2-6 3 
3in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... per ft. sup. 8 3 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft.cube 1 8 3 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork oe ae wee a See ve | a x ae 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 10 0 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front per ft. cube 2 12 9 
12in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘rubbed. top and front 6 3 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 9 4 
2in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup. 3 5 3 
TILES AND PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French penen Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district r 29 19 O 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district me ee re 55 18 O 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district a - SS S$ 6 
Hand-made 10$ x 6} tiles Berkshire district ea ree 15 9 O 
Machine-made 103 x 64 Staffordshire district  ... a 14 $1 9 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. eu oe i 3 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... cad ve } & QO 
Concrete tiles 105 x 64 ae rer a pe s- $6 
do. Interlocking (49S) ee “ea 19 9 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
24 x 12 Pa Is? 2. 4 
a % 92 111 8 O 
mex Fl as sea ark tea a a6 “a 100 14 1 
20 x 12 wae tas an cae aaa aac aa 94 9 10 
20 x 10 aaa wis aaa aus rer da “ss 90 8 6 
18 x 10 cee saa oe uae ar aes due 62 17 0 
18x 9 a dea Bea axe rr ead ace 55 1 6 
16 x 10 we as aa Sas ce ‘és sus 49 10 0 
16x 8 aa Jos 3 
NOTE. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex — per standard £115 to £140 
Carcassing quality . do. re £97 to £102 
1 in. Tongued pi Grooved Flooring do. ie £110 0 O 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany— African S.E. do. per ft. cube 110 0 
Honduras do. do. Bs 3 5 0 
oa” European do. do. ze z 5° 0 
do. Japanese do. do. es 210 0 
do. English Logs sawn do. x Li? 6 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. ‘a 3°17 6 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. ae I = @ 
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DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. £s. d. 
14 in. 4 Horizonta! Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... ais aes each 112 0 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ze 113 0 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. “a 114 0 
2 ft.9 in. x 6ft.6in. ... _ oa <a ” 116 6 
2in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x Gin deal 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft.6in. ... ae se ay > 2 GAG 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ai a aia a 2H 6 
2 in. 2 Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. wa «ea aa aa y a 
2 ft. 9 in. xX 6 ft. 6 in. “a 23 6 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 } a to 1 ton) per yd. $3 
1} in. do. (67 yds. to I ton) = 7 4 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ui 8 113 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) a 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) = Il 5% 
Quantities under | ton add Id. per $ in. of ‘thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 
* in. Hardboard do. aa a 2°56 
js in. do. do ‘ ae s a 0G 
#, in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets ... per yd. sup. 3 8 
4 in. do. ms ; ‘ 7 4 10 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply ... i. 
do. 2-ply . a ‘a 2 ime 
Best a Glue in slabs . per$cwt. 5 0 O 
pearl ee i S$ 3,26 
Croid “Glue coe 20 1h 2 6 @ 
Cut Nails 3 in. ‘(- ton lots)... aoa . per ton 70 10 O 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . cad a 67 0 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) . per cwt. 3 610 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) = 3 6-3 
METALS 
Steet Joists, ETC. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. < Sin., 8in. x Sin.,8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in., 
12 in. X 6 in. plain cut to “Tengtis ddieued 
London area 4 ag = ane . perton 48 2 6 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. xX I$ in. 4m. x Bm ss. a 310 O 
3in. xX 3in = ae a 210 0 
4 in. 3 in a a 2 > °@ 
10 in. 4h in dau ao es 110 0 
5 in. 24 in Sin. x 3 in. a 2 35 
4} in 1} in ae oi ‘ wat aia eo 3 «4x6 
5 in 4} in 7 in 34 in. 13 in. X Sin. - 15 0 
6in. X 3in 24 in (2) ee Se oa a 2.6 6 
6in. xX 4$in 7in. X 4 in. 8in. X 4in. \ 4. $6 
Qin. x 4in. 10 in. X Sin. <a ‘a 
12in. x Sin. 22 in. < 7 in. ; is was om | 
Sin. x< Fim. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. x fag, 
14 in. X 5}in 14 in. X 6in. 14in. X 8 in. 
15 in. 5 in. 15 in. X 6 in. 16 in. xX 6in. > ,, 10 0 
16in. xX 8 in. 18 in. <X 6in. 18 in. X 7in. 
18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x 64 in. 20 in. n:<7bin 
Steel angles average price Pe 5O 5 0 
Steel tees average price “ a ~S & 
Fabricated work delivered London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted cus a 65 12 6 
Compound girders 7115 O 
Stanchions ‘ ~ 77 2 6 
Compound stanchions ‘ ee 81 10 O 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins | pa 9415 0 

Average prices not for awkward work. 

Angle cleats and  in., } in. and } in. bolts average 
price London area Pee aaa ane .-» percwt. ee 
FERRO-CONCRETE BARS 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 

to BSS785 ex London Stock ai in. aisene and 

upwards perton 46 5 0 
tin. diam... Be dea eae aaa ae » extra 8 12 O 
fs in. do. * 612 0 

gin. do. ve 412 0 
sin. do. ae 2 ¢ 


MiL_p STEEL TuBFS 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 
Galvanised Tube— 


List prices and following discounts : 
Malleable 


Under 1 ton Overlton W.I. Fittings Fittings 
Class A + 14} + 94% Light + 36% = List 
Class B + 26 vA + 21 % Heavy + 434% — + 40% 
Class C + 443% + 393% 
Black— 
Class A — 83% —- 134% Light + 223% Malleable List 
Class B + 44% - 3% Heavy + 303% — 25% 
Class C + 194% 144% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Stop 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. 3/164 3/5 li- 
34 in. 4/24 3/9 1/- 
4 in. 5/53 4/3 1/6 
4} in. 5/114 4/9 1/9 
5 in. 6/8 5/1 2/1 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. Gurrers PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. PAINT 
Deliv i Delivere 
Sm Guters Norte Ext MOH. cs 
+ a a ee eee eee eee eee ner 4/6 1/2 All per d sabes Washa 
eo Oo el 5/7 4/6 1/ Se ne din. Zin. lin. Ii a Gloss Pz 
4} in. ... ite a _ op a? ea 4/9 1/9 “seer pong ome anager tin. Idin, in Snowcen 
Sin. ves nee yaaa 5521 Toilet bib cocks for iron” oe lass 
a a 2/4 Screwdown st ve 109/- 158/5 Ground 
Cl. Ram-water P d yn stop cocks for iron = 66/— 95/9 188/- 363/- Genuine 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths IPES 0. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/- 23 393/- 522/6 91716 Genuine 
24 AeA mie Branches Ng — boller screws w.  18/8 26/5 a6 “18/6 oo Genuine 
en pai eee eee roy on ba ES I - : 
Zh im ane ane oe ae ae BBE 492 or He geal ng a lla dala lta al a = ay 
ee a a as med aes | 0/34 5/11 8/10 iron... nan ans see, 19/6 23/6 3 Boiles L 
4m... ie leas alae ean 7. 10/7 Ijin. 1 8/6 | 52/10 70/6 165/~ 
sce ee oe se 280)3 8/5 12/7 Caps and screws ... Ny 33/- di son 2in. 3in. 3hin. 4in 
2 in LCC. Coarep Son. Prres Brass sleeves) sw eee ot, as Gee 118/10 155/3 Turpenti 
gin ee ee 9/5 7 "1h x 6b. 1/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 do. 
| a eee Lo 8/10 Lead P. trap with re 1 em sh Om ae Solignur 
a eases eh eesti - 3/94 /10 11/- screws 1 emg 72 9 Creosote 
css: aa wat: agree 13/- Lead S. trap d eee 2 O/-  -144/- 246) Paste Po 
ie — 2 oe eae 
ove prices for gutte ' ~ lumbers’ bi 
only. Lots over 5 oa ters rainwater and soil pipes for — $ cwt. lots Tinmen's ne ~ - 1 cwt. lots rr 14 Ib. lots per Ib. 3 6 VARNI 
age u W pi » = im 
ge allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 2} sae ean. sia = 2 oe » » S0i- ” ; 4 ; Deliveres 
L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN Pipes Co Oak Var 
n 9-fts. Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 — ee oe fard Di 
4in. owt. qt. Ib. per yd. a n the basic price of 30d. ard Dr 
in. ee ee ees iy a 33/6 rad —— nd manufacturing extras as follows. fe -rlltg ccna tae ~ Cue 
as ~— sae alee 2 0 1 = 49/2 61/3 98/- a : Eggshell 
SBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES F : d inest 
All less 17 : AND FITTINGS in. X 19 ga . 1 
er ee: eee a4 ; {i x19" _ se = Total per Ib. att approx per ft. ‘s ion G 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths... peryd. 4/3 2pin’ = 3.in, in. Lex » oo | - = aid moe 163 Black Ja 
Shoes... : ... each 2/9 Y $ 5/6 7/34 hin xis. - = » » 4it i %6 Brunswic 
Single Branches ys 4/4 a 3/7 4/10 gin. x 18, v. 104 . ‘a «* # 31 Berlin B 
Swan Necks 4 or obtuse Ki 3/- 3/4 PA a ae 17 soo alle - " 424 ” ” a Terebene 
ecKS 4 / 1 ce) ” ” Knotti 
, 4 in. Proj. . 3 4 4/4 4/10 eo < Copper sheets up to 48 i in. wide, basic —_ Preach & 
eae O. ns en on 5/5 7/3 gextras ... perton 313 15 0 
INGS 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths ... per yd “— 43 in. 5 in. 6 in. Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SwG) Facing GLASS 
Drop ends - — 3/3 4/54 5/4 6/44 do. 12 gauge (23 SWG cwt. lots upwards percwt. 8 9 0 Delivere 
Stopends ... a. - 3/9 4/5 5/2 do. 14 gauge (21 swo as ” 8 6 6 18 o2.Sh 
mar a oa : 3/4 3/10 a 1/4 2 ” 8 5 3 2402. , 
Senet z , 3/3 3/9 4/5 oe Brass TuBEs 2602. , 
on Clips Nts 1/7 1/11 3 5/2 Brass tubes basic ten, plus gauge and 3202. , 
AspesTos HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND Fr : = oe a Ib. cig 
TT ; 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths... per yd. ao Hr 43 in. men = as per 223 } in. an 
stg ends ... ... each 2/ 30° ie 34 5/8 LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
~~. RAS so) ee oo Sat i 4 is 4/10 Basis selling price in minimum one-ton deli 
— 2/8 3/- 3/4 3/7 4j10 or Home Counties. on delivery to one address in London — 
. aad ooo 2/4 2/9 Bs 
Union Clips 1/2 3/ 3/4 4/10 L 
see es 1) ead Sheet, English, £ sd. 
F - "Tee ton oe Lead Water age _" ne and upwards = perton 155 0 0 
: Pa London Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. me) oe pr : : 
ron—Staffordshire C s. d. ba . a 
— sear Bars gare ne eigen one see ° Tb sete sr an Compo pipe see a 188 13 ; 
ee ae sis fo 
ild Steel Hoops eee ove ove ee oe oo 44 5 ; 5 cwt. and under 1 + ase, tae 
RE A eS 3 cwt. do. pong i : wee ee. per cwt. i 
Stock per ton a do. 3 cwt. ide ° eee aa nm 4 0 
sees Ct SS 
24 gauge ie aie See a acs sos SB? ekereusconie -_ lead pine ve tens than basis 
6 ee aor oa ae sep “60 12 g to sizes less than basis charged 
gauge sep se 63 6 extra according to current trade schedule. 
pn saiinieseii sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— a 3 12 6 Allowance for Old Lead, collected £110 10s. Od 
24 gauge 7 - we ee ce SS ton weighed at buyer’s works. foetal 
Soma . ° eee eee eee eee eee eee 70 7 0 Town. 
G alvanis i ie acai CR nr a ove a se de 0 PLASTER, etc. Aberavon 
gauge wee at ta erdare 
cae es gy ae a Se Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Si Abergaven 
ee oP ee ee ee 
ia 2% is ove 0 . do. is Addles 
do. Fine ren a a oe, eston 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS Bive Liss Lime in 6-ton loads a - » FRe Aidebure 
(Base prices) Hydrated Lime (Grey) do. is _ se » 614 6 Aldershot 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) s. d. do. (White) do. ee - Se ” 517 6 Allreton U 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wid ) «» ~=per Ib. 2 103 Lump Lime (Grey) do. eee a0 ao se 6 5 6 Alnwick | 
a strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. aesmey eee ” $ 8 do. (White) do. ae cae ote * 3 ; 0 a 
ee a le. 
prose e i BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 93 Lig een ae Pass Glames | in I-ton loads... i - 2 ; Ambleside 
= ‘ed for flashing 99.7% purity 22 SWG (12 in. ” 2 7 —* Chips in 6-ton a liatcieasdane 4 4 « : Anmanto 
ide ae : air = ee ” Andover 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 » 3 0 Gypsum PI .. percwt 417 0 Anglesey, 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 BS Utility “Circular "yds. and me isone Aad Boned ii in. thick 600 Arig 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 5 Uillity Sieeeias per sheet 1 12 0 1,200 yds... Ty elivered site ... per yd. 2 4 Arundel z 
Competed. ten (BS. i470 NSS : rin | Insulating do.” '# in. thick 600 yds. and over wie Ashbourne 
ee % in one Ashby 
E es ft. x 313 in. x 20S : =e Mansard 11 2 1,200 vis. a) ne : ” ; tik asthe 
xtruded section BS 1476 El : oe Gypsum PI t ” Ashby Wc 
Extruded section BS 1476 FIC simple moulding . per ib. 2 8} Ott. # in. "fics Soo asd over 4 ft. wide, 6 to Ashford (K 
Extruded section BS 1476 HE1WP simple angle coe ne 2 Delivered site iors r in one nee por a 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. round 3 iit gg on rf a 3 Ahead 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1 in. O/D x 20 SWG “a ca | Insulating do.” } in. thick 600 yds. and ov a Ashton-un 
ubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 1 in. O/D x SWG “ ” 5 : in one delivery. ssamaaasin site ... er 33 Apettia ar 
2 $ 1,200 yds. . ” therstone 
~ see ‘a ses a 3 & Attleborou 
Axminster 
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Per ft. 
PAINT AND DISTEMPER | er super 
livered London area ia S. d 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard preenen 
De 1 ( 
Ceiling Distemper --- es eee see ee. Per cw. ee: White ; an 10} 
Washable Distemper . tee tee tee ” ( do. Standard Tints’ : <a ae <a “aa 1 8 
' Gloss Paint see +++ per gal. 212 0 do. Special Tints 3 4 
2 in. Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cut. drums) ae percwt. 3 11 O 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe. Reeded, Reedlyte and 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS Luminating 1 3} 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. keg gs percwt. 9 14 0 4 in. Wired Cast is “ie a . ae 3-3 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. lotsin 1 i gal. tins per gal. 3 2 6 i in. Georgian Wired Ca. a Li oe i 1 5} 
917/6 Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg per cwt. 7 32 0 
1389/6 Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg caer es 3 0 0 —_ Glass mocks - ¥ .7 
P x §3 y] 
XD quality, 28 Ib. tas .. = per tin 9 0 . 24 X 94 X 3g In. oe oe see tee 
) > al Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra aa .-. per gal. 17 3 P.B. 3. Ls 14x ¢ in. eee se see te 45 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do: ..< ee aa i 17 9 P.B.32. 74x 74 x 34 in. “ eee eee 45 
165)~ SUNDRIES Radiused Corner Blocks to match sa rel 
4in. bstitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... 7 6 6} P.B.2 roe poe aa > 
entine subs itute g ” 8 
)155)3 Turpeans "do. (40 gal.) do. do. ia, 5 104 P.B. suc Tes ae sa aes Sane 7 0 
91/5 Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... ae = 8 4 P.B.32. ae Bis aa a5 7 0 
7 Ib, Creosote (40 gal. barrels) : * oo eee ” 2 0 4 in. Polished Plate Gla ASS, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
5 Paste Powder (1 Ib. ee ot ote + per Ib. 2 0 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. was nee daa 3 10 
1 White Lining Paper... a ane eee «es. per piece 1 1 res a sft. sup. ws C . 4 9 
. d ses e 45ft. sup. wea a waa $7 
ee 100ft. sup. on PPro 6 0 
3 6 VARNISHES, etc. oe ai “ 
41 ion area 4 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
43 Delivered henge rd or Inside = i _.. per gal. 118 0 sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
Oak Varnish, Ou per g 
Oak Pale Copal do. a a ite ‘ss is 118 0 - vg exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one _* or 135 in. “i 
ak for Inside saa nee aa a > i 6 oth ways . os 
| Hard Drying Oak for inst 240 Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto << =a wee 2 1 
} gauge Crystal Paper Varnish do. oe was aaa ee 
cwt Feoshell Flat Varnish do. ... saa oe ie 260 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto ai ees 17 2 
j 88 ‘ bs 7 § 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Finest Carriage Varnish ape ee aa eas i 2 P 
4 Front Door Varnish ... De ae _ i i > 10 Substances other than 4 in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
i2 Japan Gold Size we eee eas Ses ee ” 114 0 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
16} Black og ‘ oo te eee tee eee ” es : The ae prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
26 Brunswic ac pon Pe ‘ae ani ose Pe pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
314 Berlin Black... Sey a a a Ae me 1 7 6 Minimum Per ft« 
37 Terebene eee ee eee 9 113 0 Pre . ey ¢ up. 
60 Knotting (1 gal. "bottles free)... 770 Description of Glass quantity s. d. 
ie 0) a _ 18 oz. sheet O.Q. . a P i .. 3,000 
French and Brush Polish (do.) ae ad she Re 20 0 74 . ee aa P A 
Ss « ss aa aoe ree ie -.- 2,000 6 
i 15 6 o > = ae pre ye — .-- 2,000 8 
GLASS cas 34 a ... 2,000 11 
per ft. super ¥ rg “Rolied Plate 4a ... 1,000 8% 
9 0 Delivered London area s. d. 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
6 6 18 oz.Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality.Cut Sizes 63 Patterns, White ep 1,000 8 
33 2402. ,, » ” ” ” » 83 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
2602. ., * » ” ” ” mn and Spotlyte.. 1,000 11f 
32 02 ” ” ” ” i a | +; in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast .-- 2,000 1 0 
} in. “Rolled Plate wee cae see 10; | 4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... ... 2,000 Ek 2 
2h # in. and 3 in. Rough Cast . ax ees wee 2 | 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ae ee ..- 2,000 1 2} 
4 
London 
s. d. 
0 0 
5 0 
15 0 i 
I 0 < 
15 0 The Builder 
20 
40 
6 0 
AS FROM FEBRUARY 4, 1957. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
—_ seine aveeyeerotnsnsiee r Grade Classification. Al Seem hae Al 
Abergavenny. ey: Craftsmen 4/4 ae ote ws oe 
2 Abingdon ..... Al Labourers 3/94 Brierfield ay 
11 9 —— . - = Brighouse MB .... eR 
ne . os 
o : Afan Valley | we Town. Grade. Town. Town. Grade. Brighton & Hove . —_ 
14 6 Aldeburgh ........ Al BSMBDEEY cnc cancccsacsecsccace Al Le TE RT 8 ee A Broadstairs .......... Al 
17 6 At District .. ie DATOGGE as cccesecaasvacanccsans Al Bedlingtonshire UD .........A Blackwell RD. Be Bromsgrove UD ianalll 
ton UD ... ies EOMEODE cc accoscseatechcacunaten A Blandford ........ mt Broughton, Flint oA 
; . —.” : it each we Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD Se Buckfastleigh ....... 2 
te - ME > Ss xs chacnnccsencancan ONINEE: CIED scccnacabaadauaietnna A Blidworth ....... ’ Buckingham ..... 
14 6 mble ....... we Bakewell UD Al RS santa aes asduwedecncotncd A Blyth ithe Se Buckley ....... 
9 Ambleside Al Banbury _........ Al Berkhamsted . wena BOGRIME ..cccccesee i | Se 
656 Amersham teeee Al pS ere aaeAl Berrington _.......... Al Bognor Regis Burnham-on-Crouch 
6 i onde Barnard Castle UD ay Berwick Borough A Boldon UD .. Burnham-on-Sea 
10 Andover daisnnsdis Al Barnoldswick UD ... me Beverley MB ......... A Bolsover UD Burnley .......... 
17 0 ey, Isle of ae Barnsley CB x aA Bewdley MB.... A —e 
—— eekinnes coelel Barnstaple Al Bexhill-on-Sea Al . RRUNUE caniadicasdasedusesad 
24 ogg a Al Barrow-in-Furness ..... oceeehh Bideford _........ ss-ue Bourne End ............ cose Bury St. Edmunds 
2 3 Ashte teeeeneee Al Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggieswade «dl Bournemouth District ...... A |" eae robs 
For sna a a - (part Thrussington) ...... Al Billericay ..... eS Brackley MB ...........sesse«s Al WR aisssseicsccsdastientencecs 
cee eae aie UE  ntncccuviakeneasessasooosscdth ee isa A Bracknell ...... Al 
3 0 pore -de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD A Bradford CB ....... exe 
2 It pred Weulds UD by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A Bilsthorpe ....... A Bradford-on-Avon .........Al CRSTREEWON . ....00.<0000000-:- Al 
rr pod (Kent) aeksecg sdusaane Basingstoke  ............. oanbih Bilston MB .... A PIO oo saiedcsiccesaccaics Al Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of tAl 
per ord (Middlesex) ikon MEET cwaccancous ee Birchington Al Brandon & Byshottles UD A ce Pee 
21 ne WP eisics Batley MB .. a on TE . Brecon—Borough of......... Al Camberley District .. Al 
2 6 iri ee es Baxterley..... avesesie oxodal Birmingham CB ..... tA Breconshire, County of ... Al Cambridge ........... ey 
ve m3 under-Lyne .. Beaconsfield District ee Bishop Auckland UD Ry Brent Knoll Al Cannock UD .. om * 
33 inna ke : Beart aastavaansactaroueas sees Bishop's Stortford... voor Brentwood : esas Canterbury 
eccles ... aval Bishops Castle MB.. onde So ee i Cardiff ..... 
3% Attleborough nus Bedale RD -ccccceccseccceceveee A Bispham A Bridlington MB . Cardigans 
UE Sb exch bcavirveasre “i MN EMAIN. ~ sca Cendisdvcaceuvecadncs A Blackburn A Bridlington RD GA bocnanccsvacwaccesrdaxéancse 
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The Builder Review of _ 





PLANT & MATERIALS 


Two New Products 


PoLYceLt, Polyfilla and Polylina, the 
three products of Polycell Products, 
Ltd. 84, Albert-street, London, NW1, have 
been added to by the introduction of Poly- 


Jand Polyclean. The former is a cellu- 
lose wall stripper, the latter a brush and 
paint cleaner. ‘Polyclean’” is a ubiguitous 
liquid, being also recommended for clean- 
ing paintwork, cleaning the car, the hands, 
gas cookers and so on. It is sold in small 
tins in a highly concentrated condition. It 
is completely neutral and non-poisonous. 
{t will also be sold in half-gallon cans. 


Hose to Tap Coupling 


An entirely new hose to tap coupling has 
just been released by Chase Protected Culti- 
vation, Ltd., Cloche House, Govett-avenue, 
Shepperton, Middlesex. The bayonet coup- 
ling provides an instant connection between 
hose and tap. Basically, the upper portion 
of the coupling is fixed permanently to the 





Hose-tap coupling 


tap and the lower portion is fixed to the 
hose: the two are coupled together in the 
same manner as a bayonet electric light 
bulb to its socket. Models are available to 
fit all sizes of threaded, threadless and oval 
taps up to standard { in. ~* Bayonet’ tail- 
pieces are in two sizes, suitable for 4 in. or 
tin. hose. Hose to hose couplings are also 
available using the same principle. 


Aluminium Nails 


Aluminium alloy nails made today are 
strong, competitive in price, and for many 
Purposes have advantages that make them 
an ideal and economical choice. On a 
Price-per-lb. basis, aluminium nails may 
seem at first glance too expensive for general 
work. One Ib. (in Northern Aluminium 
Co.’s Noral M57S alloy, for example) is 
usually about 44 times the price of a Ib. of 
similar nails in steel. Since there are some- 
thing like four times as many aluminium 
tails to the Ib., however, (and aluminium 
fails tend, in addition, to have fewer rejects 
for blunt points, etc.), the actual price per 
nail js very little more. What slight extra 
Cost there may be, is claimed to be off- 
Set by the aluminium nail’s advantages. 


its freedom from corrosion and consequent 
staining, and its lightness, a small point, but 
one appreciated by the man who has to nail 
down a large area of roofing felt with a 
hundred or so nails in his apron pocket. 
Although aluminium nails are made for 
many purposes, there are of course certain 
types of work where their use is especially 
advantageous. They could be expected to 
score heavily in all types of roofing, in fix- 
ing slates, tiles, roofing felt and shingles, for 
example, and their non-rusting qualities sug- 
gest that they would be ideal for fixing 
plaster-boards or wallboards in situations 
where there is a steam-laden atmosphere. 
Further particulars from Northern Alu- 
minium Co., Ltd., Banbury, Oxon. 


Asbestos Roof Paint 


The latest product of Allweather Paints, 
Ltd., 36, Great Queen-street, London, W1, 
is an asbestos roof paint which it is claimed 
can be applied to new or old asbestos roof 
surfaces without the need of pre-sealing or 
neutralising treatments. This paint, called 
‘Pitan’ like its colleagues in the range of 
chlorinated rubber paints manufactured by 
this firm, is available in white, broken 
white and cream, and is equally acid resis- 
tant. 


Miniature Stove 

The ‘Valley’ stove, by Allied Iron- 
founders, Ltd., 28, Brook-street, London, 
WI, is only 12} in. high, but has a heating 
capacity of 1,000 cu. ft. It has been 
designed for use in foremen’s huts, on build- 
ing sites and so on. 


TRADE NEWS 


New Factory at Slough 

A RAPIDLY increasing demand for the 
a *Radisil’ radiant heater introduced a 
year ago has led the manufacturers, Hanovia 
(Lamps Division of Engelhard Industries 
Ltd.) to erect a new factory at their premises 
in Bath-road, Slough, Bucks. The new fac- 
tory, which was officially opened by the 
Mayor of Slough (Alderman R. Taylor, JP, 
BA, FRHS), has a floor area of 10,006 sq. ft., 
and will enable the output of Radisils to be 
increased to over 6,500 units per week. Full- 


MOBILE ASPHALT 
PLANT.—This new fully- 
mobile plant for the pro- 
duction of all types of 
hot rolled asphalt dense 
tar carpets and coated 
macadams, has an oil- 
fired rotary dryer. Made 
by Millars’ Machinery 
Co., Ltd., Thorley Works, 
Bishop’s Stortford, Herts 
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scale production can now start on the in- 
dustrial versions of the heater, and a larger 
version of the domestic model (48 in. long 
with a choice of two elements rated at 
1,500W and 2,000W) has also been intro- 
duced. 


Changes of Address 


Turriff Construction Corporation, Ltd., and 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., are moving 
their Southern area offices and works to 11, 
South Wharf-road, Paddington, London, 
W2, on February 18. (Tel.: Paddington 1601 
to 1606.) After that date, all communica- 
tions for both companies should be ad- 
dressed to the new premises. The present 
offices and works at Beddington-lane, Croy- 
don, will be closed on the same date. 


The Metropolitan Construction Co., Ltd., 
has moved to Greenwich House, 11-13, New- 
gate-street, London, ECl. The telephone 
number remains City 1488. 


Brinsworth Mill Progress 

With the steelwork, brickwork, cladding 
and glazing of three out of four bays almost 
completed, the new Brinsworth continuous 
medium strip mill of Steel, Peech and Tozer, 
Rotherham, begins to assume its final 
appearance. The three bays nearing com- 
pletion are the motor house, main mill bay 
and slab storage bay. Contractors are as 
follows: United Steel Structural Co., Ltd., 
(structural steelwork); Geo. Longden and 
Son, Ltd. (foundations); Sir Alfred Mc- 
Alpine and Son, Ltd. (scale pit); Henry Boot 
and Sons, Ltd. (service trench and pickling 
plant); J. A. Jeavons and Co., and Bright- 
side Engineering Co., Ltd. (pipework). 


Multi-storey Flats 





* Structural Concrete—Multi-storey Flats’ 
is the title of a well produced booklet of 
some 16 pages, and published by the Cement 
& Concrete Association on behalf of the 
Joint Committee on Structural Concrete. 
The booklet contains an interesting collec- 
tion of excellent photographs featuring 
buildings from many parts of the world, 
from Pimlico to Marseilles, from Putney to 
Milan. From the CCA, 52, Grosvenor- 
gardens, London, SWI. 


Stevenage Roofing 


The roofing of Type CSB 3 houses in 
Stevenage New Town (The Builder, January 
11) was zine, carried out by Holloway Metal 
Roofs, Ltd., 44/46, Queensland-road, Hollo- 
way, N7. The work carried out by W. H. 
Colt, Ltd., on these houses was vertical tiling 
of cedar shingles. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF F 
Guaranteed Weekly Minimum 


ATIFICATION of the proposal to 
amend NWR 2A(2)(b) to increase the 
guaranteed working week from 32 hours to 
36 hours having been declared by the ad- 
herent bodies to the National Joint Council, 
it has been decided to operate this decision 
with effect on and from Monday, April 1 
next. 


‘Chance for a Lifetime’ 


‘Chance for a Lifetime’ is a recruitment 
film made for and by John Laing and Son, 
Ltd., which sets out to show that a career 
in the building and civil engineering indus- 
tries is more interesting and rewarding 
than is sometimes recognised outside the 
industry. The aim is to provide potential 
recruits and vocational advisers with a pre- 
view of the work the industry offers.. The 
film gives instances, through examples 
filmed on the sites of some of the Laing 
contracts, of the diversified and multi- 
farious jobs connected with civil engineer- 
ing, in a manner which should appeal to 
intending recruits. In colour and with a 
commentary, the film is a 16-mm, runs for 
28 minutes and is available on loan from 
the Public Relations Dept., John Laing & 
Son, Ltd., 4, Regent-street, SW1. 


Trade Effluent Sub-committee 


Sir Frederick Armer, chairman of the 
Board of Control, and formerly deputy 
secretary, Ministry of Health, has been 
appointed chairman of the sub-committee 
set up by the Central Advisory Water Com- 
mittee to inquire into the law dealing with 
trade effluents. Any person or body wishing 
to give evidence to the sub-committee 
should send a memorandum to Mr. H. R. 
Pollitzer, Secretary, Trade Effluent Sub- 
Committee, at the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, Whitehall, SWI. 


Aluminium Research Scholarship 


The Institution of Structural Engineers 
accepted, in 1954, an offer by the Aluminium 
Development Association of a Research 
Scholarship to enable the holder to under- 
take research on some aspect of the appli- 
cation of aluminium alloys to structures. 
Conditions of this scholarship have recently 
been revised and it is now open for award 
every third year for a two-year period, the 
value being £600 per year. It is the intention 
of the institution to make the next award of 
this scholarship in 1957 with a view to the 
successful applicant commencing his investi- 
gations at the beginning of the University 
session in October next. Entries for this year 
close on March 31. The scholarship is ad- 
ministered by the institution and further 
particulars, together with forms of entry, 
should be obtained from the Secretary, 11, 
Upper Belgrave-street, SW1. 


Change of Name 


The name of the Federation of Clinker 
Block Manufacturers has been changed to 
the Federation of Building Block Manu- 
facturers. This change is to enable the in- 
terests of makers of every kind of building 
block (except bricks) to be served. Office 
details remain the same, i.e., Technical 
Officer/Secretary, 11, Ravensbury-avenue, 
Morden, Surrey (tel.: Mitcham 1463), 


New Homes for Old’ 


Four 70-year-old Leicester terrace houses, 
which had no bathrooms, hot water systems 
or internal wes, were opened to the public 
yesterday (January 31 until February 16, 
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily), to demonstrate how 
structurally sound older houses can be im- 
proved and given a new lease of life with 
the aid of substantial grants. The demon- 
stration has been arranged by Leicester 
Corporation in collaboration with the Min- 
istry of Housing and Local Government. 
The houses are Nos, 120, 122, 124 and 
126, Clarendon-street (off Jarrom-street). 


Yorkshire Builders’ President 

The annual general meeting of Yorkshire 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
elected the following officers: President, Mr. 
B. Ward (Doncaster); senior vice-president, 
Mr. W. H. Shouksmith (York); junior vice- 
president, Cllr. N. Wimpenny (Hudders- 
field); hon. treasurer, Mr. Reeves Charles- 
worth (Sheffield); immediate past-president, 
Mr. W. Horsfall (Liversedge). 


Petrol and Tendering Difficulties 
Sheffield Regional Hospital Board was 
told on January 14 that there was a reluct- 
ance on the part of prospective contractors 
to tender for work involving the transporta- 
tion of men and materials more than short 
distances. It was said that this had resulted 
from petrol rationing. Some contractors 
were also reconsidering their starting dates. 


Sold Again ! 

Thieves who raided the Manchester office 
of J. G. Hollis, insurance adjusters, on New 
Year’s Day wasted their time trying to crack 
open a Nightstor heater, apparently mis- 
taking it for a safe in the dark. They turned 
over the heavy heater, loaded with heat 
storage bricks, and tried to jemmy off the 
back. The manager of the office said he 
thought the word ‘ Nightstor ’ printed on the 
front of the heater deceived the men and 
they thought it was a night storage place 
for cash! The firm assessed its own loss. 


Courses for Painters 

A series of ten lectures on subjects of 
especial interest to painters and decorators 
will be held at the LCC Brixton School of 
Building, Ferndale-road, SW4, each Monday 
evening at 7 p.m., commencing on February 
4, next, and closing on April 8. Each 
lecture will be given by a specialist lecturer 
on the subject and will be followed by open 
discussion, Subjects to be dealt with will be 
management for painters and decorators, 
production and planning, spray painting, 
new materials and methods, economies of 
painting, colour, industrial painting, and the 
series will close with an open forum. The 
course fee is £1. 


Education Programme, Warwick 

Warwickshire education bill for 1957-58 
is expected to rocket by £1,100,000 to 
£7,327,002. This would be the highest in 
the county’s history. The estimates include 
£1,962,000 for 59 new schools and other 
buildings. More than £2,500,000 will have 
to be found from county funds. Pointing 
out that 22 new schools and major exten- 
sions wil] come into use during 1957-58, the 
committee’s report adds: ‘ During the year 
it is expected that the school population will 
increase to about 83,250.’ 


‘ 
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THE ROLE OF MANAGEMENT? 
LMBA Course at Sundridge Park 


THE FIRST of the LMBA’s Managemen, 
Conferences is taking place this week-end 
at Sundridge Park Management Centr 
Bromley. Its purpose is to provide bn 
opportunity for top-level members of the 
building industry to discuss :— 

(a) The rdle of management within the 
industry. 

(b) Some of the tools available to assig 
management to carry out their responsi. 
bilities more effectively. 

(c) The facilities required for Manage- 
ment training and the extent to which 
they are at present available. 

The new President of the LMBA, Mr, W. 
Kirby Laing, welcomed those attending at 
the opening session yesterday (Thursday) 
and the conference continues today and 
tomorrow. 

Among those giving papers at the cop- 
ference or presiding at its various sessions 
are Mr. J. V. Connolly, Mr. D. E. Wood- 
bine Parish, Mr. P. B. R. Gibson, Mr, P. 
Fisher (Production Department, TUC), Mr, 
S. D. McDonald, Mr. K. J. Pearce, and Mr, 
N. S. Farrow. Senior directors of 22 well- 
known London firms are attending. 


LMBA GOLF 
Fixtures for 1957 


THE SECRETARY of the LMBA Golfing 
Society (Mr. P. H. Bates, FIOB, of the Old 
Brickworks, Harold Wood, Essex), issues 
the following list of fixtures for 1957: 

Tuesday, April 30: Spring Meeting, Denham 
Golf Club; Tuesday, June 11: RIBA Golfing 
Society, West Hill; Friday, July 12: Metropoli- 
tan Borough Engineers’ Golfing Society, 
Hendon; Tuesday, July 23: Ministry of Works’ 
Golfing Society, St. George’s Hill; Tuesday, 
September 17: RICS Golfing Society, Went- 
worth; Tuesday, October 1: Autumn Meeting 
and Annual General Meeting, Woodcote Park; 
— November 1: Annual Dinner, Savoy 

otel. 


GLAZED CEMENT 
Manufacturers’ Annual Report 


IN THE second annual report of the 
activities of the Glazed Cement Manu- 
facturers Association for 1956 the following 
points were made. 

The Factories Act, 1937: The provisions 
of this Act relating to the cleaning of smooth 
impervious surfaces are considered by 
members to apply to their products, and 
this view was reinforced by discussions 01 
the subject held with the Deputy Chiei 
Inspector of factories. 

Glazed Cement in Bills of Quantities: 
Members found that Bills of Quantities quite 
often included the glazed cement provisions 
in the paint section instead of in the 
plasterers’ section. It was known that this 
led to confusion in some cases, with painters 
unskilled in its application attempting the 
work, with the result that specialist con 
tractors eventually had to remove the ut 
successful work before applying the prope! 
finish. This matter has been taken up with 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
and negotiations are at present proceeding. 

Increase of Business: All the membets 
reported increases in their business and wert 
confident that glazed cement finishes wer 
now being recognised much more widely 
in the building industry. 
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CLEANER RIVERS 
Need for a National Policy 


‘Bven the most polluted streams respond 
in the most surprising way to treatment and 
vn at the end of the day be things of 
yauty in a relatively short time, if the 
operation of all concerned can_ be 
wured” Mr. Martin Lovett, BSc, the 
Joe Inspector of the Yorkshire Ouse 
ver Board, told the Institution of Civil 
Engineers on January 29. He was address- 
ng civil engineers on “The Campaign for 
Caner Rivers’ and, stating that a real 
ational water policy might well be a vital 
gctor in the compaign for cleaner rivers, 
yggested that there should be a Minister 
fr Water Resources. He also hoped the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer would as 
geedily as possible lift the embargo on 
apital expenditure on sewage works, reduce 
ates of interest and find other means of 
ving assistance to local authorities. 
At the same time he warned that the 
wuntryside could not be preserved in its 
atirety if the development of agriculture 
ind industry were to be continued, and 
vers, if they were to serve the fullest 
wnefit of the community, could not remain 
vers in their natural state. 


OIL SHORTAGE 
(hrchil Gardens Tender Increase 


IN RECOMMENDING for acceptance the 
west tender for the completion of Section 
ill of the Churchill-gardens housing scheme, 
wbmitted by M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), 
Lu, contractors for the first part of the sec- 
tin, the Housing Committee reported to the 
Westminster City Council on January 31 
that the firm’s tender was subject to special 
qualifications designed to protect them 
auinst extra costs not covered by the fluctua 
tions clause, particularly with regard to trans- 
port, petrol and oil. After discussion, the 
im had agreed, in consideration of an addi- 
lion of £4,000 to their tender price of 
738,640, to withdraw the special qualifica- 
tions and to accept complete financial re- 
ponsibility for increases in costs and ex- 
penses arising out of any increases in prices, 
lay in delivery or the rationing of oil and 
xtrol, excepting only such increases as 
may be covered by the normal fluctuations 
clause, 


OVERSPILL PROBLEM 
Dawley Seeks Advice 


Sik HERBERT MANZONI, Birmingham’s 
‘ily Engineer and Surveyor, has been asked 
give Dawley (Shropshire) technical advice 
nthe building of 3,000 houses for the city’s 
verspill, but it is understood that the city 
"Not, as yet, decided on any firm policy of 
sing technical assistance to smaller authori- 
‘ss who have not the planning staff to take 
idditional large-scale development. 

Technical advice is being given to Ather- 
‘one, but, in this case, Birmingham is to 
a the houses on an agency basis. Dawley 
ouncil will build the houses itself. 

Oespite fears that increased interest 
‘harges on capital would discourage local 
authorities from building houses for over- 
vil final agreements have now been signed 
“ween Birmingham and ten Staffordshire 
iuthorities and Daventry in Northampton. 





AS BUILDING 





Melbourne Parking Problem 


Last year the average number of cars 
parked daily within the limits of the City of 
Melbourne during normal business hours 
was 55,000, 20 per cent. higher than it was 
three years ago. The City Development 
Association estimates that within four years 
70,000 motor vehicles will be looking for 
parking space within the city every day. 
The Association now recommends the 
building of multi-storey parking stations, 
each to hold 600 cars, at nine strategic 
points in the city. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 

*India.—(a) TEN/23915. Construction of 
major bridges across rivers Gorakal, Khan, 
Dhamni, Kali and Nakdi between stations Usra 
(mile 326) and Anas (near mile, 350) in connec- 
tion with Godhra-Ratlam Doubling. (b) 
NEN/23916. Construction of minor bridges 
between stations Usra (mile 326) and Anas 
(near mile. 350). (c) TEN/23917. Construc- 
tion of bridges between stations Anas (near mile, 
350) and Bajrangarh (mile 367). Bids must be 
submitted before February 14, 1957, to 
Engineer-in-Chief (S & C), Western Railway, 
Mohatta Market Building, Palton-rd., Bombay. 
Ref. (a) ESB/2606/57;° (b) ESB/2607/57: and 
(c) ESB/2608/57. (Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 
738 or 771.) 

*India.—Tenders are invited from firms for 
the construction of millwright, machine shop 
and smithy shed in connection with providing 
wagon repair shop at Kotah. Supplying. 
fabricating and erecting at site all items of work 
such as structural steel work, north light glazing 
and rolling shutters. Bids must be submitted 
before February 14, 1957, to Engineer-in-Chief 
(S & C), Western Railway, Mohatta Market 
Building, Palton-rd., Bombay. Ref. ESB/2609/57. 
(Tel.: Chancery 4411, ext. 738 or 771.) 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WC1, 
where further information can be obtained. 
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The 


SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 


FIRE PRECAUTIONS IN 
NEW HOUSES 


Need for Greater Care in Building 





' SIMPLE, illustrated guide to the fire 
*“ precautions to be taken in the design 
and construction of new houses has been 
issued to local authorities by the Department 
of Health for Scotland. 

The new memorandum, ‘Structural Fire 
Precautions for Houses’ (HMSO 3s.) says 
that although the great majority of local 
authorities in Scotland have now made 
building by-laws on the lines of the 
Department’s model, ‘it has become 


«apparent in the course of inspecting building 


sites, that many of the requirements of the 
by-laws are not being met. This is par- 
ticularly true of the requirements relating 
to the fire resistance of the structure.’ 

This may have been due, says the Depart- 
ment, to the difficulty that technical men 
have in understanding the legal phraseology 
of the model by-laws. The correction of 
faults found during construction has often 
involved additional expense and details. It 
is hoped, the Department add, that the new 
memorandum, which is written in straight- 
forward terms and illustrated by clear 
drawings, will be of assistance, not only to 
local authority technical officers, but also 
to architects in private practice and to 
private builders. 

The {fire precautions dealt with in the 
memorandum are those contained in the 
model building by-laws published by the 
Secretary of State in 1954. The basic 
principles of these precautions are that the 
various parts of a building should have a 
specified fire resistance, and be put together 
in ways that minimise the risk of fire 
spreading. An exhibit, including a model, 
to illustrate the points made in the 
memorandum will be on display soon at 
the Scottish Building Centre, Sauchiehall- 
street, Glasgow. 


Bulk Handling of Cement 


Tue Klinger system of bulk handling of 
cement was demonstrated in Glasgow on 
January 21 to building industry concerns by 
Dalzell Electric Welding Co., Ltd. 

A load of 16 tons 8 cwts. of cement 
was loaded at the Rothesay Docks premises 
of the Clyde Portland Cement Company, 
Ltd., and cleared in ten minutes. After a 
journey of 35 minutes the load was delivered 
to the K and C Jaeger Concrete, Ltd., plant 
at Shieldhall, in a matter of 19 minutes. 

Loading by this system uses gravity; un- 
loading is by the use of a 10 hp compressor 
on the vehicle which sets up a pressure of 
35 lb. psi through a filter of ceramic type. 
This pressure sets up a ‘ flow’ which carries 
the powdered material through the flexible 
pipeline into ,the storage silo. In this 
demonstration the cement was carried 60 ft. 
horizontally and 50 ft. vertically, although 
these distances could be increased. 

The 16 tons 8 cwt. was carried in three 
silos mounted on a chassis of normal 
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design, the tanker unit costing in the region 
of £2,700 exclusive of the chassis. 

Bulk handling of powdered material has 
been developed extensively in Germany by 
Klinger KG of Wiesbaden, and Dalzell have 
acquired the British rights. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Annan.—-TC propose to erect 124 houses— 
30 four-apartment and 94 three-apartment—at 
Newington Annan, and invite contractors who 
are prepared to undertake all works (including 
the submission of type plans, specifications, 
etc.) to apply for a copy of the layout plan 
and general conditions of the Contract and 
Specification from Alex Knox, town clerk. 

Ayrshire.—Plans prepared for 66 houses at 
Cumnocks Craigens dev. sch. A: J. Austen 
Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Blairgowrie and Rattray.—Town Council in- 
vite tenders for: “ & Park housing scheme, 
2nd development: 14 single-apt., 6 three-apt. 
and 2 five-apt. houses. Schedules available for 
(1) excavator, brick and concrete, (2) carpenter 
and joiner, () glazier, (4) slating and rough- 
vast, (5) plumbing, (6) plaster work, (7) grates 
{supply only), (8) electrical work, (9) painting. 
Last date for requests Feb. 4. A: Lowe & 
Barrie, 9, Brown-st., Blairgowrie. 

Caithness-shire.—Plans for a new technical 
college, est. to cost £25,000, at Thurso approved 
by county education committee. A: W. Wilson 
{A), County-bldgs., Wick. 

Douglas.—Plans in hand for 78 houses for 
aew development of Glebe housing scheme. A: 
S. MacColl (F), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton. 

Dumfriesshire.—Plans prepared for new 
houses at Langholm. A: G. Bartholomew (A), 
County-bldgs., Dumfries. 

Dunbartonshire.—Plans approved for Minis- 
try of Works telephone buildings at Drunry-st., 
Drumchapel. 

Dundee.—Plans prepared by own architects 
for buildings at 31-35, Guthrie-st. for J. Mac- 
Connachie, Ltd. 

Edinburgh.—Plans approved for new church 
at Magdalene-dr. for the Church of Scotland, 
122, George-st. 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared for Protestant 
prim. sch. to be erected for the Drylaw and 
Clermiston districts. A: A. Steele (A), Muni- 
cipal-bldgs., Parliament-sq. 

Edinburgh.—Edinburgh Northern Hospitals 
Board. Board of Management invite tenders for 
maintenance from April 1, 1957, to March 31, 
1958, for all building trades. Contract docu- 
ments by letter only before Feb. 4, Board of 
Management, Edinburgh Northern Hospitals, 
Ferry-rd., Edinburgh. Schedules due Feb. 9. 

‘Glasgow.—Plans prepared by Ministry of 
Works, Edinburgh, for post office at 120-130, 
Cubie-st., Gallowgate. 

Glasgow. — Plans prepared and _ tender 
a for a section of new development of 
Castlemilk housing scheme at Unit 5, consist- 
ing of 228 houses. A: A. G. Jury (F), 20, 
Trongate, EC2. 

_Glasgow.—Plans approved for 37 four, five, 
six and seven-apt. detached houses and garages 
at Whittingham-dr., Kelvinside estate. A: 
N. S. McFadzean (F), 137, West Regent-st.. 
WC2. Contrs.: J. Lawrence & Co. (Glas.). 
Ltd., Blythswood, WC2. 

Glasgow.—Plans ene by own staff for 
buildings at Springburn as new departments, 
etc., for J. C. Bennett & Co. (Coachbuilders), 
Ltd., 240, Petershill-rd., NCI. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for extensions at 
Maryhill for J. & D. Hamilton & Co., Ltd., 
Duart-st., NCW. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for rebuilding at 
Macauslin-st., Townhead, for Messrs. Tyers 
(Scotland), Ltd., Gayfield-sq., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Corporation has appointed Bos- 
well, Mitchell & Johnstone (F), for new de- 
velopment of the Provanhill scheme at Unit 9, 
consisting of 680 houses. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new office and 
other buildings at 119-121, Swanston-st. for R. 
MacCartney & Co. (Painters), Ltd., Bridgeton. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new warehouse 
and offices at junction of Finnieston-st. and 
are for Guinness Co., Ltd., London, 


im 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for W. & A. Gil- 
bey & Co., Ltd., Haymarket, Edinburgh, for 
new warehouse at Firpark-st. A: Blyth & 
Blyth, MICE, 135, George-st., Edinburgh. 


Glasgow.—Jas. Grant & Co. (West). Ltd., 
10, Jamaica-st., plan to alter shops at 187-199, 
New City-rd., and to erect an extension at the 
rear of 8-10, Gayfield-sq. to form a showroom. 
Planning permission awaited. A: Baron Ber- 
cott, 118, Blythswood-st., C2. 

Glasgow.—Post office at Rutherglen-rd., 
Thistle-st., approved by Glasgow Planning 
Committee—Miunistry of Works. 

Glasgow.—Corporation projects: Gartham- 
lock N. Unit—24 three-apt. and 6 single-apt. 
flatted houses in one three-storey block; Easter- 
houses Unit 5—732 three-apt. and 184 four-apt., 
20 five-apt. and 42-one-apt. flatted houses in 
three- and four-storey blocks; Easterhouses 
Unit 3—4 single and 2 double shops and 8 
single-apt. d/houses in one two-storey block; 
Easterhouses Wellhouse Unit 1—4 single and 
2 double shops and 8 one-apt. flatted d/houses 
in one two-storey block; Easterhouses Well- 


house Unit 2—2 single and 2 double shops 
and 6 single flats; Castlemilkk Unit 4— 
Ardencraig-rd.—aged persons’ hostel; Castle- 


milk Unit 5—173 four-apt. and 469 three-apt. 
flatted d/houses in three and four-storey blocks, 
4 single flats in three-storey blocks, 16 over 
shops, 11 four-apt. and 3 five-apt. houses in 
two-storey cottage blocks, 84 aged persons’ 
flats in two-storey blocks and 2 in three-storey 
flats and six shops—a total of 762 houses and 
six shops. 

Glenrothes.—Plans prepared for new tele- 
phone exchange by Ministry of Works, George- 
st., Edinburgh.—Plans approved for farm 
manager’s house for Tullis Russell & Co., Ltd., 
paper manufacturers, Markinch, A: Wheeler & 
Sprosan, Sailor’s-walk, Kirkcaldy.—Plans pre- 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
OLLOWING are rates of Wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 4, 1957. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 4}d.; Labourers 3s, 104, 














pared for new creamery for Scottish Milk 
Marketing Board. Tinto, Glenrothes 
Development Corpn., Glenrothes.—Plans ap- 
proved for the rebuilding and enlargement of 
British Legion hall following damage by fire 
—Plans approved for old folks’ houses at § 
Regulus-gdns., Glenrothes. A: P. Tinto, Glen. 
rothes Development Corpn., Glenrothes, 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new develop- 
ment of Calderwood housing scheme, East 
Kilbride, consisting of 85 houses and % 
garages. A: F. Scott (L), Torrence-hse., East 
Kilbride. 

Lanarkshire.—Pians in hand of own eng:- 
neers for new office buildings at London-rd,, 
Mount Vernon, for British Road Services, Ltd, 
15, Hope-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Midlothian.—County Council propose altera- 
tions and additions to Stow Public School, 
Schedules and tenders from County Architect, 
32, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh, 12. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applicatioas; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained, 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 4. 
*Essex CC.—Erection of Harlow Tye Green 
South sec. sch., £300.000 est. County A. 
FEBRUARY 5. 
*Plymouth City C.—Additions to 
kitchen, Stoke Military Hospital. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
FEBRUARY 9. 
*+Blackburn CB. — Chapel, 
cemetery. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


central 


City A. 


Pleasingion 








MIX 


GAREY 


TEL MBAR) MIX 


Pat. No. 586,640 





The Y.F. BAROMIX is for 


ideal for quick and 

@ CONCRETE 
e CEMENT 
e LIME 
e MORTAR 


easy mixing and is as 
handy to use as a 
light wheelbarrrow. 


Petrol, Electric or 
Manual operated 
models available. 
Prices from £17.18.6. 
Stocked by leading 
Builders’ Merchants, 


e@ PLASTER 
and Agricultural 
ety ® SOIL 


Illustrated literature on request. 


YORK, FORGE & WELDING CO. 


Dept.B, Balaclava Rd., Kings Heath, Birmingham, 14 





*+Gloucestershire CC.—Bilateral 
Churchdown. County A, Gloucester, 
FEBRUARY 11. 
*Barrow-in-Furness CB.—Demolition of 
buildings (third section) of the Hindpool flats. 
BS 


school, 


*¢Essex CC.—Additions to Royal grammar 
school, Colchester. County A, Chelmsford. 

*+Essex CC.—Additions County secondary 
school, Hedingham. County A, Chelmsford. 

Oswestry BC.—24 houses at Middleton-rd. 
Boro’ S. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 12. 

*Bradford City C.—Shopfronts and_finish- 

ings to 10 shops, Thorpe Edge estate. City 


E&S. 
FEBRUARY 13. 


*+ Durham CC.—New school, Felling 
Heworth, and hostel for aged persons, Chester- 


le-Street. County A, Durham. 
FEBRUARY 14. 
*tIpswich CB.—Extensions to Northgate 
grammar school for boys. Johns, Slater & 


Haward, architects, 32, Foundation-st. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by March 6. 


FEBRUARY 15. 
*+Mitcham BC.—6 flats, Bruce and Ingle- 
mere roads. BE&sS. 


FEBRUARY 16. 
*tLiverpool City C.—Five I1-storey tower 
blocks of flats on four separate sites. Archi- 
tectural and Housing Dept., Blackburn-chbrs, 
Dale-st., Kingsway. 


FEBRUARY 18. 
*Macclesfield BC.—Four bungalows and four 
houses. Boro’ A, 3, Jordangate. Dep. £2 2s. 
New Sarum City C.—26 dwellings at Bishop- 
down estate, Salisbury. Citv E, Council House, 
Bourne Hill, Salisbury. Dep. £2. 


FEBRUARY 20. Re: 
*Bootle CB.—Plastering, roof tiling and 
thermoplastic floor tiling to 72 dwellings, Park 
Lane estate, Netherton. BS. ; 
*Mansfield BC.—Eight flats and nine shops, 
Ladybrook-la., Ladybrook estate.  BEAS. 
Dep. £2 2s. : 
*+Oxfordshire CC.—Grammar school, Little: 
moor. County A, Park End-st. offices, Oxford. 


FEBRUARY 21. P 

*Birmingham City C.—Installation of 342 

r.c. piles for flats at Browning-st. Sir Herbert 
J. Manzoni, City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
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taal 22. 
*Cuckfield UDC. -Six ouses, 
tisgheld S. ep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY me ; 
d RDC.—(a) 22 Rebecca bungalows 
Ry ae works, Tonwell. C. Dep. £3. 
Tenders by March 16 
+*Wigan CB. 85 houses and 
Green estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 25. 
Banstead UDC. Six houses 
and outbuildings, Green Curve. 
+) 


Eastern-rd., 


16 flats, Marsh 


with garages 
E&S, Dep. 


Meamere Port BC.—326 houses at North 
Whitby housing estate. Boro’ E&S. Dep. 


——n and Sarratt Joint Burial 

Committee. Demolition — of Nonconformist 

chapel, Chorleywood-rd. cemetery. C 
FEBRUARY 27. 

‘Croydon CB.—Levelling of sloping floors, 
Ingram. school, Ingram-rd., rhornton Heath. 
Chief Education Officer, Katherine-st. Dep. £1 

*Faling BC.—Club premises, Perivale. BE. 


yp. £2. ; 

‘Staines UDC.—19 houses and four old- 
peoples’ dwellings, London-rd. sites and 11 
houses, Elm Tree-close, Convent estate. E&S 


Dep. £5 5s. _ 
FEBRUARY 28. 
Heywood BC.—150 dwellings at Heady Hill, 
Heywood. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £5 Sg 
MARCH 7. 
*Preston CB.—(a) Erection Savick County 
primary school; (b) heating work at same ; and 


(c) electrical at same. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 8. ; 
*Denham.—36 domestic dwellings, roads, 


sewers, etc., for Licensed Victuallers’ Benevo- 


lent Institution, Asylum-rd., Peckham, SEIS. 
Dep. £1 Is. 
*Hatfield RDC.—48 houses, Dellsome-In., 


Welham Green. J. H. Parker (A), 82, Great 


North-rd. Dep. £10 10s. 
MARCH 18. ‘= 
‘Birmingham City C.—Garage, building 


roads, etc., Newbridge House, Yardley Green- 
rd, General Manager, Parks Dept. Dep. £5 Ss. 
Doncaster CBC.—Erection of Curlew (Clay- 
la.) junior sch. (160 places). A: T. H. John- 
son & Son (F/L), 20, Priory-pl., Doncaster. 


Dep. £3 3s. 

NO DATE. 
*Finchley.—Science block, Finchley Catholic 
grammar school. P. & M. White, architects, 
Granville House, Arundel-st., London, WC2. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 8. 
*Burnley CB.—Various fittings for 44 flats, 
Brunshaw estate. BE&S, 22/24, Nicholas-st. 
FEBRUARY 9. 
‘Sunderland CB.—Fittings for modernisation 
of 89 houses, Fulwell. BE&S, Athenacum- 
bldgs., 27, Fawcett-st. 


FEBRUARY I1. 
East Riding of Yorkshire 
materials. County S. 
_ Essex CC.—Alterations to heating installa- 
tion, Brentwood County secondary school. 
County A, Chelmsford. 


CC.—Road 


Heston & Isleworth BC.—Road materials. 
Boro’ E&S. 

Norwich CC.—Road materials. City E. 
Ramsbottom UDC.—Matcrials. E&S. 


ow BC.—Road materials. Boro A. 


' FEBRUARY 13. 

tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Heating 
installation work, East Riding general hospital, 
Driffield. A, Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. 
2 2s. Tenders by March 4 


4 FEBRUARY 14. 
T tCornwall CC.—Matcrials required for 
tescobeas county secondary school, Falmouth. 
Lyons & Israel, Architects, 43, Portland-pl., WI. 
FEBRUARY 16. 
Merthyr Tydfil CBC.—Road and 
materials. Boro’ E&S. 
gonrensbury BC.—Building and road materials. 
oro’ §. 


P _ FEBRUARY 18. 
Slough BC.—Road materials. 


building 


Boro’ E. 
Boro’ 


Watford BC.—Road materials. Boro’ E. 


FEBRUARY 20. 
Greenwich MBC.—Road materials and works. 
Boro’ E&S. 
Newark-on-Trent BC. 
Boro’ S. 


Road materials. 


FEBRUARY 23. 
Road materials. 


FEBRUARY 25. 
Billinge & Winstanley UDC.- 
Ss 


Irlam UDC, E&sS. 


Road materials. 
*Kingston-on-Thames BC.—-650 yds. approx. 


of hardwood strip flooring, Coronation Hall. 
BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


Northumberland CC.-—Road materials. 
County S. 
Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Road materials. 
Boro’ E. 
MARCH 1. Fags 
*Rickmansworth UDC.—External painting 
and repairs to 201 houses. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 9. 


*Wigan CB.—-lIronmongery, plumbing, paint 
materials, etc. BE, 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 
FEBRUARY I1. 

Dunstable BC.—Final making-up of roads 
and footways at Downside estate. Boro’ E. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Maldon RDC.—Contract 3.—5,335 yd. of 
12-in. asbestos-cement pipes and fittings and 
Contract 4.—6,880 yd. of 12-in. asbestos- 
cement pipes and fittings for Dengie Hundred 
water supply scheme. Either or both.  E. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Stevenage DC.—Inclusion in list of contrac- 
tors for (1) estate development, (2) main drain- 
age, (3) main roads, (4) water mains (£50,000 
or over). Chief E. 

FEBRUARY 13. 

Leominster and Wigmore RDC.—2,350 lin. 
yd. of 4-in. and 3-in. dia. flexible-jointed spun- 
iron water mains, etc., at Nordan, Leominster. 
E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


FEBRUARY 15. 

Ploughley RDC.—1,600 yd. of 4-in. CI water 
niains at Hardwick, nr. Bicester. E&S. Dep. 
| a 

Whitney RDC.— 2,400 lin. yd. 6-in. dia spun- 
iron water mains, etc., from Beacon Hill 
reservoir to Eynsham. Howard Humphreys & 
Sons, Ccl’s constg. engrs., Victoria Station- 
hse., Victoria-st., SWI. Dep. £3 3s. 











THE 


BODDY 
ROOFING 


COMPANY LTD 
Specialists in 
ASBESTOS CEMENT 
MATERIALS 
PROTECTED METAL 
ROOF INSULATION 
SLATING 
TILING 


The principals and technical staff are available for 
consultation to architects, surveyors, structural 
engineers and contractors for any type or specifi- 
cation of roofing materials without obligation. 


81 ESSEX RD. + ISLINGTON 
LONDON : N11 


Telephone: CANonbury 4281 (Private Exchange) 
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FEBRUARY 16. 
Maesteg UDC.—Advance preparation of site 


for 209 houses at Heolfain. E&S. Dep 
£3 3s. 
FEBRUARY 18. 
Hemel Hempstead RDC.—Sewage disposal 


works at Great Gaddesden. E&S. 


FEBRUARY 20. 
Bellingham RDC.—900 lin. yd. of 6-in. dia 
SG or concrete pipe sewers and sewage dis- 
posal works for village of Birtley, or. Wark. 


Dep. £2 2s 


Eric G. Lediard, chartered civil engr., 4, 
Eldon-sq., ‘Newcastle upon Tyne, 1. Dep. 
£3 3s. 


Gloucester City C.—-Completion of Glouces- 
ter by-pass, Stroud road to Bristol road, 
comprising 2,400 lin. yd. road works, inciuding 
33 ft. carriageway, SW drainage, deep sewers, 
ete., and extensive earth works. City E&S 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Newcastle Emlyn RDC.--2,900 yd. of 6-in. 
dia. concrete tube sewers and 170 yd. of 4-in. 
dia spun-iron pipes with precast concrete man- 
holes, house connections, pumping station, ete. 
J. Owen Parry & Lewis, Ccl’s constg. engrs., 
Ammanford. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 22. 

Leicester CC. —Reconstruction in rc. of 
Boathouse Canal Bridge, ‘Market Harborough, 
and reconstruction of 400 yd. of carriageway, 
etc. County E&S. Dep. £5. 


FEBRUARY 25. 

Gloucester RDC.—Constructional work, 
Longford sewage disposal works. W. Herbert 
Bateman & Ptnrs., Chesterfield-hse., Batheaston, 
Bath. Dep. £3 3s. 


FEBRUARY 27. 
Southend-on-Sea CBC, — 1,220 lin. yd. of soil 
and storm water sewers, 9 in. to 24 in. dia., 
and incidental works. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2. 


FEBRUARY 28. 

Lleyn RDC.—Six r.c. circular reservoirs of 
75,000 to 125,000 gals. capacity, small pump- 
ing station, and seven miles of 6 in. and 28 
miles of 4 in., 3 in. and 2 in. asbestos-cement 


mains and fittings for Cwmystradllyn water 
supply scheme. Howard Humphreys & Sons, 
constg. engrs., Victoria Station-hse., Victoria- 
st, SWI. Dep. £5 Ss. 


Moray and Nairn Joint CC.—1,100 lin. yd. 

of single carriageway trunk road, including 
12-ft. span r.c. slab bridge at Auchnacloich, 
County of Nairn. County S. Dep. £10. 
MARCH 1. 
Reading CBC.—2} miles 33-in. steel rising 
main with Johnson coupling joints from 
Blakes Lock pumping station to new sewage 
disposal works at Manor Farm-rd., with con- 
struction of ancillary chambers. Howard 
Humphreys & Sons, constg. engrs., Victoria 
Station-hse., Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £5 Ss. 


MARCH 2. 

Louth RDC.—715 lin. yd. 6-in. and 9-in. 
dia. concrete sewers, 100 lin. yd. of 4-in. and 
1,450 lin. yd. of 7-in. dia. Cl rising mains, 
ejector station, pumping station, sludge pump- 
ing station, balancing tank and renovations to 
existing sewage disposal works at Donna 
Nook-North Somercotes sewerage scheme. 
John D. Haiste & Ptnrs., Ccl’s constg. engys., 
20, Wood-la., Headingley, Leeds, 6. 


MARCH 4. 
Cheshire CC.—1} miles dual carriageway 
and two railway bridges at Kingsway, Cheadle 
County S and Bridgemaster. Dep. £10 10s. 


MARCH I1, 

Mid and South-East Cheshire Water Board. 

Stanton prestressed concrete water mains. 
Contract P.2—4,300 yd. 27-in. dia. Hurleston 
to Nantwich and 4,900 yd. 21-in. dia. Hurleston 
to Nanney’s Bridge. Contract P.3—10,300 yd. 
24-in. dia. Nantwich to Gorsty Hill. E&Mgr 
Dep. £5 each contract. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Houses.—Housing Com. recom- 
mends approval of plans by the Boro’ E & §, 
H. Atkinson, AMICE, MIMunk, for the de- 
velopment of Jand at the rear of No. 1 Thur- 
leigh-ave. by five 3-bedroom houses estimated 
to cost £11,170. 

Bermondsey. HousinG SGHeMES. — Plans 
have have been prepared or are in course of 
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preparation for the following housing schemes: 
Site Dwilgs. 
Longfield Estate (Dunton Road/Ford 

Road Site) Block 6 ss i a 
Lockyer Estate, Block 4... ne a 12 
Abbey Street (North) Site .. se a 246 
Marigold Street/Cherry Garden Street 

Site (Ist Phase) a ae ‘is 56 
Bush Road Site = aa x ws 83 
Abbey Street (South) Site (estimated) 220 
Slippers Place Site (estimated) .. se | OO 
Elim Estate (block of 1-room flats) .. 2 

Croydon.—DweE.uincs.—The Housing Com. 
has approved layout and sketch plans for 104 
dwellings at Ely/Holmesdale/Wisbeach-rds. 
site —Bills of quantities are in preparation for 
45 dwellings at a temporary housing site at 
Bredon-rd./Elmwood-rd.—Eight maisonettes, 
eight flats, four houses and four garages are 
proposed at site of 59-75 and 64-76 Greenside- 
rd., Broad Green. The Boro’ E & S is A. F 
Holt, AMICE, MIMunE, MIStructE. : 

Deptford.—DweLLincs.—Subject to certain 
modifications, the Housing Com. has approved 
sketch plans for the development of a site at 
Wickham-rd./Glensdale-rd., SE4, by 63 dwell- 
ings. The architects are H. V. Ashley and 
inton Newman (L/F) 3 Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s 
Inn, WCI, and the quantity surveyors are 
Faulkner and Pinrs. 

Finchley.—ScHooL ExtTension.—The Middle- 
sex County Education Com. proposes the erec- 
tion of a kitchen and dining hall—classrooms at 
Finchley Tudor primary school at an estimated 
cost of £18,168. 

Heston and Isleworth.—Scuoo_.—Middlesex 
County Education Com. recommends approval 
in principle to an agreement with the West- 
minster Diocesan Schools Association to estab- 
lish a new three-form entry secondary modern 
mixed school for 450 pupils at Hounslow. 

Islington.—REDEVELOPMENT SCHEMES. — 143 
dwellings are included in the MBC’s provisional 
housing programme for 1957 for erection at the 
following sites: 

Fieldway-cres./Melgund-rd.; 15-25 Marquess- 
rd. : Kingsdown-rd./Rickthorne-rd.; block “A 
‘Naish Court; Whadcoat-st. (Stage II) and 

een Margaret’s-gr. : 

The following sites are considered capable of 
fedevelopment by a total of some 160 dwell- 


ngs: 
, 59-30 Colebrooke-row ; 17-21 Drayton Park ; 
Oakley-cres.; Canonbury Court extension ; site 
of Park-hse., Holly Park; Rotherfield Court 
(Stage III) and temporary bungalow sites at 
‘Liverpool-rd., Thorpedale-rd. and Corbyn-st. 
“Action is being taken for ‘the acquisition of 
lands at Kelvin-rd.-Mayton-st., Newington 
Green-rd.-Hillmarton-rd., - Carleton-rd.-High- 
bury Hill and Marlborough-rd., and it is hoped 
to erect thereon approximately 247 dwellings. 
Plans are being formulated in respect of fur- 
ther sites of pecmanent housing purposes, but 
they are still in a very early stage. 

. St. Marylebone.—Lewis Solomon, Son and 
Joseph (F/F), 21 Bloomsbury-way, WC, are 
the architects for the proposed conversion of 
the Odeon Cinema, Marble Arch, WI, into 
shops and offices. The scheme has been ap- 
proved by the MBC. 

Westminster.—Orrice ExTENSION.—The Hud- 
dersfield Building Society is to erect an exten- 
sion to its offices at 203 Strand, WC2, which 
will stretch from Essex-st. to Milford-la., on the 
30ft. deep frontage opposite St. Clement Dane’s 
church. The building will consist of basement, 
ground and five floors, of which the ground and 
first floors will’ be stone-faced, with brickwork 
above, to match the existing building, which 
will have an additional floor, and it will be 
crescent-shaped to conform with the line of the 
street. The architects are W. Braxton Sinclair 
& Pinrs (F/A). 45 Whitehall, SWI, and the 


quantity surveyor is C. A. Hanscomb, 100, 
Gloucester-pl., W1. 
(PROVINCIAL) 
Aberystwyth.— Governors of University 


College of Wales propose extensions. A: Sir 
Percy Thomas & Son, 10, Cathedral-rd., 
Cardiff. 

Alnwick.—UDC plans erection of 30 perma- 
nent prefabricated houses on Barresdale site. 
S: G. Beatty. 

Alnwick.—Alierations and additions to 
county sec. sch. have been approved, £16,000 
est. County A.—Duke’s gram. sch. is to be 
remodelled. £25,540 est. A: Reéavell, Cahill 
& Cahill (F/F), Lioyds Bank-chmbrs. 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—BC approved plans for 
erection of building for bacon curing and cold 
room at Conduit-st. for South-East Lanes.’ Pork 
and Bacon Co., Ltd. 

Berwick.—Additions costing £14,000 are pro- 
posed at Berwick Infirmary for Newcastle 
Regional Hospital Board. Board’s Ch. A. 

Billinge and Winstanley—UDC proposes 
erection of 18 dwellings at Cob Moor site. : 
J. M. Wilson & Son, Midland Bank-chmbrs., 
St. Helens. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Durham CC is seeking 
fresh site in Marsh House-ave. area for 
nursery sch. County A: G. R. Clayton (F), 
South-st., Durham. 

Birkenhead.—BC proposes erection of new 
office block for Borough Treasurer’s Dept., at 
2, Cleveland-st., £90,000 est. 

Bredbury and Romiley.—UDC proposes four 
detached and 104 semi-detached bungalows at 
Beech-la. estate, *Romiley. 

Brighouse.—RC Authorities propose erection 
of new school at Finkil-st—BC approved 
plans: block of four maisonettes at The Drive, 
Hipperholme, for R. H. Pickles; extensions to 
stores and boiler house at North Vale Mills, 
Bailiff Bridge for J. L. Stott. 

Burnley.—BC considering proposals for heli- 
port site nr. centre of town. 

Bury.—Trustees of Ohurch Central School 
propose erection of new sch. in Openshaw 
Fold area. 

Caernarvon.—Subject to satisfactory arrange- 
ments for water supply and disposal of 
effluent, large chemical works to be built at 
Glyliffon Park for Ashburton Chemicals, Ltd., 
Trafford Park, Manchester. 

Carlisle.—City E, L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher- 
st., to prepare plans for additions to Barn 
Close home. 

Castle Ward, Northumberland.—Hindmarsh, 
Hepple & Bourn, estate agents, 61, Westgate- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are planning erection 
of block of modern shops and flats at Darras 
Hall, Ponteland. Project still in early stages. 

Cheadle, Ches.-UDC to offer site at 
Councillor-la., opposite _ Ladybridge county 
prim. sch., Cheadle Hulme, to Rector of 








POLYTHENE 
' 
ee 
RG tig 


T.I. Polythene ° 
Tube, being tough, flex- “gp 


ible, highly resistant to corrosion 
and immune to frost damage is the 
ideal material for cold water plumb- 
ing in the house or industrial plant. 
Light in weight, it is simple to 


handle and may be used in long 
lengths. It is easily worked (a train- 
ed plumber can become proficient 
in its use in a matter of hours). 
T. I. Polythene installations need 
fewer joints, are virtually indes- 
tructible, and are completely quiet. 
Water hammer noise is eliminated. 


: LIMITED 

MANGE WORKS, 

39/41 MARGRAVINE ROAD, * 
LONDON W.6. 





@ A TUBE INVESTMENTS COMPANY 
AP.343/6. 


THE BUILDER February 1 1957 


Cheadle, Rev. Gordon Harman, 
of _ church. 
Chester.—-TC to lease site on B 
to British Legion for erection au po 
quarters; proposes erection of 115 Unity-tyne 
maisonettes and flats at Newton Hall estate 
_ Clitheroe.—TC approved in principle | 
~ 114 houses on Littlemoor site, tines 
‘oventry.—EC proposes new _ stores 
depot office at Spon End depot, e1s0Gp a 
approved sketch plans for Phases 3-6 of Central 
College of Art and Technology.—Coventry 
Newspapers, Ltd., propose erection of a 
works at Corporation-st. and Fretton-st re 
L. A. Culliford & Ptnrs. (F/F), 47, Essexst 
WC2.—TC proposes erection of four-storey 
block of maisonettes at junction of Radford 
rd. and St. Nicholas-st. : 
Darlington.—Hepworth & Co., Ltd., The 
Brewery, Ripon, plan new licensed premises - 
Neasham-rd. ceaees 
Dewsbury.—BC approved sketch plan for 419 
dwellings and four shops at Valley-rd. site 
_ Durham.—CC_ to build additions to Taya. 
tion Dept. at Old Elvet. County A: GR 
Clayton (F). : eis 
Durham.—Durham Divisional Coal Board 
plan erection of six cultural centres for miners 
£50,000 cach est. First is proposed at Black. 
hall, and work may start at end of 1957 
Board’s Architects’ Dept., Ashfield Towers 
Gosforth, Northumberland. é 


Durham.—RDC to sell site at Belmo 
Vaux and Associated Breweries, Ltd., Sunder 
land, for public-house. 

Ellesmere, Salop.—R. J. Fullwood & Bland, 
Lid., propose erection of new factory at 
Grange-rd. 

Gateshead.—TC to apply for sanction to 
spend £105,636 on building to new design 80 
Dorran prefabricated houses. } 


for erection 


Boro’ § 

Gosforth.—Northumberland EC to build 
two-form entry sch. at Harewood-rd. County 
A: C. C. Brown (F), County Hall, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne.—Gibson Bros., contractors, Had- 
dricksmill-rd., Gosforth, to build offices — 
T. H. Finlay, builder, 212, Back High-st., Gos- 
forth, proposes houses on site nr. Bridge Park 
West.—UDC has approved sketch layout plans 
for land at Jubilee-rd. and nr. West-st. for J. 
Rowell & Son, Gateshead, to provide filling 
station with lock-up garages, public-house, 
shops, flats and cinema. A: Cackett, Burns 


Dick & Mackellar (F), 21,  Ellison- 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. iia 
Guisborough.—_UDC to build 100 houses 


yearly to accommodate men needed at expand- 


ing works of Imperial Chemical Industries, 
Ltd., Wilton. 

Hebburn.—UDC has approved plan for 
shopping centre at Station-rd. be REC, 


Bestow. 

Heywood.—TC proposes new housing site at 
Cobden-st. 

Hyde.—Licensing Magistrates approved plans 
for extensive alterations to Cheshire Cheese 
inn, Stockport-rd., Gee Cross, for Yates Castle 
Brewery Co., Ltd. 

Lanchester.—RDC is seeking permission to 
build 48 thouses at Burnhope to replace unfit 
houses. S: J. A. Routledge. Council has own 
direct labour organisation. 

Leeds.—University Authorities propose car- 
rying Out Phase 2 of the new North Block and 
erection of new Arts Block. A: Lanchester & 
Lodge (F/F), 10, Woburn-sq., WC1.—PCC of 
St. Cyprians proposes erection of new church 
premises. 

_ Leeds.—TC approved layout for 170 dwell- 
ings at Raynville-rd., Lincroft-gdns. estate. 

Lytham St. Annes.—Boro’ S to prepare 
sketch plans for proposed Dawson Art Gallery, 
Kings-rd. BC approved plans of nine bunga- 
lows at Haymarket and Beauclark-rd. for Sir 
Lindsay Parkinson and Co., Ltd. 

Middlesbrough.—TC is expected to proceed 
soon with scheme for eight shops and 7 


at Park End housing site. Boro’ 
Kenyon. 

Nelson.—TC proposes seven houses at Pia: 
fold-pl. 


North Riding.—EC expects to start work in 
autumn on proposed additions to Guisborough 
grammar sch. A: John Breakwell (A), L2 
Motte-st., St. Helier, Jersey, Cl. 

Northumberland.—National Coal _ Board 
Whitley-rd., Longbenton, to build pithead 
baths at Linton, Longhirst and Crofton Mil 
collieries. 
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Oxford.—City Planning Com. approved in 
principle 20-acre site for new men’s college in 
Holywell Great Meadow, £500,000 est. ; 

Runcorn.—UDC proposes rebuilding — of 
Town Centre during next ten years. ‘ 

Salford —MH&LG = has approved use of II- 
acre bombed site at Oldfield-rd., formerly 
scheduled for industry, for building | 436 flats 
in multi-storey blocks. City E&S: G. A. Mc. 
William, AMICE, ARICS, MIMunk. 

Saltburn and Marske-by-the-Sea. John 
Smith's Tadcaster Brewery Co., Lid., Tad- 
caster, to erect public-house nr. Windy Mill-la., 
ao -TC to erect 27 flats in three- 
storey construction in Regent-st. area, to plans 
by H. V. Overfield, Boro E.. 
“South Shields.—HC thas decided to build 243 
all-electric flats in blocks on St. Mark’s site. 
Further 74 houses to be built at Whiteleas 
Boro’ E: J. Reid. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—F. & F, Robinson 
(Stockton), Ltd., motor engineers, have won 


their appeal against refusal to grant them plan- 
ning permission to build garage, workshop 
and offices at Yarm-rd., Preston, Stockton, 
Stockton-on-Tees.—-T'C approved plans for 
housing developments at Lonesome Hall Farm 
estate for Moorhouse & _ Barker, Ltd, 
builders, Thornaby-rd., Thornaby-on-Tees. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—TC’s scheme for erection 
of 408 houses at Hardwick estate has been 
approved ‘by county planning authorities. 
Boro’ A: T. C. Hartley (A), 28, The Square. 
West Hartlepool.—R. H. Duns, Lambton- 
hse... ‘Lambton-rd.. Newcastle-on-Tyne, has 
been appointed QS for three-storey two-bed- 
roomed flats in central area of West Hartle- 
pool for TC. 
Whitby.—UDC 
skating rink. 
Whitley Bay.—-R. A. Gofton, 
Front-st., Monkseaton, 
Millfield estate. 


is considering provision of 
Ltd., builders, 
propose 28 houses at 


TENDERS 
* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
Atherton.—Single-bedroomed flatted houses 
at Bag-la. for UDC. *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., 
Little Hulton, nr. Bolton, £12,833. 
Bermondsey.—18 dwellings at 
Arnold estate, for BC. 


Depart- 


Block 13, 
{Direct labour. £47,733. 
Berwick.—New county sec. sch. *Alex 
Anderson (Contractors), Ltd., Stanmore-rd.. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £150,000 approx. 
Birkenhead.—Following for BC:—32  four- 
storey maisonettes and flats at Grosvenor-st. 
Gregory Construction Co. (North Western), 
Ltd., Liverpool, £49,610.—"ive houses at Sea- 
land site. *Spinks & Denning, Ltd., Upton-by- 
Chester, £11,030. j ; 
Birmingham.—New office block at Aldridge- 
rd., Streetly, for M. M. Lilley & Co. *J. J. 
Gallagher, Ltd., 28, Lea-rd.. Birmingham, 11. 
Birmingham..—Works for City C City A: 
A. G. Sheppard Fidler (F), AMTPI:—6 dwell- 
ings at Douglas-rd., Handsworth. *Geo. Stub- 
bings, Ltd., £13,447 (reduced  tender).—6 
dwellings at Abbeydale-rd., Northfield. *Gco 
Stubbings, Ltd..  £12.512.—25 dwellings at 
Souther, Northfield. *C. Bryant & Son. Ltd. 
= ee i Welsh House Farm 
ate. . Bryant & § 3 2 fe- 
duced wear é on, Ltd., £143,028 (re 
Fulham.— 16 bed-sitting room flats, 10 two- 
= flats, 16 three-room maisonettes, 44 
three-room flats, and 20 four-room flats in three 
“Storey and one 8-storey blocks at Cassidy- 
td, area, Fulham-rd.. SW6, for MBC. Boro’ 


A and Director of m0 ° eas 
Lovell (F), of Housing: J. Pritchard 


Leslie & Co. Ltd -.. a 
Fatman. & Fotheringham, Ltd... 
J. Simms Sons & Cooke, Ltd. .. 


£260,176 
£259,212 


: , € 
Rice & Son, Ltd. £350,820 
Y. J. Loveli & Son, Ltd. £249,450 
zz H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd. |” £247,934 
vce, Walker & Slater, Ltd... £245,997 
John Laing & Son, Ltd. £244,311 


Tersons, Ltd. : 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. .. _ - 
" J. Marston & Son, Ltd, 1, 
: tephendale-rd., SW6. .. .. £239,003 
monet: New Pharmaceutical plant for 
€ Laboratory Division of Cyanamid of 


£241,942 
£241,198 


Great Britain, Ltd. A: Llewellyn Smith & 
Waters (F/F), 103, Old Brompton-rd., SW7. 
°C.A.S. (industrial Developments), Lid., 


£332,560, 

Halesowen.—109 houses at Bassnage Farm 
estate for TC. *T. Telsen, Coseley, Staffs, 
£149,294, 

Heston and Isleworth.—18 flats and 8 lock- 
up garages at South-st., Isleworth, for BC: 


Chas. Booth & Son (Contractors), 
td. ie sc £42,250 

A. E. Mace & Son, Ltd. —- a«. SA o27 

Law Land Building Department, Ltd. £41,350 

Bird & Cargill, Ltd. .. ee £Ab057 
S. A. Gregory (Builders and Con- 

tractors), Ltd, £40,503 

Hoad & Son, Ltd. £39,907 
W. H. Figgis .. es Se £37,172 
Sherman & Co. (Ealing), Ltd. £36,885 

Roger Miller & Co., Ltd. es .. £35,813 
Co-Partner Building Operatives, Ltd. £34,626 

Major Constructors, Ltd. .. .. £34,254 
t{Lewood (Ditton), Ltd., Cobham, 

Surrey - a ve £32,938 

Hull. Reconstruction of Wilson Wing to 
form out-patients’ department at Royal 
Infirmary for Leeds Regional Hospital Board. 
‘Phos. Holmes & Sons, Ltd., Sculcoates, 
£29,449. 

Islington.—54 dwellings at Boothby/Giesbach- 
rds. scheme for BC. A: Messrs. E. C. P. 
Monson (A/A), 120, Moorgate, EC2. QS: 
Messrs. Oswald E. Parratt, FRICS. *Rowley 


Bros., Ltd., £103,422 (negotiated tender). 

Lambeth.—141 flats at Hartington-rd. No. 2 
site, Stage II], for MBC. A: A. W. Kenyon 
(F), 15, Adeline-pl., WCI. QS: H. M. Millar, 
88a, St. John’s Wood High-st., NW8. {Tersons, 
Ltd., £319,759. ; 

Lewisham.—16 three-bedroom houses, four 
four-bedroom flats and eight one-bedroom flats 
on sites at Whitbread-rd. and Brockley-rd. for 
MBC. Boro’ A: M. H. Forward (F). QS: 
Messrs. Oswald E. Parratt, FRICS. {S. G. & 
A. Agombar, £63,716 (revised tender in lieu 
of that for 16 houses and nine flats accepted in 
July, 1956). 

(London (Air Ministry)..-New works con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
January 25:—Building work: Marham, Nor- 


folk, Potter Bros., East Dereham, Norfolk; 
Fauld, Staffs., J. A. Bailey & Sons (Builders), 
Ltd., 25, Tape-st., Cheadle, Staffs.; Halton, 
Bucks, J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Heather Park 
Drive, North Circular-rd., Wembley, Middx. ; 
Holbeach, Lincs., F. A. Would, Ltd., Lady- 


smith-rd., Grimsby, Lincs. 





Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 











For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No.: Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 
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London, EC.—New office building on 14 acre 
site bounded by Chiswell-st., Moor-la., Rope- 
maker-st. and Finsbury-st., for occupation by 
British Petroleum Co., Ltd., and to be known 
as B.P. House, for Barranquilla Investments, 
Ltd. A: Messrs, Joseph (F/F), 10, Lowndes-sq., 


SWI. *Myton, Ltd., Clough-rd., Newland, 
Hull 
London (Ministry of Transport and Civil 


Aviation).—For the terminal building at Gat- 
wick Airport. F. 5. Snow & Pitnrs., consulting 
engrs.: EF. R. S. Yorke, FRIBA, architect: 
*Turriff Construction Corporation, Lid., 
£939,286. 

{London (MoW).—Contracts placed for week 
ending January 19:—Hampshire: Post Office 
garage, Pitts-rd.. Southampton, alterations, 
South Hants Building Co., Ltd., Salisbury-rd., 
Totton, Southampton. Hertfordshire: Fire 
research station, Boreham Wood, erection of 
burning building, Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis Park, 
Finchley, N3.  Jreland: * Glencairn,’ Sandy- 
ford, Dublin, adaptations, G. & T. Crampton, 
Ltd., Hammersmith Works, Ballsbridge, Dublin. 
Midlothian: Post Office Supplies Depot, Sight- 
hill, Edinburgh, erection of storage shed No, 3, 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts (Scotland), Ltd., 
S. Royal-ter., Edinburgh, 7. Monmouthshire: 
Glascoed, nr. Usk, erection of 26 houses and 
external works and services thereto, Gee, Walker 


& Slater, Ltd., Coychurch-rd., Bridgend, 
Glamorgan. Somersetshire : Post Office, 
Camden Garage, Weston-super-Mare, altera- 


tions to form garage and workshops, John Dyer 
& Sons (WSM), Ltd., 140, Locking-rd., Weston- 
super-Mare. Worcestershire: Halesowen, exten- 
sion to telephone exchange, S. J. Smith & Co. 
(Bidford), Ltd., 82, Holyhead-rd., Wednesbury. 

(London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed in week ended January 18:—Cheshire: 
Building, Frank Marsland, Stockport; painting 
and decorating, J. Lightfoot Decorators 
(Chester), Ltd., Upton-by-Chester. Co. Down: 
Hutting floor repairs, McKinney & Co., Ltd., 
Tandragee. Essex: Building, W. A. Hills & 
Sons, Ltd., Colchester; painting and decorating, 


Donald Humberstone & Co., Ltd., Louth. 
Hampshire: Miniature range, A. J. Dunning & 
Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Andover. Kent: Roof 
repairs, Manchester Slate Co., Ltd., London. 
London: Building, CAS (Contrs.), Ltd... 
London. Sussex: Miscellaneous, F. Kirkham 
(Croydon), Ltd., Croydon. Co. Tyrone: Hut- 


ting conversion, Donegal Building Works, Ltd., 
Belfast. Yorkshire: Painting, W. Manning. 
Bradford. 
Manchester.—Remodelling of 
Princess-st. for Alliance Building 


remises” at 
society, Ltd. 


*David Walton & Co., Ltd., Clarendon-rd., 
Salford. 

Middlesbrough.—22 houses at Pallister Park 
for TC. Boro’ E: J. A. Kenyon. *Direct 
labour. £30,135. 

Morpeth.—_New county” sec. _— sch. bail i 


Armstrong, Robson-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 


£150,000 approx. 

Morpeth.—Lecture room and extensions to 
County Civil Defence Centre. *J. Dodds, 
Morpeth, £10,000. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—-72 flats and maisonettes 


at Kenton North estate for City C. City A: 
G. Kenyon (A), 18, Cloth Market, Newcastl: 
*J. H. Fisher & Co. (Newcastle), Ltd., Lans- 


downe-terr., Gosforth, £97,778. 


North East Metropolitan Regional Hospital 
Board.—Works at South Ockendon hospital. 
A: W. G. Plant (F), Ila, Portland-pl., WI. 
Two-storey villa, *H. Dowling & Sons, Ltd.., 
£39,852; 10 staff houses, *C. S. Higgins & Sons. 
£15,654. 

Notts.—Frection of Mansfield infants’ sch 
for CC. *W. J. Simms, Son & Cooke, Ltd.. 
Haydn-rd., Nottingham, £44,540. 

Paddington.—One four-storey block of eight 
flats at Kilburn Park-rd. housing scheme for 
MBC. *E. S. Moss, Ltd., 159, Brent-st., NW4. 
£16,986. 

Potters Bar.—Two-form entry instalments of 
three-form entry junior and infants’ schools at 
Oakmere estate for Middlesex CC. Area A: 
D. R. Duncan, OBE (A). County Architect's 
Dept., 1, Queen Anne’s Gate-bldgs., SWI, *J 
M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., £106,018. 


Rotherham.—New public-house at Kimber- 


worth estate for Wm. Stones, Ltd. *Beeden, 
Ltd., Thrybergh, Rotherham. 
Sheffield.—Maternity —_ unit at Johnson 


Hospital, Spalding, for Regional Hospital 
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Board. *E. E. Cracknell, Ltd., 73, St. Thomas- Shoreditch.—Blocks 2-6, including 1l-storey ing with basement, shops, council room to seq 
st., Spalding, £11,131. block of 44 two-bedroom flats, 28 other flats 150, with caretaker’s flat and lettable Office 
and 44 maisonettes at Hobbs-pl. area, Hoxton, accommodation above. A: Kenneth S. Tayler 
for MBC. Boro’ ES&A: J. L. Sharratt, OBE, (A), 6, Gray’s Inn-sg., WC. a 
AMICE, AMTPI. QS: Cross & Hall, 34, McBain & Ptnrs., 25, Ludgate Hill, EC4. 
Victoria-st., SW1. Constg. engrs.: W. V. Zinn *Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., £78,000 (approx.), 
& Associates. {Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., West Hartlepool.—26 houses at 6 
£246,294 (negotiated tender). Manor for TC. Boro’ A: A. G. Sinclair (Ay 
Stafford.—New offices at Lammascote-rd. for *W. W. Brazell, Ltd., Raeburn- st, We ) 
Staffs. TA and AF Association. *G. Percy Hartlepool (12); *J. Peel, Glentower-gr 
Trentham, Ltd., Longton, Staffs. Seaton Carew (6); and *A. W. Fortune, Hart 
Stourbridge.—Houses and flats at Wollaston rd., West Hartlepool (8). art 
Farm estate for BC. Boro’ E&S. 56 dwellings, Widnes.—Houses for BC:—62 at Wyncrof 
*Nathan Hyde, 6, Claremont-rd., Sedgley, rd. *Liloyd & Cross, Ltd., Argyle-st., "Birkew 


£85,347: 48 dwellings, *Five Oaks Estates, head: 39 at Green Oaks F arm, *Clough ‘ 
Ltd., Radford-la., Compton, Wolverhampton, Gaskell, Ltd., Wigan. = 
£66,600. Wrexham.—Works for BC. Boro’ £ &S: 


Tynemouth.—18 blocks of five-storey flats, J. M. Davies. 104 dwellings, Montgomery-rd, 


comprising 198 dwellings, at Percy Main, for” *T, Warrington, 82, Station-rd., Ellesmere Pont: at 
TC. Boro’ E: D. M. O’Herlihy. *Wimpey & 35 dwell ings, Offa-ter., *H. Roberts & Co., 15 Vol.CX 
Co.., Ltd., Orchard-hse, Newcastle- on-Tyne. Park-pl., Coedpoeth (subject to Ministy 


Tynemouth.—Works for TC:—20 houses at approval). 


Beadnell-ave., N. Shields. *J. H. Rogers, N. 
Shields, £29,469: eight houses at Blackthorn- = : 
cres.. N. Shields. *Dunn & Rutter, N. Shields, 
£10,733. THE O1 






































































































































ie) 
—————— ee Uttoxeter—34 houses at Weaver Lodge t t | 9 area fe 
estate for sii ewart, eter, ; 
he hous individually eee eee cu COs $ SOME 
Representative Organisation een Shoes vith a oe at junc- using eal 
ce m tion of Capesthorne-rd. and Poplars-ave. for ” 2 
in the Kingdom BC. *Clough & Gaskell, Ltd., "Billinge-rd. 3” BROAD-ACHESON ed 
Sawmills gan, £31,882 R 
a. = a. a , ‘ , Wednesbury. ti — sf? riar Park site LOADBEARING BLOCKS 
n the or TC. *Homeville Builders, Ltd. ; : RS 
EASTERN COUNTIES Westminster.—Erection of blocks 33, 34, 38. for inner leaf of cavity walls : vad 
we have the following branches :— 40, 41, 42 and 43, public conveniences, district BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 ; 
heating works and ancillary works, including the ne 
Bedford Berkhamsted demolition of existing buildings and site clear- NFBT 
Cambridge Co'chester & Clacton egg <i? be of > —— -~ 30 
or Citv owe oya (A/A) THE M. 
East Herts Gt. Yarmouth Great Smith-st., SWI. QS: E. C. Harris & poi 
Ipswich Kettering Ptnrs., 7-12, Tavistock-sq., WCl. Constg. B 
Luton Norwich heating engr.: Brian Donkin, MIEE. 3. THE ESSEX confer 
Peterborough Rayleigh pineal i Fh aes J. Gleeson (Contrac- Corre: 
Rushden Sheringham } Westminster.—New headquarters of Unitarian THE 7 
Spa'ding Southend-on-Sea and Free Christian Churches on part of BILL’ 
Wellingborough et md of old x Hall, ge ot myer dente 
trand, is sist -store - ; 
a a i consisting of foursstorey build: | STEEL SCAFFOLDING Co ue| |" 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION ment. 
£6.6.0 THE SC 
which includes free monthly issues of the STEE L- CRETE 9a HIGH BEECH ROAD ASSO 
co oan Se pa a 1 (SUPER METALLIC HARDENER) LOUGHTON ° ESSEX “a — 
] ! 
| oe paige mn reer Guan are ] SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES a _— mi OVER | 
: Tele: CHAncery 7583 ! HAVE BANISHED Sie. TROUBLES : 19 
housin 
| Please send particulars of the advantages of | 
| membership to: | WOooD BLOCK 
> 
| Inspect one that has withstood FLOORS PRI 
I 7 HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEARS 
| | and consult - | STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. FACTOR) 
! KINDLY CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES " ! then go ee: Victoria Works, peg oe 
1/2/57 H . 115/115, St ni LC. e a 
a aaa le { weenie Fey yee Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 a a 
wasn Yates 
CROWN 
James H 
CRAWLE! 
Joseph 
CORRESP 
GALBRAITH ae 
RIBA: A, 
BROTHERS LIMITED SOCIETIE 
FEARS O) 
NFBTE : 
BUILDERS a 
THE RE 
CONTRACTORS eee 
MAIDSTC 
W.& M.NEGUS LT? nee it 
eo ° ee : PARI ] 
Station Works, aa 
KING JAM ES STREET, SEZ Registered Office: Works: PLANT A 
and Dove Roan, 61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE OVERSEA 
South Norwoon, s.£.25, EC KENT FUTURS 
Addisconbe 3 427) MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 . 
























